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Mercy's Jill Eveleth (front) and Laure DeMattia
attempt to block a Marian attack Monday night
in the Catholic League opener. The Marlins

won the match in three games. See Page 40 for

details.,

Krygiers make hockey
family event at U-Conn.

By C.J. Risak
stalf writer

A name can be a difficult burden to bear.

Particularly when one of the clan has reached near-
legendary proportions. That is what has happened with
the namu Krygier in hockey circles in Connecticut.

Todd, the cldest of three brothers, “really got the ball
rolling,” according to current University of Connectleut
coach Bruce Marshall. Todd, who graduated from U-
Conn in 1988, holds virtvally every school scoring
record: Total points in a career (200) and a season {71),
most oals In a c\rccr(!w). most assists In a curcer (101)
any
b

season (39
tisn't ll-;,undnry cnough, add this: Tedd current-
ly Is playing in the National Hockey League — for the
Hartford Whalers no less. Through last week, he had
seven goals and 12 assists. .

Which means a 30-minule drive is all that scparates
Todd and his younger brothers, Bryan and Michacel, who
have followed in his footsteps at U-Conn.

©R 15 it that short a trip?

It's a Jong, arduous trek from college lo pro hockey,
one filled with pitfalls, Bryan and Michaet know it. They
know it may be a path they never travel,

Others, though, may have giffcrent ideas. They ‘see
the name. They m:lke comparisons. .

“I think others have Iughcr exp«mmm of me be-
cause Todd's in lhe NHL," said Bryan. “But I don't nec-
essarily.”

. Added Michael: I definitely don't get any breaks. £}
get some wards on the ice (from opponents), trying ta
intimidate me.”

Todd graduated from St. Francis of Assisl In Buifalo,
N.Y. The family moved to Northville and Bryan and
Michael both gragtiated from Farmington High School.
The Krygiers now live in Bloomfiald Hills,

MARSHALL
ant coach for a year with Tedd, is grateful for the two
younger Krygicrs. “The best way. to describe Todd is hu
had great determination,” sald Marshall. “He was one
guy wha could change the outcome of a game.

“Bryan has some of the scoring technique Tedd has
He's the same golng Into the corners, but he' doesn’t
have the same speed, Bryan's fast, Just not s fast. He's
a very goed puck handler; he doesn’t need a whole lot of
room. He can create a ol of things for us.”

And Michael? “He's more of o' grinder. He goes hard
into the corners. He's-much stronger on top, physically
larger than Bryan. He's on our top penalty-killing unit.”

Statlstles reflect Marshall's appraisal. Through 14

games, Bryan had 11 goals and 20 asslsts; he led U-Conn .

WHO played a scason and was an ussist- .

athers.. His 102 points rank him 13th on U-Conn's all-
time scorlng list: He could be as high as sixth by the end
of the scason.

MICHAEL HAS six goals and seven assists this sea-
son, giving him 41 career points, He'd like to have more.
“I'm more of a rugged guy,” the sophomore said. ' like
to go into corpers. I'm a playmaker, a hitting, aggres-
sive type.”"

What he needs to develop Is "more finesse, better
stickhandling and puck skills, My speed is ap asset.”

Bryan's abilities are easy to spot, at least for U-Conn
tans. At llinois-Chicago, which Bryan attended for a
year, they weren't. “They dldn't give me a chance,” he
said of the season he spent there as a redshirt. “They
didn’t play me at all. ’l’hcy didn't know what they were
looking for.”

While he originally wanted to play for an NCAA Dlvl-
sion I team (U-Conn is NCAA II, but could quality for
the NCAA 1 tournament if it upgradcd its schedule),
llr):m is happy he made the change. “I know I could

have played Division L I know [ could have played at
Iinois-Chicago.”

Still, there's work o d‘u “I have to build up my Ilpptr
body strength. And I have to lmprovc every aspect ol
my g‘:mc to makc that next step up.”

TO PRO hockey, perhaps? .

“If an epportunity comes up In the (NHL's) supplef

mental drait, I'd take advantage of it,"”

Bryan answered,
*I not, maybe I'll play in Europe.” .

The name may benefit him as he searches for a pro
career. At present, both Bryan and Michael deny fecling
any pressure from playing in their brother's shadow.

“I don’t think there’s really any pressure,” said Bry-
an. "I set my own goals and objectlves, and don’t worry
about it."”

Added Michael: “Right now, we're three different
players. We're ‘daing cur own thing, playlng our own
style. My job is to go out there and hit, go into the cor-
ners, that kind of stuff, I'm trying to be more of a com-
plete ptayer, but 1'de what the coach tells me. ¥ [ du
that and he wants me to do more, I'll do it."

And what about Todd? Do his younger brothers sce
him play ofteri? Docs Todd see them play? And docs the
oldest of the Krygler clan provide vnhmblv.- insights lnln
the game to hiy brothers? -

“We try to get down there as much as we can, when
cver there 1sn't a conflict,” answered Bryan. As far as
instghts, Bryan said, “I tell (Todd) what he does wrong
after the game and he Hstens, He tells me the same
thing (after our games). It gocs both wa;

It just might go three wnys it all three brothers make
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By Can O'Meara
staff writer

Tt would appear Farmington Hills
Mercy is a volleyball team without a
worry in the world, having begun the
season as champion of two tourna-
ments.

But appearances can be deceiving,
according to coach Tim DeBeliso.

The Marlins are.undcfeated (10-0)
and ranked No. 4 in the state, but
DeBelisa doesn't want_anyone get-
ting carried away because of the
team's sudden success.

