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By Casoy mm
* statf writor
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SUSPECTED tornado  that
whipped thraugh Farm-
ington Hills on a Friday
. afternoen last “pl('ll her
made Nicole Martin realize how
much she loved her family.

The {ifth grader at Wood Crerk
. Elementary who  suys  she
it te be an author one
" — wsed the ternfying hour
spent in a school hallway doring
the lorn.ulu warnin,
ay callest

amily.”

s essay wis one of 100 se-
lected as national winners from
1,800 entries iis (he Scholastic
News Essiy Contest sponsared hy
MassMutual Insutanre Co, She will
reeeive a catets and phote album
as her prize .

“Even when fanily, sembers
are apart, Uiy shoulid be (hinking
about one ar e wrote in
v at school, [ re-
W important my famly s

THE SEPT. t4 storm with gh
winds, which afficials - eubled
“suspecled tornaddo,” cansed dan
age less than twa roles from the
Farmington 1Nlls  elementary
school. .

The winds . shatiered  windows
and pulled doors from hinges at
the Broadway IMlaza at Middlebelt
and 14 Mile. Wood Creck sebool 1s
norih of 12 Mile betweea Miditle-
belt and Inkster roads

. Teacher. Anna Crudyington, whi
enconraged Nicole (o cuter the
writing contest, sagd 1t “was about
the closest any of us bad comne’ to
exprerien
the many drills dane
for both fire and tory

NICOLE RECALLED besag -
gym class at the tne e tetnada
siren sounded (n September.

“Everybody was seared.” she

said. “Some people were crying
We were crouched down, ll wWas ro-
ally uncomfortable”

She said her brother was m pre-
school, her-father wis al work and,
Der muther was uq...w d ta be at

the
only

Kids™

pawer,

because the storm not
wreaked havoe with school
schednles and {rightened students,
but caused delays i bus routing as
well, Crudgington said
as out 1o the
hary Lighting was used during the

themes showing that “the sum of
the family outweighs the individu-
al and that family values ‘tran-

scend material possessions,” said
Although  Albert Solnit, professor emeritus
chool, auxi-  and former direqfor. of the Yale

Cluld Study Cented. who judged the

" much tauched” by the e

SHARON

LUZ Sl sttt gt
of Amencan families

Wood Creek principal Burbura
Navatis said “our staff was very

w
vits published 1n the school's No-
vember newsletter

It also drew o ot of parent re

Wood Creek student wins prize with essay

The winner is . . .
What Makes
a Family a Famlly

By Nicola Martin
special wnter

What makes a family a tamily?
There are many things. To me the
most umportant “thing s people
who care deeply
¥ven when family members are
apart. they should be thinking
aboul one anather One day at
schoall 1 realized how important
my fatnily s to me

-m class was n the gym. We
had just begun our hatf an hour
with our physical cducatiun teach.
er Mrs Perkins All of a sudden,
wee heard a pierctny sound 1 was
confused until we figured out 1t

Wood Creek fifth grader Ni-
cole Martin, the winner of a
national essay contesl, is
shown with her teacher,
Anna Crudgington. Nicole's
essay was about the impor-
tance of tamily in light of a
suspected tornado that hit
the area in the falt.

about each other. -

was the tornado siren. We were
told the crouch down and cover
our heads with our hands. I was
scared like everybody else, but not
for mysell. I was worried for my
dad who was ‘at work, my moem
whe was shopping and my little
brother who was at preschool

After about” an hour all was
clear It was close to the end of the
day, s0 we were sent home soon
after we returned to our room.

When| reached home, 1 was

" overcome with joy. Everyone was

safe The power was out but the
luve 1n our house would last forev-
er

home -~ but was actually out drive enisis €S52ys. Spinse
ing around on an crrapd when the Children overwhelmingly be- . SPO
high winds hit ’l‘ln- mly s ALL OF the winmng essays lieve thit Yoving snd caring’ and People had been tatking about
across town at 13 Mile and Drake, showed a comon thread of “af- ‘sticking together through good s (the. lornadoy  for H
The staff “was very proud of all fectionate relationships™ and bl times and bad® are characteristics months.” she satd
o
-

Clarenceville secretaries

expected to OK new pact

By Maile Chostnoy-
staff wrlter

Nincteen secretaries of Cluzenceville §¢
later this munth dre expected to catidy o't
triact thal took mor thah 1w vears to negotiate

II .lpprml-u the contraet will give the seeretanes i 9
0 IYUO-UT ol G 6 pereenl pay hihe in
i Annette Sehwah, presading of the seeretars

ies union, .
The cont #ives the secretaries o pattial victory in

.
t0 joun & bagier umon 10 the district,

their ques the
union representing such support persotinel as custodi-
ans, mante ce workers, bus dowvers and mechanies

DURING NEGOTIATION the secretarwes found 1t
difficult to join these workers who already had a con:
tract, and thus sctded for an wterim contract which
expires at the sime teoe as the contract tor the other

support personnel, satd. Keoneth Phile, exeeutive dicees

nal bar

tor of the 7-D Coordinaunig Copnead, the ey
gaimng agent of the Michigan Educatinn Associton

On July- 1, 1992 when bth contriacts pire. the
secretaries and the other support workers” unon will
“harguin together and seeh a juint conteact, Phle sau

Bargaimayg began i September (9A2 after the
Clarenceville Boatd of Fducation approsed the svere:
taries” ap lon to Jom tie Michian Kdueation Sup-
port erse Assaciation

=

The seeretaries’ lndt'p('ndrnl contract had expired
Jonre
But bargaiming dragged on so long that, in a Dec. 20
letter to Supermtendent Jerry Montecillo and the trus-
tees, the renceville Education Association urged set-
tlement of the contract
“The letter was written to put the heat on the admins
Wication to settle,” smd Jan Mills, president of the
teachers” umon “We feel like wr helped them hang i
there
SCHWAD, A counseling secrelary at Clarenceville
High, smd 1t was “extremely helpful” to get the support
of the €
Ttmeantag

1t dead. Everyone was tired at the end.
For the first year, we were on a merry-go-round and
getung aowhere 1t was a very stressful thing.”

The st part of the whole negotiating process,
Plile said, was getting the trustees’ approval to join the
support personnel union .

“We still had Lo acgotiate with the district. Last Feb.
rudary, we shed tentative agreement with the district
but it wils voted down by the support umon

“In urder to cover the secretaries, the union wonld
have had to modify their agreement. At that peint, we
realized we would nat gel an agreement the district
found aceeptable that the support workers would -also
find acceptable

So we went (or the intenim agreement. That's why it
ok s long

Fourlh-grade students (above) al the High-
meadow Commou Campus in Farmington
—Hille-brought in sloepuigy bags, pllows-and
bean bag chaira tor a recent read-a-thon at
the school fo benefit the Salvatien Army.
Pledges were sought by cach student for

Relaxmg with : a good book

They presented a check
$1,104.39 to the Salvation Army.The event,
was organizead by teachers Julie Richgiger, - 1 -
‘Glory Oljace, Gaye Willimas and Robin Del-
Bianco.
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