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Officials call anti- millage ads unfair, maccurate

By Casey Hans
staff writer

Farmingtan school officials react-
ed publicly lo a recent advertising
campaign opposing the dlistrict's
proposed millage Increase, saying
the ads are Imaccurate, decelving
and unfair. -

The (ull-page ads In the Farming-
ton Observer, run by Alexander
Hamllton Life Insurance Co, in
Farmington Hills and signed by the
company’s board chatrman Richard
Headlee, sald the district has a $14.9
million surplus in its coffers.

e ad titled 'Taxpaycn

count $6.7 million In open purchase
orders not yet paid, $796,000 [n phys-
Ical Inventory and $625,000 in vested
termination pay which cannot be
touched, and $5.8 mlllion in state
money recaptured last August,

In effect, he said, the district to-
day has ll!tle more thnn s 5 milllon
in Its cash reserves “at best.”

“We have made it very clear that
the $14 million does not cxlst,” he
5aid Tuesday. “We've sald it potltely,
we've sald it privately to the indlvid-
ua}s involved and we've said It pub-
licly."

HE LIKENED the situation to an
looking at a June 30 per-

Alert” — first

But superlnlendcnl Mlchnel Flan-
agan sald the fIgures used were tak-
en frem a June 30, 1990, flnanclat
statement which did not take Into ac-

2 sides gird for school millage campaign

Continued trom Page 1

and why they're dolng it.

“Basically, we're a group of par-
ents who is working by word of
mouth. We're parents trying to tell
parents. . . we've got quallty educa-
tion here and let's not tose it."

The Friends group has organized
informational  mectin, at each
school building to promate their
message.

. Sechool officials say they are doing

thelr part to get Informatlon out to

the publie, while belng carefu? not to
promote a “yes" vote. An Informa-
tional meeting is scheduled for 7:30
p.m. Monday, Jan. 28, at Harrlsen
High School,- where Superintendent

Michael Flanagan, school board .

presldent Susan Rennels-and others
will be on hand to answer questlons.
A school dlstrict newsletter, slated
{0 be mailed within the next week,
will also offer voters basle informa-
tion.

But an antl-tax group called Citl-
zens for Quality Schoals, has formed,
with erganizer Richard DeVries con-
tending that the district should bct—
ter spend the money It has,

And-tax-cut guru Headlee, chalr-
man of the board for Al d

sonal checking account statement to-
day.

relevant to what's In
?" he said. “That is pot

distrlct which they say has risen 78
percent in five years. Headlee also
“takes pot shots at school officlals,
saying they have refused to debate
the issues. “Thelr arrogance ls quite
improper and most unbecomlng,”
the ad says,

Flanagan said much of the reason
{for the distrlet's Increased operating
budget 'Is due to the approximately
$8 million budgeted each year to
take carc of bullding renovattons
and capltal projects, because voters
.tummed down a bond issue to fund
them in the fall of 1988. He sald
about another $8 milllon per year is
a budget wash: It involves Qakland
County-funded speclal  education
programs.

BOARD. PRESIDENT Renncls
sald she was not surprised Headlee
ran the ad, a similar tactlc he used
to help defeat the $27 million bond
Issue in 1988, but she said shc was
“surpriscd at the tone” of the ad and
l{nal he ran it so soon before the elec-
tlon,

She said board members have not
been invelved in promating the elee-
tlon, leaving It to the organized par-
ent group which she called “very ac-
tive,
throughout

Hamilton Life Insurance of Farm-
ington Hills, began running full page
advertisements last-week opposing
the. increase. The ads say Headlee
and his people are “troubled by the
excessive spending growth" in the
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the Farmlington school dlstriet can-
fide they are concerned about the
outcome of the upcoming electian;

Flanagan has vowed “scrious, deep .

culs™ wlli be made to staffing and
programs “affecting cvery buliding”
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an appropriate measure to look at.”
Fianagan had explalned the fig-
ures at other recent school board
meetings, where Alexander Hamil-
ton exccutlves had challenged them.
He alse ook exception to the
noted student enrollment Increase of
fiye percent, eompared with the dis-
trict’s budget increase which the ad
lists at 78 percent. He said the ad did
not take into account that: .
@ Although secandary student po-
pulations have been declining since
1986, they have not declined enough
to clese any bulldings. And elemen-

if the first proposal fails. I don't
" think people understand that what It
(the district) is,” he said. “We're

ple intensfve. You just can’t cut $6
mittlion wllhuul warmg the guts out
of the prngram

The Farmington Publle Schools .
will go to voters Tuesday, Feb. 6, to
request a new tax for school opera-
tions. The ballot will have two parts;

. Propositlon 2 will pass enly If Propo-

sitlan 1 is approved by vaters:

@ Proposition 1 — asks for 2.7-
mill operating tax to make up for
$5.8 mlllion in state money recap-
tured by legislative action last sum-
mer. Schoal officials say the milllage
Is requlred to maintaln current pro-
grams; a loss would require staff and
program cutbacks, The district cur-
rently levies 32.05 operating mllls
and .80 mill In debt retirement.

