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points of view

Paper must eduéate community

To the editor: .

Yaur Dec. 20 editorial calling for
debate on the school millage electlon
was off base and is not representa-
tive of the type of responsible lead-
ership required at the Observer. .

First, fof a debate to be meaning-,

ful, the audicnce has to be informed.

. Otherwise, it only serves to confirm
_ cxisting opinlons that lead -to polarf

“ jzatlon which is the Jast thing tha
any communlty heeds. N

I wrote Lo you earlier citing the
good job the Observer docs at re-
potting the activities of the board
and administration and the need to

+ expand your role to that of reporting
the Issues facing the distrlet.

Yaur paper shares in the responsi-
bility to vducate the communlty.
This is especially teue in a’ school
mitlage election when the adminis-
trations' hands are tied by having to

_guest column

are all te cager to make,

The written word is the best medl-
um for the explapation of the budget
Issues surrounding the millage pro-
posal. It is a large and complex
budget. There are gross dlfferences
in Farmington's budget compared to
other districts’ budgets due to Farm-
Ington’s administration of county-
wide programs and the voter dictat-
ed necessity to fund facility im-
provements from the operating
budget rather than a bond issue.

1t is these differences that make
the usc of comparative averages and

debate  before your paper’ has

direct benefits in the ctassroom of

.& the adminisirations’ work regardless

of whether the state chooses to clas-

sify those actiens as “instruction.”
Their “interest s preparing our

children for the future they will face.

The demands of that future are what -

guides their actions, not shortsighted

stepped up toits r y to the

community is irresponsible . and
counterproductive. .

- SECONDLY, to single out Carol
Luckscheiter and chide her for not
debating Richard DeVrles was un-
fair and unprofcssional, She has been
and is a hard-working devoted volun-
teer to both the community and to
the school district. .

Like most of us who have worked
with the' administration and the
schoal board, we have found compe-
tent. P that

tatistics so p

avoid the appearance of algn-
ing for the millage — a charge some

My in a tele-

and -
* vised verbal format. To recommend

bave carned our respect and trust.
- We are-also keenly aware of the

from our readers .

Boundary
ISsue was.
TSI
a ruse

To the cditor:

The Farmington School Board's
dectsion to delay the “decision on
whether or ot to change the middle
school boundaries until aiter the spe-
eia) millage election is tantamount
w admission that the cntire Issue

was a ruse {0 raise the mitlage.
The selection and order of the “al-

“ents in the district.

taxpayer parents. This example of
incompetence Is only surpassed by
the board's cavalier disregard for
the welfare of the students and par-

. Greg Zimmer,
Farmiogton Hills

Thanks. for .
upholding
standards

atjon.on the business. )

May the committee continue on
the'path it has chosen and keep up
the good work on behalf of our com-
munity,

David I Mitchell,
Farmington Hills

Opinions are
to be shared

Opmuons and 1deas are besl:

- when shared with others,

D {0 what other districts
are doing. Lo

CAROL LUCKSCHEITER was
correct in not debating. Not only is
she under no obligation to do so, hut
as cited above it would be counter-
productive 1o debale the  budget
when few are familiar with it. A tel-
evised debate is hardly the forum to
inform a first time audlence.

With the non-uniformity “in the

structure of schoo) district budgets,

comparative statistics are casily *

quoted that are mathematically cor-
rect but are operationally siislead-
ing.

TELEVISION rcgularly demon-
strates its power-to promulgate edi-
torial and misconception as fact and
give undue credibility to opinions
stated as facts. It Is just this power
that promotes its abuse as a forum
{or opinion making.

It is not for a lack of debate that,
to use your words, “the Voters stay
in the dark with the days falling
away before the Feb. 5 election.”

