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HY DID THIS \Imppur( s$ the road?
A Te get to the vther side .s|||| hopefully
spend some money, of course.
And let’s just say that road is
Grand River Avenue in downtown Farminglon,
Are there envugh reasous for the shopper to
cross te the north side of Grand River?

Officials, both in the city and the Downtown
Development Anthority, ave 1o keep on provid-
- ing reasuns for folks to cross l~.|rm|n;.|nu s husy
- main street fromn the solld busines the
shopping center to the sonth to Lhe relative ob-
seutaty to the north.

Downtown tedeveloprment shoutd remain an
| important itent on the £991 agenda of the city of
Farmington, 64-vears-old and struggling to re-
tain its smalk-town character while samlwiched
between  fasl-growing -Farmingten  Hills “and
Livonia.

Actually, the Farmingten DDA has-done wond.
under director Wendy Strip Sittsamer. and
't even better lhmg~ for the old businuss

L
we X
district. X
The DL new past the half-wi
“strectseape™ changes, must Jook at ways to
market wnd promote downtewn. Hiring  thal
part-time promotions director would seem to be
asmart move at this time.

point in its

LET'S HOPLE that person can pull the mer-
shants together in the inarketing effurl, no small
dering their independent natures.
¢ should also continue o monitor pri-
vate huilding ‘prajects both doswntown aml else-
where in the city to make sure they blend in with
the plan.

Downtown is an ainportant aspeet of Loy
Farmingion, and officials are right to pay- atten-
tion 10 it. Bul there other items for the city’s "9t
agenda. In our opinjon, some of thewn are:

& llistoric preservation — Farmington's his-

and ther

tory s 4oL of il tefl, happily -~ must

City agenda

Downtown concerns near top

never be compromi

sed for. development’s sake.
I'he historie distriet is ag much a part of the
community as the business district. Officials
‘must do whatever is necessary to protect prop-
erty values in Old Village, a historic gem with
few equals in Qakland County.
® Solid waste — It’s good that Farmington i

a member of the Resource Recovery and Recy-
cling Authority of Southwest Oakland Cumu\'
which takes an active role in reducing the enst of
trash removal, It also’strikes us that City Mana-
ger Robert Deadman, the growp’s chiirman,
seems to have a good handle on costs and options.
Remember, Farmington, like neighboring Farm-
ington 1ills, starts eurbside trash recycling this
summer. It's idents’ rcspunslblht) (0]
see that the program is carried out.

® TRAFFIC congestion — Widening of. Ore-
hard Lake Road has started.'A smoother, wider
Orctiard lake will help traffic by providing a
good north/south' route for traffic not headed
downtown. Members of the Old Village Associa-
tion have gotten involved in traffic concern:
vear. Good for-them. Let’s have more citizen in-
volvement in city problems.

# Industriad block ~— Farmington has two of
them. The one atong Eight Mile Road seems to
hiave come upon hard times. The closing of Chie:
a major blow, and there are sev-
cral empty buildings. The city must work with
the chamber of commercee and the business to do
sornething o boost tenancy. That -something,
however, should not include 1ax abatements.

® Scwers —. A S$i2 million sewer improve.
ment progrant — the largest public works
projeet in the city’s history — is at the midway
point. Farmington officials were smart to get a
Jump on the project hefore being nmandated to dn
so by the state or federal governmuent.

There are a lat of big jobs 1o doin
but if we alf puld 1ogether, theyre man:

armington,
geable,

FBIl probe

Guard your civil liberties

1ESTART SEEMS r abl unnlu.,h
the' KBI nosing around for some tips on
potential Arab terrorism in our subur-

Lan nesphborhouds where
tons congregate. BALCs the end that has Arab.
Auerieans and all others who 'valie therr civit
viphts seired

Thoses with 2 memory of history - World War
1re svared most: Some are st left
[rom the experience.

W don't wanl t have happen to us whit hap.
pened to Japanese Americans,” sand Westland
husinessiman Sul Shalieen N ' .

Ue was peferring 1o the progressi
ewil nights o Slapanese Ameri
therty Born e the U S following the bumbing-of
Pearl arbor. Suon ¢ Alerivans were
demiel] e cas alanp the west
comst il eventuilly !I(‘ldl 11 into barbed wire en-
Cioeehlelinment emnps,

IMpar T that mdaviduals amd come
proips continue (0 speakoon the recosd
for protecbon of civid libetties Our fiberly is di-
anmshied each time our brothers am)l siste
o avadened sspeet

Winle we fully snppoit the need to maintam
doane e wcnury, weare concerned that an
Dpeecnded plan to wmtérview leaders n have i

e

HE MICHIGAN Legislature in 1999 cor.
veetly passed a uniform law re
hanlizuns

Bul in unluw the palel
hasdpon ondinances
requiring tramng tor
Lawmakers shuld ren
Fegnringg appropriate trainig

Michigan already requires tramngt o the use
of putenhally lelll]'l‘l(lns|‘l|ll|]ll|ll'[|l

. ® Peaple bun Jan. 11966 musl have &
huter education (wnrw;m- ln buy their first
hunting livenses Some 1,700° volunteer atistro
tors teach the cipght-lesson course (The law
amended in 1988 pradually.lo require safoty .
struetion for bl first-time hunters )

& Pegple aped 12 to 16 must take state pre-
seribed courses Lo uperate pleasure boats with
more i sic-hotsepower engines, snowmnbiles,
andwff-road velieles

Sherill's departments, Coxst Guard auxiliaries
and ather agencies teach the course in mmany o
cations Thousinds of volunteers hetp,

Michigan, a s that relishes outdoor recre-
atien sinid tourism, put a premium on traimng
for safety. No one need have gualins about re-

huyers
dy the faw s year by

quiring training for handling a pistol safely.

