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Farmington Public Schools? To borrow
from the parlance of a former governor of
finances!

' S() WHAT'S the big issuc for 1981 in the

Michigam, that issue is . . .
{inances! finances!
" And it will be more of the sate (finances!)
- even alter Tuesday, Feb. §, when distriet voters
Ldecide the fate of & schvol millage increase,
Michael  Flanagan, superintendent of  the
Farminglon Schiwols, has said that it will be “a
totally different distriet™ if the two-proposal re-
quest for additional funds fails.
He said in 4 recent - interview that fle’s
surprised the Realtors aren’t sereaming in sup-
port_of the milkige increase. Su many people
have paid big bucks for houses in suburbia be-
rause they thought the schools were good.
An increase of 2.7 mills is being asked for op-
L “erations and another 1 mill for capital projects.
L Schoul officials claim that, in secking the in.
' trease, they a rying to replace culs in state
aid — $5.8 millivn to'date with a potential for
$10 million.
Deep cuts in sehool programs will bave to be
made if the millage increase is not approved,
* sitid Flanagan.

0F" COURSE, not everyone sees the need for
the increase. An-econemist for the fiscally con-
servative Alexander Hamiiten Life Insurance Co.
has said that the district needs Lo pare spending
further before it asks taxpayers for more.

A town hall-type meeting on the millage is
scheduled for 7:30 p.m. Monday, Jan. 28, at Har-
rison High School on 12 Mile. Flinagan and
school trustee Sue Rennels will be on hand to
field questions. People with concerns should at-
{end.

- This is nut an endorsement of the millage (our
advice to volers will appear in this space on Jan.
31), but 'we are glad 1o sce that the school people
are finally talking up in its behalf.

They're asking for the money, after all, and it's

nut teo much to expect them to tell the commu-
Aity why they need it — and answer a few more,
Lough questions in the process,
. 1 someone doesn't start thumping the tub for
. this millage soon, it will surely be defeated. After
Sall, the full weight and influence of the Aloxan-
. der Hlamilton seems to be against it.

- OF COURSE, .there are other issues, other
items for the 1881 Farmington school agenda, In
La.pur opinion, some of them are:

~! @ Gifted education — ‘The issue will still be
around, cuts or no cuts. Generally, we approve of
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the e Su {ar for the most
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If Cangress v a role i delermining
whether Ametica g o war to foree. Irags
Saddan Husseitcout of Kuwait —- and we believe
o Conpress shonld - then our representative:
better begin sounding off loud and fast.
v, mensbers ol the House and Senate
manmed steangely silest on the possibility of war
The <ame politicians who wouddn't shut up last
fall when it ciune wr the federal bhudget st
Nave been deahly guiet as greater pumbers of
Ametican soliliers were srdered into the Middle
Faast Last fadl ) )

So we were encouraged this week to hear Rep.
Wilham Ford, D-Taylor, speak aganst an atlack
by the LS on Iragqe treops oceupying Kuwait
;Ford, swhase distriet includes southiern Livonia,
Westland, Gand and Canton Township,
“told the Observer utric he opposes the use
: . nulitary foree at this time.
© 0 1 condd talk to the president directly, Td tell
L hin CGeorpge, you've takep Jeave ol your
Csens Fonl siid

Detral’s 1

N I'l":i ABOUT TIME for l!w reticent Michigan

St

Hertel.
3 mili-

: nocratic . Rep. Dennis

whose district includes Troy, also opps
ety alfensive, The al blockade established
{ sl August should be given more: time, he said

OTHER REPRESENTATIVES [fiym western
“Wayne and Oaklamsl connties appear to he.play-
np it safe, cabling for debate but refusing to take
sl o and. For example, William Broom-
tield, 1-Birminghane ancd o ranking party mem-
Poer i he House Fareign Affars Committee,
Txaid a fractions debate would send the wrong
nessagte ta Hussemn - thal the country s divided
e i no mood for war

llll that regard though, maybe Broofield wsn't

sfar trom the truth. Recent polls show that 68
pereent of the public approves of a quek mili-
Sy strike inst Iraq. thongh support drops to
1) ';n-n ont when the very real prospect of 10,000
sAmericin ¢ 1jes s mentioned .

s today will most likely begin' to des

involvenient in the Pers Gulf. A vote
thorizing I'resident George Bush ta order a

~inititary strike coutd come by week's end

School agenda
Finances are at top of list

a five-year plan-to bring the gifted back into the
classroom sefting {mainstreaming the brilliant,
if you will) rather than pulling them out. This
represents @ change in philosophy, and some
parents are bound to disagree. But we're glad the
board is finally going forward with it after more
than a year of pondering.

