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That Kroger
was needed

To the editor:

Concerning the closing of the two
Korger stores in Farmlingion Hills
and how it affects the customers, 1
asked store manpager Jim McGril)
why they are closing the stores.

His reply was, “Kroger wants to
give thelr customers the best, a new-
er image."

But if they wanted to give their
company a newer Image, why don't
they just remodel the store instead
of closing the two stores down.

Kroger doesn’t plan on selling the
property or trying 1o get out of the
lease of ‘the stores because of the
competition of other supermarkets.

But it really hurts the other com-.
mercial businesses In the area be-
sides the senfor citizens ‘or people
who don't own a motor vehicle who
now have to walk in the cold weath-
er for two or more miles to the clos-
est supermarket.

I encourage people to get a peti-
tion going to make them reopen the
Krogers, or to cancel their teasd and
put in a different supermarket or

slore.

Willlam J. Mouasos,
former employee,
* Kroger Supermarket, No. 619

A yes vote:

for millage

To the editor:

There have been recent full page
“Taxpayer Alert" ads in the Farm-
inglon’ Obscrver giving the millage
issue bad press. There have also
been, letters in your column to the
same effect,

I have been a Farmington resident
for 18 years and I teach at the new
Hillside Elementary in the Farming-
ton - Scheol district. I have twao
daughters who went through Farm-
ington schools from K-12, and got a
wonderful education and were fully
prepared for college with good ACT
and SAT scores.

Enough of this negative splash.
Let’s look at some real issues,

Property values are affected by
the quality - of the community’'s
school system. Farmington has high
quality education. It has become the
standard that Farmington residents
have come to cxpect.

People move to Farmington and
maintain the value of area homes
because of the qunmy of our school
system.

They reallze Farmington has en-
riched curriculum, Jow class slze,
competitive salaries, and that we
provide a safe, healthy, and attrac.
tive environment for our chlldren.

HILLSIDE is the newest school in
Farmington. It ofiers its students a
wenderfu) learning cnvironment, ex-
citing and Individualized program-
ming, and enthusiastic teachers who
are pro-KIDS.

We wan! to maintain our quality
programs, The district has already
cut over $1 million fram the opera-
ting budget In an attempt to be fis-
cally responsible while maintaining
a quality program.

We don’t want (o lose professional
staft, support staff, services, and our
wonderful programs such as inclu-
sive cducation, enrichment classes,
moenthly themes and weekly curricu-
lum assembiles, and developmental-
ly appropriate education.

Children need elementary art, in.
strumental and vocal music, and
physical education offerings. They
shouldn't suffer because these pr
grams may be climinated or reduced
if the millage isn't passed.

As a’parent, a proud Farmington

teacher, and a Farmington laxpayer, .
T urge

“residents to not be snowed
under by such™ taxpayer alert .uh
that take up full pages. Vote “yey”
on Feb. 5.

Dodic Narris,
Farmington Hills

Here’s a no
on the mlllage

To the editor:

Vote for better education,
more waste of tax dollars.
Voters should 'vote against the
school tax hike Feb. 5, and then for a
better quality school board and qual-
ity. education for Farminglon stu-
dents June 10.

Extra money is' nnt needed to can-
tinue exisling  progra Michael

not

. Flanagan is misleading parcnts and

the public with idle threats of cut-
DR programs.

With & 392 million budget and un
enrollment of 10,630 students, $8.650
is spent per studeat, one of the high-
est amaunts in the state:

The only justification for the 3.7-
mull increase is to improve the quals.
ty of education and wisely spend the

maoney avallable. This has not been
done. -
We have all been paying for the

school board buyout of the previous
schoot superintendent, Graham Lew-
is. Our high scheol sel nmn have
achieved medlocre
college entrance exam scores.

I resent the schoo) board spending
tax money te send publle schoot
propaganda updates just before eve.
ry millage and school board election.

T'am disappointed In the Farming-
fon Observer -for not yet printing
verbatim the millage proposal and
more facts about the current school
budget.

Too much has been wasted on
whit only two people, Flanagan and
Richard Headlee, have said. The vot-
ers need more information.

T want the best education possible
for Farmington students. lemg
more money is Rot the answer.
Please vole no Feb. 5.

Suzanoe Upmeyer,
Farmington Hills

Why can’t
DNR respond
in time?

To the editor:

0 "Strange ‘gas c]nud 18

The Air Quality D.vmon of the
Michigan Department of Natural
Resources is “supposed” 1o respond
to emergency reports of gas clouds
such as reported on Friday. That de-
partment has the equipment to mon.
1tor and specifically detect the pres-
enee and content of toxins in the air.

However, whe the presence of
the gas cloud was reported to the
emergency response number of the
ar quality  division, the division
refused to respond beeause they can-
nol mohilize their manpawer in time
ta get to the area before the cloud
divsipates! :

I believe the people in the area
should know

® We are paying: for services
which cannot be provided.