Those with a memory of history
~ World War U history — are '
scared most. Some are still left
with scars from the experience.

fve unpact on the greater community’s
perception of Arab Americans,” said Paul 1)
Borman, president of the Jewish Cotmunity
Counerl of Metropolitan Detroit.

Also commenting was the . American Arabic
and Jewish Friends organization, which drew at-
(ention to a coneern t the probe would bring
move anti-Arab feeling,

The 1B itself is respensible largely for the
spetter of repression. According to a recent pro-
fessional jourdalism magazine, the FBI has o
ol the worst reputations in federal government
far frecdom of information requests. They are
demed. or simply ignored. Indeed our ([ll(‘\ll(n!l\
to the burcau last week went snanswered. We
have little confidence in an agency which is stin-
gy with public informati
v shimmering line of a boundary in
. there is i finer line which we're
aling with in vur suburban, cammunitivs. We
all must guard against cr ngit.

Enact handgun training

The umform pistol Law was the good idea of
the Nuttonal Rifle Association. But NRA was off
Dase in oppesing |n.urdulur\ training.

NHA argoes that piivate gun owaer
constitutionally -~ protected: “A° well regnlated
ilitia being n sury to the security of o txm-
tate, e right of e people’ to keep and b
arms shall not be infringed.”™ NRA sees mang
tory tranmimg ss o bopeyman, infringing on thal
right

Not so The right to vate 18 ¢ n\muhmml\
mnl\'( ted. Although ne one has to Lake a it
st hefore Fegistering to vote, Michigan requires
school atendince to .|;,o 16, which is amed the
samd thing

State-mandated  pistol  traiming shouldl  he
teadily avaable, frequently offered and cheap.
Detre aining ordinance was flawed hecanse
s were all gedly infreguent and expensive
b good tecordan providing hant-
er. lm.u«r and snowmobile safety traintng, We
trust i could do the sime for pistol training

Qur precious constitutional right to bear arms

will gel @ bad name if untrained peuple keep

hurting themselves and othe {ate-mandated
training for new pislol owners will help us pre
serve the right
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American dream slips
due to professmnals

MOST PEOPLE in Michigan are
entering the *90s worse off than they
were 20 years ago. Excepting the top
20 pereent-(whose income Is up sig-
nificantly), the last time most Michi-
Ran families could show real im-
provements in family income was
the carly '70s -

Since then,. for Michiganians the
American Dream bas turned into a

ightmare. This is another in a §
of examinations of how and why,

The American’Dream is made up
not only of rising  income:
presumes 7 rising level of living
solid, middle-clas

Central to lh
things: culley
ing out of I
-~ for which pri

.nd fina
s have gone aut of

- sight in the past'20 years, putting

pressure on l.:llmg incomes to keep
up.

COLLEGE TUITIONS have' gone
thraugh the roof in the pas

At the Umiversity of Ml m;..m, 1
state wition has gone from 31,9
per year tw $2,502 for the 1990 3
Other Michigan collepes have fol-
towed suit. If (he budget culs na
being talked about by Gov' Johka En-
gIr come to puss, we may be sure
the universities will pass un most of
their shortfall in income to therr st-
dents - and parents.

Al elite private calleges like flar-
vard, tuition from 1977 Lo 1969 has
more than trapled while te consy
er price wdex has doubled

As any Lomly with kids in collepe
knows all too well, dollars to pay toi--
tion, rosny, boutd, books, clathes and
fun are after-tax dollars A ily
miking $80.000 a year sounds well
aff, but after s that wutks out to
around $50,000  And o yon take
$5.000 & yeor for two chiklen i cal-
hat's i Lig, g bite out of a
¥ budyel

Philip
Power .

m(l

HEALTH CARE &
sity for middle-class living.

True, most health care costs are
covered by employer-paid health in-
surance. But in a competitive world;
the costs of health insurance tran-
slate tn lower wages,

tn 1960, onr natmnal health care
costs were ahout 5 percent of total
personal income. That wenl 1o 13
;n-nun by 1989 — or more than 1}
prreent of our tolal gross nativnal
product.

