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January wasn’t always first month

“January, the first month of the
new year, is the actual start of the
deeade of the 90's, There will be an
cclipse of the suri and moon this
month, but the former will not be
visible from our area, and the-latter
will be unimpressive.

‘The amount of sunlight we receive
wlll increase by 52 minutes this
tnonth.

Of thie five naked-cye planets, only
Mercury Is visible in the pre-dawn
y. Venus, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn
are visible after sunsct this month.

Fer many people today, Janvary
is the beginning of a new year. But in
primitive Rome the new year start-
ed with the first day of spring. An-
cienl Persians began their year with
the first day of autumn. Many other
skywatchers divided their year into
two parts; at the end of summer's
heat and the end of winter's cold.

‘The custom of celebrating Jan. 1
as New Year's Day goes back to the
Roman Jultan calendar. The month

January was named ‘in honer of their
pod Janus, the keeper of the gates,

o)
Bullock

skywatch
Raymond E.

He had two faces; onc looklng back
to the past, the other forward to the
futare.

It was also the Julian calendar
that introduced the leap year. Since
the earth takes 365 % days to orbit
the sun, the calendar is off by one
day every four years, Jullus Caesar
decreed that every fourth year
would have 366 days to keep the cal-
endar in line with the scasons.

WHILE THE JULIAN calendar
was a vast improvement over other
catendars, it 100 was off by 11 min-
utes and four seconds ecach year,
which adds up to one day every 128
years,

OU chorus invites singers

The- Oakland University Commu»
nity Chorus, now in its 28th year of
performing classical choral music,
toviles new adult singers to_join its
130-voice mixed group beginning
Tuesday, Jan. 15, on campus near
Rochester.

Opportunity te sing with the QU
chorus is offered through Oakland's
divislon of Continuing Education, un-
der the guidance of John Dovaras,

chorus rehearses 7:30:10 p.m. Tues-
days, Jan, 15-April-16, Room 134,
Varner Hall. Tuition is $30. Integrat-
ed singers may bring a friend and

" observe the first night of class.

Highlight for the charus will be an
Aprll 6 performance of Haydn's’
“The Seasons” at Yarner Recital
Hall.

For information, call the Cunllnn~
ing Education ofice, 370-3120, 8 a.m.

By the year 1582 the calendar was
off by 10 days, so Pope Gregory
revised Lhe ealendar dropping those
10 days and introducing another cor-
rection. The Gregorlan calendar was
not adopted by everyone at once. It
wasn't untll another 170 years had
passed that England accepted it in
1752, By then il was necessary to
drop 11 days from the calendar,
much to the objection of a large
number of people who started a riot,
demanding the return of their 11
days.

Even the Gregorian catendar is ofi
by 28 seconds a year. At that rate the
discrepancy will add up to another
full day.. . . but not for 1,500 years.

January 1981 is also the start of
the decade of the '90s. Contrary te
what most people thought n Decem-
ber 1989, the year 1990 was not the
beginning of the '90s. It was the end-
ing of the decade of the '805.

‘The calendar beglns with the year
1; we had to complete that year for
the calendar to be one year ald.
Likewlse, completing the year ¢ did
not close out that first decade; the
calendar was only nine ycars old, It
wasn't until after year 10 was com-

‘pleted that the first decade came to
aclose

THAT SAME LOGIC holds truc
whether- we consider the years 180,
1000, 1900 or 1990; cach Dec. 31 of
that year was the conclusion of the
previous decade. The new decade be-
gins after Dee. 31, 1990; after we
have complcted the 10th year of the
'80s, We are now embarking on the
first year of the '90s.

But, back te our current skywnlch
Watch Mars pass the Pleiades during
the month.

Planets do not actually reverse di-
reclion. Retrograde motion Is an op-
tical illusion. When the faster orblt-
ing earth passes a slower moving
planet, like Mars, the slow planet ap~
pears to move d for a whlle.

Learn o cross-country skl on
Saturdays In January and Febru-
ary at two Qakland County parks
as reglstration gets under way-for
the 1991 Cross-country Skl School.

Spensored by the Oakland Coun-
Ly parks In cooperation with the
Observer & Eccentrle newspapers,
the cross-country skl clinic offer a
90-minute ski Jesson followed by a
half-day of open skiing.

Two county parks will host the
Saturday clinics; Independence
Oaks, located on Sashabaw Road,
two-and-a-hall miles north of 1.7
near Clarkston; and Addison Qaks
on West Romeo Road, nine miles
north of Rochester near Oxford.

Dates for the skl school at Inde-

Skiing clinic slated

. sop Oaks are Jan.

“ting.

pendence Oaks are Jan. 12, 19 and
26, and Feb. 2 and 9, irom 9:30-11
aun, or11:30a.m. tolpm.

