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Coincidence led
to his success

. By Dan Greenbaerg
spoclal wrlter

OBERT CICCHINT is now
- appearing on 1,820 screens
nationwide as Loe Pennino

~ *a small but significant
role,” he sajd — in Francis Ford
Cuppola’s "The Godfather Pact 111"

The former Hedford Township
sesident assessed his career by de-
claring, "1 recognized the insecurity
of*it, having to audition continually,
dut I had always been interested in
acting, ever since I was a little kid."

His suce in being cast in “The
Godfather™ (as licutenant to mobster
Vincent Ma , played by Andy
Garcia) represents more than a dee-
ade of determination, hard work and
careful preparation, to say nothing
of luck and veineidence,

There alent, intelligence
and education. TI\L nghl agent is
important, 100," Cicchint said, de-
retibing  the arduous years " that
teansformed  this  all-sport  high
schoul athlete inlo a stage and film
actor, '

alse

. "FOOTHALL, BASEBALL, bas-
ketball, track and ficld — T compet-
ed-in all these sports at Bishop Bor-
ess High Sl

n 1976, he

d. Cicchini went on to
an University. 1 sup-
pone i 1 had been able 1o compete in
otie of those sports on a college level
but 1 't big cnough
or good enuugh,” ) N

“Acting wa ural progress
sion, If the universily environment is
supposed 10 be a pl.uc where"the
wuorld 1s opened up 10 young people,
well it eertainly for me™

After considerable acting experi-
ence at Central, he left school to
travel in Eurape, where he had the
opportunity to meet his parents’ rel-

ves. His mother is Freach and his
ther, Jtallan The senior Cicchini
now Jives in Bloomheld Township
and 15 a custom tailor. Besides Rob-
ert, the Clechinis have two s

TS
his bachelar's degree in the theater
pragram, where he appeared in 18
shows in Hilberry . Studio” Theatee

I, where | graduated,

produciions and at the
teonpe at the same time.

Then came auditions and aceept-
ance at New York Univers Tisch
Schonl of the Arts where, he said, "1
did three years of hard trinning n
their pri u- master’s pr(y;,r.un W
wore out working 12-14 hours a day.
rehearsing. gong to class, dotag
shows ™ .

Bob Cicchini was a struggling stage aclor who got his big
break when he was cast in the tilm “The Godfather Part 1l

Bonstelle
Theatre He also worked in a dance

In 1984 Cicehnt married Jeanine,
whom he desenibes as ncredibly
supportive of s acling career dv-
apite the fact that it was tough hiv-
ing 1n New York without money.”

“When T got out of school it imme-
drately gat @)t tougher beca
he sadowith & with a wry grin, 1
dign't beoame o star night aw, H
dnteven geticob ™

During the next two-year period.
he waitead Lables, juggled my sched-
¢ i i string of low.
budj . off-ofl-off Broadway
st s Then he started getting pay
ing work in fegion:

s Cleveland P
at the Gutheie The
1N

“Hut T couldn’t get film auditions
because the kind of agent | had deadt
tustly 1 theatrieal work.” he sad

£ 0 Minneapo-

CICCHINT'S BREAK capped mare
a0 than g decade of study and nard
work And 1t happened because of &
o e sad, "It was a very
‘L of errcumistanees whieh
ali fell o place
Although na oae knew the ttle, 3t
r that noted producer ‘cast-
ar Pred Rous was workiag
Jor production His tng
vw York, Alida Chapr
able Fred hired

IN TIIE ROMANTIC 2
starvang arusts, he “lved o o eal
rat-hole m the Fast Vidlage on 10th
Street in Manhatten with my buddy
Paul. We were sa poor and NY LU
expensive, so we ate . lut of iz
and Jrank Algerian sane . We had Wik ¢
these tmier that used to crawlaround
and were so hrasen they would -
there and huang around with s
watehing television

LWl v

‘Michael Corleone, played by Al Pacino {cen-
ter), participates in a grand celebration aller a
ceremony where he is honored by the Catholic

st
LG

Church,'in Francis Ford Coppula
ed movie conlinuing the “Godtather”

'l had always been
interested in acting,
ever since | was a little
kid.*

Ase Rialic Josephs, who
offices with Brian Chavon,
cast fmean two plays in New
Yote atud Brian liked my whrk

iehend Bim about young
3 b recummended me He
4Nt kiow ty agent so he gave her
s home phune ™

Waorking with A
e, Dyt Kot
and the T
Pears
menduus b

Sitoe tanot.
stal! appeasatn e i
“Jungle Fover anit
Paul Sarvinn
“Life 0 m-
whieh will

o

Cieetim receved the call and was
snditinned by Roos. Of coursu. 1L was
cxeving 16 learn the seope of the
1o small role o
Gdfuther  eunopen

£\ o meel agents. the kind of
agents that can get me auditions,
agents whe would be  powerful
ehuugh 1o get me sern by the people
1 need to see and who would be um-
pressed by the fact that [ had gotten
thes role. that st wasn't a fluke or
ad Just wut of sclions] ©

Spaba
worked with
M

et

Miny nervous months passed af
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upcoming .
things to do

o 'NUNSENSE' COMING
Nexl attraction at the Birning

Lamy Theatre as the musieal “Nun-
apening 1 fiveweek run
Tuesday, Feb 5. and | cuntinuing

(hrough Sunday, Mareh 10, Manlyn
Farma, who orgunated the role of
the Reverend Mother in New York
will tepeat her rule 1o this produe
ben Jeanifer Myers, who atteaded
Andover Hhigh School m Bloomfield
1010s, also’ s m the cant. For ticket

nformmation cill 644-3533

© SCHEDULE CHANGE

The  Birmingham Theatre aa
nounces (hat the comedy “Shitles
Valentine,” vryunally schedulied for
Tuesday, Apri 2, fhrough Sunday
5 will be replaced by the ooy
l«lu( mnsieal “Dianes at tur
more information call the theater at
6494
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