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spoclal writer

HEN THE Art Gallery
openced In June 1989,
it provided Garden

City residents access
to a local fine-art galtery for the
first time in the city's history.

From the beginning, Gardcn City
Fine Arts A

In Do!roil " Patricia Groenenboom, who' teaches art in
Detroit, graphically illustrates a down-and-out resident of the
Delray area standing in front of a burned-out church, once a
historic architectural treasure. The print, mnlled but un-

.‘fl‘-'"%

On exhibit

niche: locally made fine art

chance to display and scll fine art
without being charged gallery
commisstons, which, on average,
range from 30-60 percent.
Cammissions at The Art Galtery
are 20 pereent,

The lower commissien, in turn,
enables the artists exhiblting at the
galiery to reasonably price their
creations, msklr}x original art

enthuslastically encouraged and
supported the'cultural venture.
The 40 b

collectors,
as well as seasoned veterans,
“We ask the artists to keep their

formed in 1982, is a group of artists
{rom Garden City, Livonia,
Westland, Redlord, Dearborn,
Wayne and other surrounding
communities dedicated to
providing a forum far the visua)
arts.

The nenprofit gallery’s purpose
is twofold: to give artlsts the

prices . said curator
Norma McQueen during an
interview at the gallery.

McQueen and other gallery
workers are volunteers, She's
president of the Garden City Fine
Arts Association and a praulclng
artist herself.

“Prices run from $20 to $250

with an average range of $80 10

$125.” McQueen Said.

THE GALLERY handles 14
artists working in a variety of
media, including acrylic,
watercolor, oil, pen and ink,
colored penet) and sculpture.

“As far as the type of art we
tandle, 11's more traditional,”
McQueen sald, “some
impressionlstic, some abstract,
but, in general, it's of the realistic
type.”

Patricia Groenenboom's series
of graphite prints capture the
reallsm of living in Detroit’s inner
city with their emotlonally
wrenching scenes, In “Detreit 11"
the Detroit art teacher accurately
depicts the historic architecture of
Jefferson Avenue, which, once
dignified. is now ditapidated and
decayed.

“Cat’s Meow," by Norma McQueen, is rendered with a white-
colored pencil on a bluck ground. It won the People's Choice

Gaye E. Oliver's “Snow Bound" is an oil paint-
ing with white dominating the landscape, She
uses blues to bring out the white of the snow.

A-single-tane country road runs through the
picce, disappearing into the far horizon. The
work scils for $150.

“Patricia’s picces scem
depressing when only viewing the
detertorating buildings, but when
people look up into her clouds, they:.
see an eye with wings, the eye of
the angel,” McQueen said. “But
then again, the eye could aiso be
seen as evil.”

In “Detroit i1L," Groenenboom
graphically lustrates in black and
white a down-and-out, intoxicated
resident of the Delray area”
standing in {ront of a burned-out
church, once a historic
archltectural treasure.

McQueen's work, which also
hargs in the gallery, has won
several awards. Her colored pencil
rendering of three different views
of a cat’s head, “Cat’s Meow,” wan
the People’s Choice Award last
spring at the anaual Garden City
Public Library art show. It is
created with 3 white pencil upon a
black background

Her watercolor, "Autumn
Leaves,” won second place and the
People's Choice Award Jast
December at the Sheridan Square
holiday juried show.

EHer waterealor, “Favorite
Season,” depicts autuma by using a
tlurry of leaves in ochre, sepia and
orange. I like watercolor, but it's
difficult o control.” McQueen said.

GARDEN CITY artist Barbara

Gosney exhibits her ime.
consuming pen and ink sketches at
The Art Gallery. Created by “using

the pointillistic method,” Gosney
produced a composite sketch of
Garden City's historic architecture,
which, dat-by-dot, 100k 44 hours to
complet

“Extibiting at a gallery is a way
tosuake 3 comunity aware of our
God-given lalenls,” Gosney said.
RIS very important fol
isplay their work. Th
City gallery gives us an
nmwnunllvlu fetinto the market
world.”

MeQueen coneurs. “The gallery
gives a lot of artisls exposure.
Utherwise they'd be hanging in
their basements or hidden in
elosets or whatever.”

Garden

Award last spring m the annual Garden City Pubhc lerary
art show.”

“Favorite Season" is the title o

Norma McQueen. The impressignistic work depicts autumn,
using a flurry of leaves painted in ochre,sepia and orange.