With an issue such as our chil

dren’s education at stake, this paper

would better serve the community

by devoting its time and resources te
inform the community of- the facts, ~
which written media is better suited
for than
foment divisiveness, Lay out the
_budget and the financial issues fac-
ing the district in your paper rather
than cite an opinion of-the “Hami)- .
ton cconomist” (whatever that is),

television, rather than

A reporter for your paper was at

Sanctuary solution -
must reflect teaching |

THE DETROIT TIGERS and
WJR obviously take the prize for
unpopular moves of 1990 based
on the public uproar over the fir-
Ing of baseball institution Erhie
Harwell. .

But not far behind In these
parts is the Cranbrook Educatlen-
al Community’s decislon te sell
the nature sanctuary it owns in
Orchard Lake.

Estimated asking price: $5 mll-

lion.

Nearly 200 people turned out at
a recent public forum called by
the hastily-formed Friends of the
Nature Sanctuary to protest
Cranbrook’s intentions.

Cranbrook was accused of “ut-
ter hypocrisy" for overriding the
wishes of the late Harold Ward
who danated most of the property
to Cranbrook: In. faci, although
Ward wanted the slte to be used
for nature study, he abowed its
sale after 1988, Recently, his wife
Mary Ward said the §0-acres
should be preserved “for children
yet unborn.” .

Cranbrook wants the money to
help fund a planncd-$15 miltion
expansion of its sclence museum.
To them, it’s a matter of priori-
ties. Many morce people will uti-
lize an expanded museum.

JUST AS THE TIGERS
couldn’t have been surprised at
the reaction to the Harwell oust.
ing {(Bo don't know Erntc), Cran-

[+ brook also knew that lts move

would bring on the rage of eavi-
ronmentalists (Cranbrook don’t
know Earth Day.) After all, Cran-
brook s nearly synonymous with
environmental education.

Preserving open space and cur- *

tailing development, saving
woods and waters Is-a major
. thrust in our Qakland . County
communities’ — including our
schools. It reached new heights

three years ago in West Bloom- -

ficld where a whole townshlp re-
gime was routed for averdevelop-

—

i
A

i

Judith'Daoner
Berne

" Sco, a member of the Cranbrook/

the park to West Bloomfield
Township. .

THE LAND CONSERVANCY
is also tnvolved In pressuring
Cranbrook ta forsake the sanctu-
ary's sale — or at least to make
them take responsibility for see-
ing that it remains open space.
But what is so hpartening Is they
have been joined by young people.
These students from Cranbrook/
Kingswood, West Bloomfield and
Walled Lake Central high schools
cry out that Cranbrook has be-
trayed its commitment to envi-
ronmental education.

One particularly articutate
young persan is 17-ycar-old Mira

Kingswood Environmental,
Awareness Club.

“How can an educational com-
munity which encourages its stu-
dents 10 seck. beauty in so many
areas: architecture, learning, art,
and significantly in the natural
surroundings of the campus itself,
justifiably sell off this unique nat-
ural community?” she ques-
tioned. “For it is just as much a
community as we are.”

Seo, a’senior, sald: *Our com-
munity must apply its values and
vision to preserving and renewing
Jife; we must accept an active
role as stewards of the land, and
do whatever it takes, even if it
means not expanding the Institute
of Science, Bigger is not always
better. . " B

A letter signed only with a
peace sign was one of a packet
sent from Bloomlfield Hills Mid-
dle School students 1o Cranbrook

Subrmilting i letter [0 Ihe ed
stor for pubhcatron s eavy. Lel-
teis should be typewnlien or
prnted tfembly and kept to 300

To the editor; * |

1 was very pleased to read the ar-
ticle in the Nov. 29 Farmington Ob-
server concerning the store owner

ternatlves” for new boundarles were
vbviously planned to elicit strong
negative responses from the parents
effected. The intention in doing so

the school board meeting when a
“Hamilton employee” cited their
numbers and were advised of their
errars by both Superirqcndcnt Mi- -
chae! Flanagan and trustee James

Educational - Community presi-
dent Lilkkan Bauder. Tt said: "
don't think you should sell this
land so you can put.up another
museum, } don’t think you need

ment.

