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saw the lights’

Caribbean island an ideal spot for fantas

By Iris Sundenon Jones
editor

I saw the lights as I walked down- '

hill to the swimming poo) at Wind-
jammer Landing. A resort tram will
take you up-mountain to your villa
or down-mountain 1o the sea, but I
was still in my mainland mode, too
Impatient too walt, so I took the red
hyacinth off the artistically-folded
cotton robe, tucked the {Iowcr be-
hind my car, and walked,

Lights climbed vp and down the
hill around me, following the road
that switch-backed between the two-
story white villas down the hill to the
main  complex around the pool,
Lights climbed the peninsula across
the bay (r Castries, capital city- of
the istand of St. Lucia. Far out on the
horizon, a tall-masted sailing ship
and a modern cruise ship were
wrapped in lights against a darken-
ing sea.

1 was really into lights by then, so
I floated on my back in the long
curved swimming pool and counted
e Lightson (K¢ terrace” bar,
hights in lht open-sided dining room,
lights in the minarcts that cnpped
the red roofs and a universe of lights
n the sky abm‘u at least two of
them moving.

All this stuff nbcul lights was a
fantasy. of course, but that's why
peaple come to the windward is
tands, te spend hot days and warm
nights amid white sand, emerald
green seas and palm trees.

St. Lucia Is a small mountainous
island in the castern Caribbean, with
tesorts of various kinds tucked into
emerald-green coves around Its edg-
vs. The green slopes rise stralght out
of the sea without preamble and cul-
minate In rain forest, home of the
endangered green parrot.

The only flat land on this 27-by-14.
le island seems to be at Hewanor-
ta airport on the southern tip. The
US. built an alrstrip there durlng
World War II and the St. Lucians

Here in Castries, capila! city of St. Lucia, an island in the cast.
ern Caribbean Sea, tourists tend to spend most of their time at
the many resorts, toking laxis to town-for shopping and restau-
rants, visiting the colarful market and the historic citadet re-

buill thesr modern airport on top bf
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that you mu:

ronies of paradise is
taxi for two hours

aeruss potholed mountan toads o
Kot to your resort, unless vou atay
south at Club Md, beciuse most e
sorts are at the north end of the s

Lucking
it never ceases o surprise me.
You Ro to the far corners of the
Larth and you tmeet somebody
from Michigan. That’s what hap-
pened when | sat downat a beauti-
ful table tn a lovely pink dining
roam at the St. Lucien Hotel in St.
Lucia.

The deputy gencral manager,
Zolton Csete, sat next to me at the
end of the table. We discussed the
1asty food, the gorgeous beaches of
this eastern Caribbean island and
sundry olher things before I asked
casually, “Where are you from?*

He had a very slight lilt to his
voice that | couldn't identify. I soon
learned that he was born in Buda-
pest and moved in the 1960s to . .
you guessed it, Michigan. Roches-
ter, Mich.

Csete went to Soyfhfield High
Schnal, was on the fencing team
under the well-known fencer Istv
Danos, worked at.the Hyatt hotels
i Dearborn, Chicago, Atlanta_and
New Orfeans. before a stint at
tels in the Bahamas and Antigua.
and here heis. -

Anvlher thiug that often sur-
prises me-is- that travelers -often-
Juck out in spite of the horror sto-.

ries you hear o, the contrary. I
lucked out San "Juan, Puerto
Ricw receitly “whed 1 ahade an

Lovermght stpp en route to \I l,u~
Cia H

L knew about the expensive rus.

do Beach, but T didn’t want to pay
those prices sinee 1 couldn't enjoy
the beach anyway. My American
Asrlines plane flew in at 7:30 pan,
ane might and teft at 126 p.m. the
next day for St Lucia. 1L wasnt
worth a $250 room for an 18-hour
stopover.

1 found the three K1 Canario bed
and breakfast jans listed in a travel
magazin, 1 didn't know what they
would be like, but if worse came to
worse 1 could taxi to one of those
cxpensive hotels couldn't 17

There were three of them: El
Canariv Inn, 1317 Ashfard, (809-
722-3861), El Canario by the Sea, 4
Condado (809-722-8640), and Fl
Lanariv by the Lagoon, § Clemen-
crau (809-722-5058). They were all
Iisted for $50 10 $60 a night in the
Candade area, which is the popular

tise hotéls of Isle Verde and Conda-

out |n Puerto Rlcan town
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It you stay at the El Canario by the Lagoo,
and breakfast in San Juan, Puerto Rico. you'll
inexpensive
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mains on Morne Fortune, Hill of Good Luck. One can also walk
through the island’s rain forest and look” for-ihe endangered

geeen parrots,
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The tnn was (ull all weey
Can
‘might So'l reserved a room for at
El Canarw by the Lagoou. [ wasn't
quile sure whers it wis or what
kind of accommedation 1 bad 1o
served, but T esuld always chage’
my mund when § got there.