Dates for the ski school at Addi-
12, 19 and ‘26,
and Feb. 2 and 9, 9:30-11 aun, or
11:30a.m. to 1 pm,

Class size is limited. Registra-
tion one week prior to class is
advi d. Call the park desired for a
vation; Independence Oaks at
625 0877 or Addison Oaks at 693-
2432, Park hours are 8 am. to 4
p.m., Monday through Friday.

The clinic is §6 each session, $12
if ski rental is required. Each ski-
clinje will be held weather permit-

Eventually the illuslon ends, and the
slow planct appears to change diree-
tion and go foward again.

Watch the moon pass thraugh the
constellatlon of Scorplus on”
mornings of the 11th through the
13th. On the 11th-the waning (fading)
erescent moon is- approaching An-
tares.

- On the 12th it is between Antares
and Mercury. If you can scc the
moon the the morning of the 13th,
Jook five 'degrees above and to the

left of it and you'll see Mercury. This.
. will be the best morning for fihding

Mcrcury. It is at maximum elonga-
tion {apparent angle) west of the sun
on the 14th, but the moon is a natural
pointer to Mercury on the 13th.

the -

OU offers financial planmng

Individuals who would like to have
a better understanding of their fi-
nancial position can enroll now in
Oakland University's new consumer
course, “Do It Yourself Financtal
Planning” starting Tuesday, Jan. 22.

Offered by OU's Division of Con-
tinuing - Education, the 10-session
class will meet 6:30-9:30 p.m. In the
historle Carriage House at Meadow
Brook Hall on the Rochester cam-
pus. Tuition Is $245; spouses may at-
tend at no additional charge. Class
size s Yimited. To register, call 370-
3120, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays. -

Instructor  Brace
Clarkston  will show
how to define objectiv
pare new worlh and cash l]nw smu
nients and how to determine if their
financial reseurces are positioned 10
meet their objectives N

Although mdlvnduals will assem-
ble and learn how to analyze their
own financial information, they will
not he asked to revenl or discuss
their own tinancial information. The
planning course involves insurance,
fnvestments, taxes and -retirement
and estate planning .

BUILDER'S LICENSE CLASSES

NCI Associates, Lid.

Baseball Card Show

Domino’s Farms
Detroit Tigers Museum

dircetor of university choruses. The  to 5 p.m. weekdays.
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FOR HE SALE TO DISCRIMINATE BUYERS

Fine Art Auctioﬁ

2
CALL 478-SELL
ESEA%E};;{%Q FOR DETAILS FORINFORMATION, or 313 548'2090 Final Liquidation of 1990 Gallery Inventory

Austin Galleries has now closed all of our Michigan
art gallerics and must liquidate the inventory. In
addition. we've added a large number of artworks
from our recently closed Woodficld Mall location. This
cvent provides an uncqualed opportunity to acquire
the art values of a lifetime. '

No reasonable offer refused

-

34769 GRAND RIVER + FARMINGTON -/ Cl... We're your BEST choice! =

Saturday. January 12
7:00 pm previcw

8:00 p.m. auction
Radisson Southficld
(40 Mite Road
Lodge Expressiway
Service Drive)

Sunday, January 13

0 noon preview
1:00 pm auction
5:00 pm previcw
6:00 pm auction
Ritz Cariton Dearborn
{Across from Falrtane -
Townc Center)

Oriental Rugs

January Fur Sale
Entire Collection

is proud to serve as an
underwriter for local
broadcast of

ORIENTAL RUGS
on WTVS/Channel 56
This series focuses on the NG D o ) -

_artistic, historic, cultural and .NS S;Z‘Tax
financial value of oriéntal rugs. « Full Premium on U.S. Funds
. . . « Fur Specialist for 65 Years
Be Sure To Watch
Every Saturday at 9:30 a.m.
Beginning jan. 12 through Feb. 23

Shop and Compare
Discover the advantage of
shopping ARPINS for
quality and value -

484 Pelissier Street - Downtown Windsar
1-519-253-5612
Hours: M-Sat, 9.5:30; Fri. 9-8:00

Need a chair?

| We've got 117,000 | S/ SAVINGS

- ofthem. || Smome s

R ‘| Skiwear - OQuterwear - Accessories
n - Downhill & Cross Country
For Men, Women, and Children
YOU’'LL GET YOUR BEST: DEAL' )
THIS WEEK AT...

A e Season e Of « Distinct‘ron ( WINTER
SAVE 20% TO 50%

Nyt

FULL LINE - FULL SERVICE SKI SHOPS
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616.228 6700
616 941.1999
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VISA+MASTERCARD*DINERS *DISCOVER» AMERICAN EXPRESS
OPEN DAILY 10-9. SATURDAY 10-6, SUNDAY 12-5

‘WE RE THE PLACE FOR!SKIERS:

FRELERSTION
Vg St J0 6

e
Tanagey,

Brent FURNITURE

1914 Telegraph Rd. « Bloomfield Hills - 338-7716




