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LETTING AUTOMOTIVE
suppliets in the loop; that's

what automobile

manufacturers and dealers

hope to accomplish with the North
American Internatlonal Auto Show's
Industry Trade Days.

Industry Trade Days, a two-day
prograwn running Thursday-Friday,
Jan. 10-11, Is designed to give auto
suppliers worldw(de a chance to be

. more involved in the largest auta
show in North America, said Danic)
s, Detroit Auto Dealers.
Associativn excecutive vice president.

The schedule allows supplier
companics to conduct a variety of
specialized business functions:
private showings of new capabilities
and products for customers and
prospects, a focus for company sales
and marketing meetings, a location
for professional association
meelings

“We'

alking about two basic

igs. First, it will allow the

suppliees to sce the show without the

cnormous crowds,” Hayes said.

In an unrushed atmosphere,

suppliers will be able tosce the .

ed products they had a part in
ing, and perhaps take pride in
mnplishments.

Secand, i will give the auto
supplices an epportunity to
cimmunicate with the original
equipment manufacturers. There are
no forinal sessions between the auto
manufacturers and the suppliers.

The intent of the trade days is to

.give the suppliers and
pufacturers a pportunity” to
get together, Hayes s, o

“Hasically, we're offering a place

where everyone will be, but there
s’ an organized (other than an

sponsored dinner party)
session, *Timagine there
wilt be a lot of inviting, a lot of
meeting going vt that people will set
ujr, but we're not doing it.”

“We don'L know all the apswers
yeL. This is our first attempt at
samething like this,” he said, adding
that show sponsors will get together
afterward to evaluate how it went
and talk to suppliers.

TRADE DAYS is unlike any other

ent in the world. There have been
sitnilar events at European aute
shaws, but these have been "
organized by the suppliers
theniselves, Auto shows in Europe,
Hayes said, are sponsered by the
manul

years, automobile
manufacturers
have been striving
1e get dealers
“into the loop” so
they’ll be more
involved in the
sales of cars, said
auto show co-
chairman Gordon
G. Stewart Stewart, owner of
Gordon Chevrolet in Garden City.
“Industry Trade Days is a very big
ot in Europe,” Stewart said.
e used to helpthe avtosupplicr
gel a betler fooling.™
Attarnobile manufacturers have
been cullivating a better
relationship with auto dealers for
cass. [ut auto suppliers,
sands of small
that sell the auto
companies everything from the
wjeetrenic sensors that activale aic
- bags to the litte rubber stoppers
usedd Lo plug rust (reatment holes,
have been Tell out of Lhe loop.

st be a8 greal a concern as
fur-the auto compames themselves,
need t be brought into the fold to
see what's wnportant and where they
e, Slewart said.
them wilh an

onmumcation with their customer, |

tie auto industry.”

T AUTO stiow also provides
the tdeal forum for making
ansouncements about new products
ar direchions. Media [rom all over
the world attend the auto show,
Strwart said

*aud Boudreau, public affairs
drctor for Alied Signal,
auteinative sector, in Southfiel
sau) anying that encauray
tetter relationship between the
suppliers aikd the n&nnm;ll equipment
amifacturers is welcome,

s.
mierested 1 establishing clos
with their custoniers. “And as w

e inlo Ehe future, there is going
to he o ticed for us to be pactaers,”

sid auto supplicrs and

tive campinies have ajready
tablishisd 2 close working .
elatienship over the past decade.
But mnte and moge, the suppliers

atd (e fauto makers) st work
tintethet to et the cost and quality
o pe after

Ahed Signal serves seven
antumotive core businesses: hraking
yaters for passenger ears and
concks, braking systems for medivm

ind any teucks, friction materials.
tilters, spark plugs, charge air
systemisand safety restrainls.

Alied Signal markets its producls
ander (he Bendix, Fram, Autolite
and Garrett brand nages!

MANY AUTO suppliers attended
he auto shows regardless of whether
(here were Industry Trade Days or

esupphers,(orwhom quatity—
is

not, but the lack of a forum for the
Industry limited Its uscfulness. The
auto show's “primary reason for
being has been to show cars,”
Boudreau said. .

“1 think the iasue is what.will
people do with the oppartunity.”

What specilic opportunities the
Industry Trade Days may provide,
Boudreau said he is not sure. Since
this is the first North American
Industry Trade Days associated with
an auto show, attendecs will have 10
see what opportunitics it may
provide.

Boudreau added that auto

supplicrs, once Industry Trade Days
is over,will probably suggest ways
to improve the event.

industry Trade Days, as he
understands it, will also give auto
suppliers access to aute dealers. “We
haven't had a lat of that.”

There are several reasons
suppliers would be Interested ina
closer relationshlp with dealers,
Boudreau said. For one, the auto
dealers need informatlon about the
products auto suppliers offer as
options.

“What's anti-lock brakes? How do

they work?"” he said. Dealers have to
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know what the aptions are if they
are going to sell them, he said.

TIMOTHY HEALEY, sales and
marketing director for the Auburn
Hills-based Ervin Automotive
Products, a division of Takata Inc.,
said his company has several

reasons for attending Industry Trade

Days.
First and foremost, Ervin

Automotive is assembling two teams

of its enginecring and marketing
personnel to evatuate competitors’

products. The teams, with markeling
and engineering members, will have
an opporiunity 1o see what's going on

Manufacturers, dealers trade ideas

in the world.

Ervin Automotive supplies

interior trim products like shifter
- boots, visors, storage compartments,
consoles and arm rests.

The trade days Is an ideal time for
claser inspectiop, because the
automotive suppliers won't have to
compete with'the crowds of the
general public.

“We've been assoctated with the .
auto show for a number of years, but
this will allow us to put a little morc
quality time in,” Healey said.

The sccond reason Ervin
Autamotive is interesled in going to

the Industry Trade Days is to
promote a joint venture the
company s working on with
American Sunroof Corp, the
downriver automotlve supplier and
concept car manufacturer owned by
Heinz Prechter. -

Representatives from the iwo -
companies will be In attendance to
present news of the venture to the
world media, and also to meet with
various industry representatives to
explain the venture.

‘The automotive supply market,
Healey said, is truly a global
industry. -
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