@ Cultural awareness — People say the re-
cent fight at Farmington High School had noth-
ing 1o do with the ethnic origins of the partici-
pants. OK, but 1ét's admit that students of differ-
ing backgrounds at times have had preblems
getting along. The schools recd to continue the
effort 10 help studenis and staff understand each
other.

® Attendance boundaries — The four middle
schools should be open (o students who live any-

-where in the district, just as the three senior

highs.are. The problem is that Power and Dunck-
el-middle schools will probably need renovations
before that can happen. Will there be money?
Check back on Feh. 6 — the day after the millage
clection, .
® Renovations — We hate to be critical, but
.. more than one person has told us over the
years that the Farminglon Schools just don't
Iave the look of a wealthy district in Oakland
County. We'd like to see the schools spend what
they can (that ‘1 mill would provide about $2.5
million per year) lo make improvements. Appar-
ently, little was done-in the pre-Flanagan days.
The district should spend what it can on im-
provements, millage or no.

e Common campus — Let’s have more like
llighmeadow, . the clementary school where stu-
dents’ afternoons. are reserved for an enriched

_program of art and music and’ the like. Such a

program encoirages the youngsters to expand
their horizons and be creative. If that happens, a
school system is certainly doing its job, There's a
waiting list to get into Highmeadow, and parents
seem to be getting involved.

® Substance abuse — There are the so-called
Student Assistance Teams, .made up of students
and staff, in the middie and high schools to pro-
vide counse! about things like self-esteem and
peer pressure. It's a step in the right diréction.
The schooly are praviding agtive leadership in
the fight- against tie teedage drug problem, For

too long, the schools relied on other community |

groups, like Farmington Families in Action. Not
to be flippant about it, but perhaps the assistance
teams could counsel some of the parents in the
community. The drug and booze problems are at
that level, too.

War debate

Congress must speak out

‘It | could talk to the president
directly, I'd tell him: “George,
you’'ve taken leave of your
senses.”’

— Rep. Willam Ford

cans simply  eannot economically  afford nor
viotienaily stomach once again the consequenc-
es ot a president’s running roughshod over Con-
gress i order W achieve changing and often uni-
dentifiable mititary objectives.

MEMBERS OF THE Ho and Senate, in-
clnding Michighn's  congre sional, delegation,
should bave plenty to say for the record and they
shauld say it forcefully. [t is both their moral
duty and their responsibility as etected offi 3

It alsn may be the only way to persnade a
president who s¢ems determined to go to war
thal nther options, — the current sanctions; nego-
tiahions — should he given more time.

Direet Amerivan military intervention in any
sittation should require a decisive mandate from
Congress for the president. Shoald President
Bush fail to receive such a mandate, he should
rethink his strateg

To reach nsensus, the diseussion on Capitol
Fll must-foeus on: . .

. ® The itnmediate situation, nol a dehate on
the extent or validity of the War Powers Act,

® Isanilitary intervention required o handle
(he current situation, or would it be improperly
based on-speeulation about what Hussein might
or might nol do at some future dat

® Worthwile vhjectives as opposel 1o polen-
tial hody counts .

We apree that Bussen's army must withdraw
[rany Kuwait, o sovereign, non-hostile state Ap-
gression like Hussemn’s shouldn’t' be rewarded or
even tolerited

Neither should the U8, go to war to restore the
balance of powerin Kuwait te the firmer emir
Ameriean intervention should mwquire a new,
Demoeratie Kuwait in retura. -

MOST AMERICANS would agree that such
complex, serio nd potentiably life-thredtening
wsires deserve’s futl diseussion by nll oot elected
represeatatives . ‘

T A voeal debate — afid @ STFONE Conse
\ if any wilitary action is required -- will
;n‘:\uwrm:l out of anether “Vietnam.” Ameri-

s on

- mudslinging. We don't like it, but
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New guv snoops in on
workers’ private lives

I'VE ALWAYS been lcery of
throwing stones. Never seems {o be
much justice in it. Usually the guy
throwing stones Is heaving one al
some defenseless lug who is just
doing his best to survive.

You've got to figure that stone
throwers are pretty Insecure people,
hiding their own Inadequacles.

AMERICAN politics "is full of

*" stone throwers, You know, they sling

stones every which way, especially
during electlon time; usvally 10 cov-
er their own Indiscretions.