Cranbrook also has to be aware
wl-a similar situation which oc-
curred several years ago just

was clearly for the purpose of using . who was fined $5,000 for an obsceni- words. Lelters must he signe . down the road from the nature N dlease s .
the emotional issue to add artificial ty violation. - U‘,‘,';v;‘rh"d,,' N a‘:’(;,:)tﬂ';:‘g M’SLX’D’:“""";-M Joue.s ’ .. | sanctary at bank Park in i‘:?"" museum. | h‘“f save the
~urgency to” the-“need" 10" pass' the « My wife and I areralsing~our=== 0 a0 " - : this community with the facts i | e rarar oiinton Metropoll, O sehools Should be proid of

millage. . three children here. We believe that

U {hey. {and their predecessors) this case was an important Indica: AT b wathheld only
had been doing their jobs Instcad of tion that the community is protect- for the boat of reasons, and
finding creative ways of spending ing our young folks. It is vital that = . ¢, 11 do so vl b

society uphold not only the law of
the land, but also our moral stand-
ards. -

I am also pleased.to learn of the |
Citizens’ Crime Prevention Commit-
tee. I understand the committee was
tnstrumental In the police sting oper-

money over the past few years these
desperate measures- would notl be
necessary, .

This contrived emergency s
merely a {ransparently desperate at-
tempt to save face at tho expense of
the mlddle school students and their

mae By the cdtor

Letters snould L maited 10: -
the aditor, The Farminglon
Observer, 21898 Faunington
Hoad, Farninaton 48336

~these young people, who have ob-
viously learned their lessons well.
Cranbrook owes them a solu-
tion consistent  with what they
have been taught -

stead of trying to glve credence to
the opiniuns of an unnamed *“‘c¢ono-
mist.”

The school board and administra-
tion have earned a better standard of
repurting an “editorial” and, more
lmportantly, our children's’ future
demands it . -

tan Authority wanted to sell off
that small park which had been
donated for preservation by How-
ard Bloomer. But the West
Bloomficld Land "Conscrvancy
tracked . down the deed and
Bloomer's grandson in New York
City, bringing to light a provision
which demanded the.Jand be gift-
ed - not sold. Huron-Clinton gave -

Sudith Qoner Berne is ussst-
ant managing editor for the
- Dakland County editions of the
Obsereer & Eccentric Newspa.
pers. L.

. Dave York,
Farmingtan Hills

‘The Medical Fitness Cen-
ter is a complete Health Spa
facility. We have the latest in
fitness equipment, including.
the new Keiser Weight" Cir-
cuit.

track. Relax
peutic Whirlpool or Sauna.

in ‘our thera-

Your Fitness' Program is
directed by Exercise Physi-
ologists, Dieticians, R.N.'s
and- Doctors. Call' now for
an appointment for - FREE -
Fitness Evaluation.

~ Run or walk on our 1/10
of a mile banked indoor

ONE FREE YALUE,
'FITNESS EVALUATION|

Have one of our exercise physiologists pive you a
fitness evaluation including health. risk  factors. ]

SHOP THE STORE NEAREST YOU:

. Ann Arbor, M- Briarwood Mall
Livonia, M1 - Laurel Park Place

Not Your Ordinary Tby Stare.
We Sell The Best of the Best.

VISA
MASTERCARD
AMERICAN
EXPRESS
OR CASH
~ONLY

K ABSOLUTELY-FREE! g pet— ot pot— 2 —| —
7940 Farmington Road ‘catt 425'5544|

{Between 6 & 7 Mile Roads) R for appointment l

Phresyi:
—— e __goedthiul-31e1 |

ALL PRICES AT OR BELOW WHOLESALE - NOTHING HELD BACK
- ALL ITEMS SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE. ALL SALES FINAL. CASH ‘N CARRY. NO C.0.D"

s