® Proposition 2 — asks for 1 ad-
ditlonal mill {n operating tax for ad-
ditions, renovations and repalrs of
district buildings, as recommended
In a’ facility study completed last

tary student populationg have shot
up, forcing the district to open two
addltional schoals In the past two
years, causlng additional costs in
stafling and operations.

® The district was forced to
spend operating money for capltal
projects since losing a bond lIssue in
1988 — somethlng Headlee ‘and his
ofganlzatlon worked to defeat. Flan-
agan sald the district has spent
about $7 million a year from its ap-
crating budget, where other districts
had voter-approved bond issues for
stich wark,

® A3 It-has in the priviate busi-
ness - communlly, insurance cosis
bave “exploded” in the past few
years, Flangan said, jumping from
$2 million to $10 milllon ~ 10 per-
cent of the distrlet’s budget. “I don't
think we should be to

" shesald,

“arrogant, "huard mcmbcr Jack Cot-
ton sald he was disturbed that any-
one would questlon the board’s tnteg-
vity in how they.run a millage cam-
paign.

provide health insurance that nllows
our cmploym to get heart trans-
plants,” Flangan added, perhaps Lak-
ing a shot at Headlee who had such a
tran:pl-nl a few years ag

“The ad was unfair, ln the least,” -
he sald.

Board prcsldenl Susan ncnnels
said the company's ndvcrllalng ac-
tion was lke plltlng “cannons
agalnst peashooters” when com-
pared to the efforts of a parent
group supporting the millage mea-
sure.

“We have a lnrgc corporate entity

. . which is part of a larger entity
out of Chlcago . . . that apparently
has an unlimited budget to spend,”
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Although trustees did not com- |
ment on the language used in the ad,
which school officials as

“For those who say this can be
done without an Increase, I hope they
can be accountable.”

I the second proposal fails, he
said, any capltal work weuld be cur-
- talled. He also said he would not rec-

‘Tax hike question has 2 parts

fall. One mill would give the district
abaut $2.5 milllen per year.

Both proposals are for 20 years.
. A resident with a $100,000 house,
with a State Equalized Value of
$50,000, would pay an additlonal
$135 per year In property taxes for
Proposition 1 or $185 per year if
Propositions 1 and 2 are approved.

Resldents who will be out of town
on electlon day, are incarcerated
awaiting trlal or arralgnment, are at
Icast 60 years of age, or are physi-
cally unable to get to the polls can
cast an absentee ballot. Ballats are
avallable in person or by mall at the
Lewis Schulman Adminlstrative
Center, 32500 Shiawassce. Ballots
will be avallable Monday through
Friday from Jan. 16 to Feb. 4 from
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The office will
also be open from 10 a.m. {0 2 p.m.

{Etsomhurain Michigan)
Nowsstand . . . . por copy, 50¢
3 i 0 $55.00

...... 0.00
sing published. in tho
Farmingion Obsorvar is subjoct to
tho conditions slated in 1ho apphca-
ble rate card, copies of which are
availablo from the advorlising de-
pariment. 21898 Farmington Hond,
Farminglon, MY, 48336 (313} 477-
5450 Tho Farmington Obsarver
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ommend the district go (o the voters
again If a majority turns defeats the
baltet proposals In February.

“We're golng to go on either way,”"
he added, "But people havs. te vote

knowing the consequenccs centric* ad-takers have no authority

1o bind ihis nowspaper -and only
publicalion of nn adverisemeat shall
constitute final accaptanca of . th
adverliser's order
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Saturday, Feb. 2, to accept absentee
ballots.

The-Farmington district encom-
passes all of the city of Farmington,
most of the city of Farmingten Hills
and a. portion- of West Bloomficld
‘Township.
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REGISTRATION FOR 1991

BOYS GIALS
AGES 7-18 AGES 8-17

Ago as of 7.31.:91 Age aw of 8731 91
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Friendly, Caring People
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