Stone throwlng comes in a number
of different forms. We are most fa-
millar with the bald-faced campargn

have come to almost expect it as
part of the American electoral sys-
tem,

But much more insidious are the
files that politicians and other gov-
ernment lypes keep on one another.
‘The late FBI director J. Edgar Hy
ver set the standard In this country.
We have some homegrown exam-
ples, such as the Red Squad files
kept by our own Michigan State Po-
lice back in the bad old days of the
pratesting '60s.

Such practices, of course, reck of
totalitarianism and are simply unac.
ceptadle in a democracy. .

NOW A NEW even more remark-
able wrinkle has been added to the

- plethora of ways to intimidate public

officials.

It scems that newly clected Gov.
John Engler has taken the art one
step beyond. Candidates for high

You've got to figure
that stone throwers are
pretty insecure people,
hiding their own
inadequacies. Stone
throwing comes in a
number of different
forms. We are most
familiar with the bald-
faced campaign
mudslinging. We don't
like it, but have come
to almost expect it as
part of the American
electoral system.

tevel appointment in bis new govern-
ment are required lo Canswer a
rather strange set of questions which
are tantamount {o peeping Tomism.

Fram the tone of the questions, it
is obvious that our new Republican
chief executive has little respect for
others’ rights to privacy. The tone of
the questions also suggests a mental-
ity in his adminislration which bor-
ders on pettiness — a danger for any
rature and responsible ruling body.

Take a gander at some of these
questions

“Are you the pareat of a child or
children borm out of wedlock?”

“Bo you' consume aleoholic bever-

R Steve
~Barnaby

ages? I so descri
your consumption?”

“Deo you have sny parking tickets
that have remained unpaid for more
than 30 days?™

Geez, Really governor. This kind
of questionnaire is an insult to Michi-
gan voters. You have taken a per.
fectly respectable part of govern-
ment and trivialized it.

WE CAN ONLY jmagine your dili-
gent aides ‘poring over. applications,
Rlggling and snorting as they read
the answers. .

Of course, Engler’s ajdes assure us

the extent of

"this information. remains . strictly

cunfidential.  Confidential, my eye
No information is confidential if
more than one person has access to
it, .

Hey, John, this isn't the Mount
Pleasant City Council we're talking
about. Maybe back on the street cor-
ner in your homelown, folks like to
gossip. But we really oxpect more
out of you now that you gel to drive
your Oldsmobile to Mackinae Island.

Steve Barnuby 1s managing eid-
wor of the 13 Qbserver & Eceen-
trie Newspapers, -

from our readers

Tax dollars
not used well

To the editor:

In the Jan. 3 and 7 issuc of the Ob-
server, average SAT and ACT col-
lege entrince exam test scores were
reported for students in Farminglon
Public Schools.

It is not acceplable that our stu-
dents performed less than one point
above average on the ACT test and
actually below average on the SAT
test.

It should also be noted that not
only are these scores quite mediocre,
but they represent a decline in per-
formance on these tests,

The SAT results ‘dropped below
last year's results and the dosignifi-
cant gap belween Farmington ACT
resulls and’ state average ACT re-
sults was narrowed 10 less thun one
point

This does not bode well for stu-
dents in our district trying to gain
admission to the better calleges and
universitivs.

In view of the fact that, with or
withoul the passage of the Feb. §
school tax increase proposals, Farm.
ington spends one of the highest
amaunts per student in the state and
most of our slydunls come [rom rel-

e Dbseruer

Trwe TearncdTmyIBITE frany the Vietnam
experience, 1t is that the time to speak out is
before the bloodshed begins.

ot e alate

_Fred Wright «

atively affluent homes, it is unrea-
sonable that our test scores are only
at or below state average.

Qur tax dellars are not being ef-
fuctively used by our scheol adminis-
trators, Taxpayers are paylng top
dollar for mediocre results

Bufore the ¢ ity votes itself

Media subjective views — silly
min of the year — silly.
In conclusion, the Uniled States
has become a silly nation.
Earl W, Sheedy,
Farmington Nills

another tas inesease for the school
system, iU should ask the district 1o
make better use of the taxcs it al-
ready receives
I encourage people to learn the
faets and vote on Tuesday, Feb. 5.
ftichurd DeVrles,
Farmington His

His world
is.sosilly. -

To the editor.

* My uhservation of the following:
Senate ethics heari
Heeent s

Arabia
Outrageous sport salaries - sifly.

silly
Jan. 15 deadline to Saddam - sil-
1

" Blanchard pardl
Hadio 1alk shows

- silly
silly. -
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