® Fire departments and police
departments  cannot measure the
presence or eontents of 4 non-con-
Iined cous cloud

In.my opinion, the public aceds ta
write the DNR and-their legislators
asking; that the response ability of
the Air Quality division be improved
L.Jane Evaas,

Troy

Millage
question
is simple

Ta the editor:

1 have to smile at the people who
want a debate over the February
millage. There is nothing to debate.

It you feel that the students of
Farmington arc receiving a quality
cducation and you would like it to
continue, you will vote yes,

If you feel that you would tike the .
students to receive an education
with less. qualily and services, you
will vote o,

The time has come for us to show
our true values. Do we vatue educa-
tion ar money? [L seems as sunple as
that,

Hruce Brown,
Farmlngton

Millage try
upsets voter

To the editor:

A school system out of conlrul
Is this what the people have allowed
by constantly voting in millage?

We who vote have an obhigation,
as do our representatives wha arean
authority, to nat abuse the respeeted
public - the voters, and also the
ones that don't vote for whatever
reason,

I remember when a millage was
not to be carried over the term of
the person n office wha was asking
for a millage. Now we Lhe public are
asked to vote for a 20-yeur upping
our taxes by passing this millage. Ri-
diculous.

The monies collected are over the
millage set by prudent people in off-
ice. [f the ones who run the budget of
aur board of educaton can't work
within those lines and have over
$14.5 million in reserve. they should
sot be in eontrol
Strelezuk,
Farmingtan
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By Linda Enbdru
special writor

The advertisement of Richard
Headlee  directed  against  the
Farminglon I'ublic .School Sys.
the school  district's
health

By not presenting the whole
story, he 18 nol being fair to the
votersan this district

The chart 1n bis ad sumarized
the financial situation at the ead

tinancial

of the tiscal year, June 1930, It
reports a snapshot in time
To that the district had

$14 9 million in “surptus funds” is
simply misleading It s ke view-
g my che ng account as more
than - adequate before the bills
huve been pad.

Alter years of minimal mainte-
e, the district committed to
ve repairs and renovations
y of its buildings last sum-
mer. The {funds tu pay for thase
renovations as well as funds to
pay lor textbooks, supplies, ctc
were waiting in the - fund equity
account until payment was due.

Of the £14 9 millien in so called
“surplus fonds,” $8.4 million was
committed to the summer cons
struction prajects, supplies. and
texthooks mentioned above

The remaining $6.5 mudlion was
split between a general emergen-
cy fund of about $2 multion, and
$42 million saved -back.in re-
sponsu o rumors of & reduction in
state funding,

In fact, state funding was re-
duced by $35:8 million and the
emergeney fund was necessary
for budgeted obligations

1 consider the district to be fis-
cally responsible by having an
mmergency fund and by anticipat-
Ing; the state cutbacks.

The figure of $52 million was
alsa an anflated report of disteict
expenditures Of that [igure,
£19 4 Mo represents services
stich as-Boys Republie, the Spe

« rumhurwd m
th sponsoring agencies

\up;u.rnm ar

Consequently, annual expendi-
tufes fof the Farmungton Public
tool students are approximate.
= $73 1mullinn

tem presented a dislorted view of .

Headlee ads are
unfair to schools

WHILE THE increase in ex-
penditures has outpaced the rate
of inflation, reasons for the in-

. Creases exist:

® Employee benefits — These
costs for all employees have sky-
rocketed over the past five years.:
This was a problem nationwide,
not just for Farmingtun schoals.
In one of those years jnsurance
costs increased 30 percent.

® Capitat’ expenditures
When'the bond 1ssue was defeated
th Scptember 1988, the district
began to use uperating money for
much needed building repairs and
renovations.

® Two additional eletmentary
schools — Hightneadow and Hill-
side were opened to relieve over-
crowding -in ‘the clementary
schools. The operating costs re
quired to run these two elementa.
ry schools increased the budget.

¢ Technology ~ The Technal-
ogy Advisory Commuttee hays be-
gun to implement a plan to bhing
appropriate hardware and soft-
ware to the students and teachers
of the distriet. Upgrading technol.
OE¥ 1S, 1N Iy view, necessary o
compete with the standards sel
natianally and internabionally for
technological prowess.

Finally, the figures for student
enrollment  were msleading.
While the overall student count 1n
the districl has increased only §
peteent reflecting a temporary
decrease in the numbers of high
school students, enrotlment 1o the
clementary schools has increased
dramatically over the past five
vears  These are the students
whom the: district must educate
during the next decade.

[ disagree with the conclustons
as stated in the ad and support
the passage of the millage for our
Farmington schools Be Vigilant
Be faformed But please : My
Headlee, Be Fair

3 Emberg. who bus ten

wthe Farmungton
34 member of
Criemds of CFarmington

Sehoas, which supports the re-
qurst for adiitional mallage
Voters wall decide the issue
a Feb 5 election
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With M-CARE,
the sky is not the hmlt

e whenever

10 Chose

- Lhe anlv HMO backed by the
U of M Medical Center. .
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