DeBellso is concerned about Mer-
cy's defense and believes the Mar-
lins, who won the West Bloomfield
tournament Saturday, are overrated
at this carly stage in the 1991 season.

*“To be honest, 1 was disappolnted
in the way we handled sjtuations,
even though (he scores make it
sound like we won handily,” he said.

“Maybe it's because the tcams
we've played lacked the one player
to keep hitting the ball at us solidly.

. You can take easy hits and free balls

and do things with those, but if we
play a team that hits the ball 2ll the
way around we're going to have
trouble.”

MERCY MADE an impression
with its tournament triumphs and,
coming "off a §5-5 scason, has
achieved immediate credibility in
the Class A rankings.

But the Marlins face another diffl-
cult schedule in the always-competi-
tive Catholic League against teams
like Blrmingham Marian (which
Mercey defeated Monday In its first
dual meet), No. 7 Livonia Ladywood
and Harper Woods Regina.

- “I'm being critical because, even
though we've won two tournaments,
it doesn't mean we're a good volley-
ball team,” DeBeliso said. “It just
means we're a little better than the

teams we're playlng. Looking down

the road, consistency is what I'm
talking about.

“If- you win two tournaments, 1
guess you're going to get ranked that
high. The teams we've been playing
are not at the level you have to beat
to be a top-ranked team.”

OK, se it wasn't the Final Four of
the state tournament, but the Mar-
lins showed they were the dominant

“semifinal

team Saturday,

After rallying to beat the host
team 15-9 in the first game of the
championship match, Mercy eruised
in the second 15-4. Merey trailed 6-3
In the opener but scored four
straight points to take the lead.

"THE LAST 4-5 points may have
come casy, but nu: tirst part was a
real tough “game,” DeBeliso said.
“They made a lot of hitting errers in
the second game, se it wasn't so
much what we did to thém as it was
them cemmitting a lot of thelr own
mistakes.”

‘The Marlins coasted to a 15-2, 15-3
victory over Dearborn
Fordson while West Bloomlfield
needed three games to eliminate
Troy.

“Fordson was a smal) team, physl-
cally; their biggest kid was 5-6, 5-7,”
DeBellso said, “They were a scrappy
defensive team, but I thought our
hittlng was a litle too much' for
them at the net.

“'We served well and caused some
passing problems for them, I we
serve well, we tend to get some casy
points. They were sending free balls
over the met and, if that's the case
you, should attack falrly well.”

The Marlins also dominated in
pool play and had only one game

"that resembled a close contest. Mer-

¢y whipped Southfield-Lathrup (15-1;
15-3), Bloom!icld Hills Lahser (153,
15-3), Milford Lakeland (15-9, 15-3)
and Berkley (15-1, 15-3).

“In pool play, we played the best
we have in two tournaments,” De-
Beliso sald. "We were able to take
what other teams were giving us,
and we" did" what“we should ‘have
done — attack hard and force them
into defensive errars.”

In the process, the Marlins
chalked up some lmpressive hitting
stats. From a total of 77 attacks,
senior Maureen Paulin had 42 kills
and only three errors for an'(neredl-
ble hminz percentage of 506

JUNIOR KAREN Pinkerfon had
27 kiils and seven errors in S0 at-
tacks {.400) and senior Gail Murle 17
kills and cight errors In 39 attacks
{.230). Junior Laure DeMattia” had
only. 13 hitting attempts but scored a
kili on each one and had no ervors,

(F)10

No. 4-rated Marlins
win 2nd tournament

finishing an amazing 1.000,

The Marlins lost standout hitters
Andrea Velthoven, Jennifer Goff and
Lee Alrecht from last year's team,
but they apparently didn’t miss a
beat in the transition,

DeBeliso also has juniors’ Karin
Kivela, Marcia Gryn ‘and Wendy
Wolski un the bench to use as substi-
tute hitters, Wolski, a transter from
Walled Lake Central, becomes eligi-
ble Jan. 21.

Mercy also is adjusting to the loss
of two-time, all-area sctter Nikki
Burns and is running a’ simpler of-
fense this year, using two setters.

“With two new sctters, wé want to
make it as simple as possible and de-
yelop our hitters,” DeBeliso said.
“Because we're not running the
same offense docsn't mean we're not
a good velleyball team. It yus! means
we have different personnel ”

Senjor returnce Suzie Atchinson
and junior Jilt Eveleth are the
setters, and both are doing well in
their first year either playing-the po-
sition or starting on the varsity, De-
Beliso said.

“WE'RE GOING to be one of thos¢
teams that relies on defense and the
selters to get the ball to the hitters in
three ecasy spots,” he said. “I'd
rather put the pressurc on the hitters
at this point in time."

DeBeliso's plan means the Marlins
will need improved defense. He also
has senior Nora Hand, a returning
varsity player like Paulin, Muric and
Atchinson, and junior Shannon Goff
to play in the back row,

“Volleyball is ne different lrom
other sports,” DeBeliso said. i
fense’ wins champlonships, and de-
fense brings you into your offense. .

“That's one arca where we're
weak. It can come .around. It's not
that we don’t have the talent 10 play .
the defense. It's understanding con-
cepts. They have to keep working on -
I until It's clearly understood, and
then they'll be able to rencl xnd use
their athletic ability.”

The Marlins should be a good serv-
ing team, t0o. They recorded 45 aces
from a tota) of 260 scrves Saturday.
Muric graded 1.0600 with no errors
(four "aces} In 50 serves. Pinkerton
led the team with-14 aces, and Hand
served another 11
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As the holidays are now behind us, it
is once again time for us to offer the
remainder of our
clothing, furnish
reductions
Plan to attend this post boliday tradition.
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