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GM's. Impact, an electric concept car, is expecied to appear

in the

Future cars

A bar‘ometer of pubhc sentiment

By Dan McCosh
special wilter |

ONCEPT CARS fit ncatly
into the American dream of
the [uture, when everybody
will be wearing strange

clathes, living in oddly shaped
heuses and, of course, drwmgwmrd
cars. .

Ttisa dream carried forth by a
series of so-called “future cars™ that
mainly date back to the early 1960s,
when the idea of a three-wheeled
vehicle powered by a jet engine
seemed just around the curner, after
a few bugs were worked out,

In fact, auto styling and auto
technolugy seetns to work In a series

- of closed toops, with trends
repeating themselves as relentlessly
as the shifl from wide to narrow ties.

. Iathe carly’ of the industry, o
“concept car” w ridiculous
nation, since every bona fide cdncept
was being tried out and marketed in

_a mad scramble between the
hundreds of companies trying to gel
a Toothuld in a booming industry.
Thire was no time 1o fool around
with future fantasy.

Tut when the post-World War 1
era seemdéd to offer stability,
serenity and a touch of boredom, the-
antumakers began to attemplt 1o
create their own vision of the future.

The result wa ries of styling
excreises cunsidered so wild and
crazy, they had to represent the

Chrysler

Y HE NORTH American
. fnternational Auto Show
will showease the lalest,

" efforts trum Chrysler's
design and engineering staff: the
Chrisler 300, Dodge Neon and Jeep
Wagoneer 2000.

"The four door Cheysler 30¢ hopes

t umjurc méemories of the
company’s luxery performance
vehicles of the ‘605, The 300 all-
blavk, driver's cockpil, including
performance-style'seats, mstrument
cluster anil contoured st
. wheel, maks
statement

The rear evtipartment, accessible

- through & hinged back doot, contains
separate headphones ar '
combimation TV, VCR cellular
phone :

With mare than a passiog nod to
the 300°s performance heritage, the
conreplc t's engine bay is filled

ler's A.0-liter, V-10
ngine mated o a .
four-speed automatic transmission.
According W Chysler presudent

Hobert Lutz, the 300°s designees had

one purpose “We want a var that
will ke everybody run out to the
storeand lovk at it ™ .

[uture of aulatolive styling: I‘h:\
was a logical outcome of the mid-
1950s fin car ¢ra, when cvcr)d.xy
cars were gelting even wilder and

crazier

TODAY, THERE is more
atteation paid to concepl cars 1hin
ever before. One reason is that aule
stylists are still feeling the pulse of
public interest, abticipating a
change that could be as dramatic as
the sudden adoption u[ the so-called
taero Jook™ thatallered the industry
at the begianing of the last decade. |
. Today’s concept cars are, in [act,
much ¢loser 1o production cars
in the past, and frequently provide at
Teast a broad- l:rum look at where

International Auto Show, mure than

-25 futyristic design exercises will be

an the show floor, prubably the,
largest single eollection of such
artful fiberglass of any show in (he
world,

The large number of concept cars
makes NAIAS something of a forum
for world design. At the domestic
manufacturers will participate,
alung with Pinninfarina, Bertone,

Regardless, they.are among the
nost expensive cars at the show,

“'with a full-powered, high-tech

excreise costing in excess of $25
mittion, while even a minor styling
2 up 2 $100,000 bill."

Concept cars have, in fact, e
2 sunor Joca) industry with a few
highly skilleg prototype shops
alizing in the creativn of these
design exereises

ONE OF the largest 15 Special
Projects i Plymouth, founded

years ago by auto designer Ke
Yancz, Special Projects specializes

Kt

* 10 producing the une-of fiberglass

bodies that clad the shuw cars.

me of their work is a joint effort
with ASC Corp in Southgate, another
custom ' prototy pe operation lh:u also
1 joint venture with
Metalerafters, a Califoraia based
custom bodgbuilder.

‘The cars star{ vul as a desigl
CXeFCISe 0n paper, o more likely on

special design computer that
allows a designer to build up shapes
in three dimensions. The computer,
1n Lurn, guides a milliag machine to
reproduce the designer’s vision in
nu- vdutiensonal clay. Often a

hth

Mereedes Beng, Nissan
and Toyo .
Few of these show cars even run,

and most that do barely crawl

around under their‘vwn power

to show

THE DODGE Neon will Uikely
ensure thal ayto show passersby will
stop and stare a litle more at
Chrysler's displa
© According to Chrysler's viee
president-product design, Thomas |
L the Dodgo Neon “addresst
d other environmental |
& investigites an
array of new features sna {un to-
dnve package.”

Underscoring the coneept
sehiele's eovironmentally conscious
design, heaely every section on the
e up [rem, or can be
recyeled ‘For example, the wheels
are madde from recyeled aluminutm
Atliterior panels are coded 10
wlentily the type of plashic used 1n
the manulacturing process

To fulfill the promi: -ul(un-|n~
the-sun eruising, the 7
equipped with an open-air, slndmg
sunroof thatineorporiates o self-
MOWIng fear window,

Tectimealiy, the Neon showeases
Chrysler's tevolulionary External
RBeeathify Direet Injection twe
stroke engine. The powerplant
provades greater output from a

_ smatier displacement and weighs 40

percent less than i traditional four-

i

ghths-size model is built
first, to text the design, followed by a

o mnlds off theclay *
modcl, then develop the fiberglass
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I . .
stfoke engane. The 3 1-liter motor
produces more than 100 hp.

1% THE heritage of Jeep's oldest
d largest vehicle, the Grand
Wagoneer, the new faur-dvor Jeep
Wagoneer 2000 provides a glimpse
of what fmight be seen in (uture off-
road vehicles

To start, the Wagoneer 2000 has
an nnusual SIX-person sCAUNg
arrangement. What looks like two
regulir bench seats aclually turn
mto a2 -2+ 2bucket seat
canfiguration ,

The ddle of each bench contiuns
a smaller, center seat, which can be
refieatd behind the second beneh Lo
vary We arcangement.”

The “entertanment centee,”
featuring a TV, VCR and ¢
dise player. moves on a track
£h the nuddle of the vehicle
Belwven the sty passengers To keep
the Wageneer 1 the spint of
wrehend fun! the tailgate putls down
o reveal tws remavible stadium
At

A Nush wounted. pap-up roof rack
accamtidates the sports equipment
awned by most Wagoneer buyers

The Chrysler 300 i

a four-door concept car
with a rear compartment accessible onty

through tear doors. The luxury pov!mmm\ce
vehicle sports an.cight-liter, V-10 engine.

The Jeep Wngoneer 2000 olfers a view of the
future of off-road vehicles. It boasts an unusual

six-person senling arrangement and a move-
able entertainment cenler.
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