Sharing an or linowsine
usually cheaper than taking i taxt
alone, sa T joined & $5 per-person
shared Timo from the alrport and
tound myself next to @ young coi-
ple who had also pulled El Canario
by the Lagoon aut ot a hat
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French and the Eaghish fought
over this ssand 14 tmes, ther boys

- duing for empire, so the voices you

Make arrangements

hear along the road und in the small
.villuges are speaking a French pa-
tois and a liling Caribbean English,
sometimes both in the same sen-
tence.

Children sn schwol uniforms carry
their books howme along the road. Ba-
nana workers wave frum the back of
a truck. Old wuinen-sit on the steps
of wooden houses set in a tangle of
flowers and trees beside the road.

There are cows chewing the grass
i a plantation of coconut palis.

+ Colored wooden hoats are pulled

nose first into a bay. Women carry
baskets on their heads Boys ride bl
cycles duwn the road. 1f you mea-
sure wealth by television sets and
cars, what you see along the road
are poor people. I you measure it by. -
er. sunshine and

ThL logisties of island travel make
your choice of resort important on
5t Lucia. The bus that gues at “no
and arrives “when-
could be part of the fun if yvou

~have the ime and inclination. Taxis,

available resort, cost about
$30 from une end of the island to an-
other. Car rentals are avatlable.
Visitors tend to spend most of
their tirne at the resorts, taking texis
stries for shopping and restau-
s. visitng the colorful tmarket
and the tustorie extadel remains on
Morne Fartune, Hill of Good Luck
They Lake at least une tour by boat

from  Castries to the town of
Soulfriere and the nearby resort of
Anse: tenel on the southwest

cnast, where you can tour the few
speaial attractions of the 1siand. The
Sulphur Springs -at Liamond Falls/
Buths, one of the 0ld ptantations, and
the two cune-shaped Pitunx which
are e mountain landmarks of St
Lucia. Hikers walk the rain forest in
search of the clusive green parrot

If you really waot tu experience
the fun and lavghter of the island,

Pleaso turn to Page 6
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A turd atkinclusive. hotel is Cou-
ples, o (randhese of the better-kaown
couples resert an Jamaica Tt s for
couples only. Nice beach, grounds
and ither binldings i pradeas by the
Rates start at $2,000 per couple
per week and cover eversthing

THE HIGHEST occupancy on the
wlind may be at Hotel St Lucien, o
spread of mntel-type busldings south
again at a fne strp of sand ealled
ftedut Beiah Roar rates are $135

e $185 for twao adit $12 each-for
breakfast or $49 cach for breakfast
and dinner

The Roval SU Lucien opetied ob

the sasme grounds o December, pros
viding an elegant upscile stidl-suite
alternative. at rates of $300 to $400
@ day wathout teals

One of $t Lucia’s Teast expensive
resart huteds. a 3ewsard walh from
1 the Islander Hitel,
which has several twesstory buitd
mgs setan gardens areund a'swim
ming pol {or teom rates of about
Addumnal meal plans

L WHEREVER YOU sy in St La
call mueles you ;

WINDJAMMER  LANDING,
where [ Stayed: s a different con-

1 Lmg ALGEWAY up to
Spawath s pouls
roafs TUspe
water therapy called

ey thang aon see froms the bl
~oamcluded an the abllanelusive
NI $E00 per persan pet
o the hotel block, (o
anuvelle cusine an
room. all refresh
Par ddiinks, recrealion
s pelf e sandsurding
heropy in the spa
Vs vpensive, allanclusive b
wth of LeSport s Club St
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mg o samd beach Rates are
< might and ure of spe
srest to Lilies Couples who
v thete plant @ tree o ther

Tredms and suntes

tow baldings cset o shght -

mlvm vondommiunss wiapped in
white stucce and red rools on the
side of o Beib by the seas sell for
$200,000 and up and rent fur $260 to
$500 a might i season, meal plans
optional

The Haleyon Beach Club, south
agmp on Chee Beach, hay cabana

3 rooms  looking

You'll find stecl
ar the dock and lots of ROt
sand beach tor room rates of $120 10
$165 a person, meal plans extra

The bes(. knu! nd one of .the
longest-running resorts is Cunard's
Hote! La” Tug, with luxury  hotel
stacked downhil} to
the sea al oo rates from $230 ta
5265 per. with meal supplements of
$447 day for breaklast and dinper

All rales are considerably Jess af-
ter-Apnil 15. Ask about weekly pack. |
ages and cheek tour packages. Fop
more information,  contact  your
travel agent or call toll-free {800)
456-3984
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