The number of doctors rose from
274,000 in 1970 10 554,000 in 1988, an
increase fram 137 to 225 per 100,000
Amencans, The incomes . of those
doctars rose by one-fourth during the:
t decade, to ncarly $150,000 a
r, while other middle-class in-
were flat at best. -
# by the usual indicators —
\mm.,m ranks worst among the
L in mortality from major dis
t in infant mortal-
a society put into
health vare is less than what we et
out uf 1t

another neces-

ANOTIIER FACTOR in the slide |
the *

lifestyles is
wrowing infestation of our socicety by
so-called professionals who do little
to add value to our economy and whao
i practice have merely sed our
costs and added Lo our aggravation
yers. Accarding ta the
canomist, in 1960 Ameri-
ca_had 260000 lawyers, by 1970,
i’ 1980, 541,000, and in

of middle-cl

The number of lawyers has nearly
tripled in 30 years; the number per
100,000 Americans has, gone from
1450301,

And wé all know that much of the
“demand” for services of Jawyers is
produced not by ordinary people
trying to stay out of trouble but by
other lawyers adding (o their in-
come.

Take lobbyists, In 1960 the US:
Senate registered 3,656 paid labby
as of last July, 33,704 — 337 per

senator.
You tel! the: What boost to the v
ing standards of the middle class do
these people produce?

HAVING ANTAGONIZED ot

rofessionals who read this column,
1 will end by diverting your aotice 1o
those iriendly folks an Wali St:
who assisted the demise of our living
standaeds by:

& Destroing the stock market by
repeated and brazen insider teading

® Destroying the bom! market by
creating junk bonds which polluted.
solid corparate debt instruments,

& Milked outrageous fees from
corporate raiders and beleaguercd
managements alike while using junk
bonds as weapons in‘the corporate
takeover ne,  thereby: ruining
scores of magnificent American eur-
porations

For these peopte, nothing is too
awful 1dedight 1n the recessio
ravisging Wall Street.

Wall Streeters, Jawye
and college administrator:
have had a hand in the decline of the
American Dream. They ran up their
prices and 100k our money without
much of 1l going to buost our living
standards

»

Pl Power as chairman of the
campang thut owny this newspic
pers My nward-awmnang colonn
el appear perodicatiy.

Why pay for a 5th year'?

QUESTION: At sacinl gathering,
1 heard parents talking whout how it
100k their chililren five yenrs 1o get
thraugha supposedly four-yrae col-
lege prugram, We have n son going
o college aext fall and bave budget-
el for a_four-year degree program
What ean we do ta aveid getting
stuck with paying fur o fifth year?

ANSWER. 1 know one family
which pul three of s children
through o major state university and

to o a filth yeer to get
degree. None of the three
Jor or took 1 secomd
i should be the only de

e oot falking about the
ial bulterly who s not i
to {heethe ru'tl world, W
aneut i
steneturing
five years

Fasked my four elnidren and llu-u
friends. all of whom grinduated from
college, what percentage of college
students do the

le ta )mh] s 4I|~n(~ for

cy estimaled at east 40 pere
of the students ¢

program needed a filth y
One r
some of the
ther uut of

eve 1 that
arper ratlies, el
benevalonee “of llll‘ll

S (ﬂh seruer
Sleve Barnaby
Judith Doner Berne
Dick Isham -
Maork Lewis - ¢ ta
Fred Wright

sections ol

heart or for moncy, are enrolling
more students than they ean handle

OFTEN JUNIOR
Jeked ont of cour:
graduation o thero
Why” The

nd seniors pel
required for
major area,

wed for cerfain required
courses to handle al) the students,

In somi colivges the sehedole is
probles. Some required courses are
anly offered every ather year. 1f the
caurse 15 nol offored in” the senior
Fear, and the student doesn't find out
until the Junior year, it's tow late.

Semretimes summer school offers
the course, sometimes it does

Another niigor reason, 1 hnhm
that tany college departen
e rreased the number
af ¢ or the number
of eredit hours for i course,

AL the same lime many instity-
tions have nob deereased the aumber

& 1

. JLurean Comey u
vert e Philip Power (i g
Richard Agininn

are not ‘enough course .

_call;at

rrvn‘rru N cWISHAPers

of CoEnate Courses teourses to ke
student o well-rounded individual .

YOU ASK, “How can parents
avedd getting stuek with pagimg for o
fifth year”™ Your son or you and
¥our son should meet with his cul
lr;,-v Anhuur and find out exacily
ses on his four yea
pl nare lg«'lm, olffered.

You must alse inform your son
thirl it is s re \pﬂn\'ilnhl\ to make o
E p with his wl
VISOE to insure )u- i ou trark. Thou
sands of students go through the .
larger universities and never see an
advisor. Your son is a big boy and on
his schedule of classes there 1«
number or name that. identifies his
advisar. Dor't wail for-the advisor ty
ouT Tesponsibitity - .
spring find omt il
chang: e gaIng to take plac
next schednle. Always pre.
register. Don't wail untid the last day
and stand in line.

Frankly I find 1t appathng the
aumbers of families getting stuck
with paying tuition. activitics fees,
{ood and Todging for a fifth year

Every

Jumes "Doe” Doyle 1s o former
Tron Sehools admmsoator i
column on education taues up
pedrs periadically