1id Richard
Cromwell's arylies sell “extremely
well” at the gallery. Cromwell. of
Dearborn Heights, paints
landscapes of dighthouses and

ships ln his “Henderson Lines

Tug, des of dark flue dominate
the pis makimg the seene certe
and moody. -

The Art Gallery has a guardian
angel in the human form of Robert
Sheridan, owner of Sheridan
Square, where the gallery is
located

According to MeQueen, when a
store vacated the square sn 1989,
Sheridan alerted the Garden City
Fine Arts Association “Through
bis generosity, the gallery has been

MeQueen

1 this walercolor painting by

sucvess. TMeQuren sand

Sheridan is i budding sculptor
His bronze svated nude displays s
\nborn talent for sculping. quite
mreely

On Saturday, Jan 14, the gallery
husts a portrait drawing workshop
with Julie Grordanu from 10 3 m
to3pm Giordano. o portrat
arlist, owns - Grordane Gallery
Nuorthville Cost of the partemt
workshop 1 §2

The Art Gullerp hours i
noun to b e Thursdig
Saturdap ”n' A Gallery taan
Nheri it Fand
Ruonad, il Nomeag
Met,

Staff photos by Art Emanuele

ARTSY ENCOUNTERS:

Jerrine

Habsburg, Marjorie

Chellstorp, Lily Dudgeon, Audrey Di-

® If you like art but are'shorl on
self-confidence, check out VAAL

Visual Art Association of onia
winter classes and workshops start
Monday, Jan. 24

VAAL's mission? To promote skil)
bullding through studlo work and
twlce-yearly exhibits. All sessions
are open to the publie,  although
VAAL members recelve reduced tul
tion and cxhibit tees. .

Classes span the arts spectrum:
watercolor, monotypes, oil portraits,
drawing and sketching, even inde-
pendent study.

Workshops include working in the
medium of your chotce, learning how
to use principles of design, masters
ing color, and watercolar painting.

Amateurs they're not. The faculty
boasts local art pros ¥dee Joppich,

pich said. M
painting for y
them fmprove
markable wi

Hills resident said,
ried competition in and out of state.
They
the serious direction of their work.
“For the most part, they're not
just taking classes for somethlng 10
do, but rather they recognize they

Marco and Lin Baum.

Students are there to learn, not

pass the time, says Joppich, a facul-
1y member for 10 years. This term.
(he nationally honored watercolorist
is ted
mastering-color workshop.

hing a watercolor class and 4

“They're serious students” Jop-
of them have been
. And T've seen
and advance in a re-
1y
“Many of them,"”

the Farmington
are entering ju-

continue 1o study. That shows

have i ¥ i wre serieus

abo

Uit
©ang i

Juppict expectatly Tikes dearning
from her studenia. “They certanly
keep me challenged.”

Students, whe eome from through-
out, Observerland, meet at the Jef-
ferson Center in Livonia. To register,
call VAAL's class and  workshop
coordinator, Marge Masek, 464:6772

A dedicated, respected community
grovp, VAAL deaws financial sup-

pul’l frotn the Livoma Arts Comnns.

1o e city of Livoma and the
Livema Culturat League.

VAAL night be the right tonic
for vour tndwinter blues

e [U's a fascinating exhibit on
that American Jeon, the vacation
And t's at the Henry Ford Museum
nDearbarn

From steamer trunks Lo souveniss,
a l9th-century stagecaach to a 195
Famaly station wagon, and vintage
sports cquipment (o’ vinlage travel
. the. §$275,000 exhibit ex-
150 years of change'in_how
Americans  have planned, packed
tar, traveled to, enjayed and remem-
hered their vacations.

It's funded by AAA-Michigan and
the National Endowment for the
Humanities

" Viltage,

‘HDW ‘to-hone your-art skills; vacation exhlbrta winmer

Henry Ford Museum's first travel
mp exhibit, "Anwericans On Vaca-
Lo s based on a chapler an the
18H hook, “Lesure and Emtertain-
ment 10 Amersea,” by staff curator
Donna R Hraden

® A cobblestone buslding . that
ance was a 19ih-century blacksmith
shop for reshoeing hoeses and repanr-
g farm nnplements sl stands at
14 Mile and Middiebeli in ¥
_ton th

The building, lday used for stor-
part of the Ward Eagle. Office
former . dairy farm of a
Farmington  Township  supervisor
and justice of the peace.

The {armhouse also has been pre-
served by West Bloomfield develop-
ers Stan Finsitver and David Fried-
man, who strove to retain historical

vesties of the site, hirst settled
1826 by Simuel Bryan

It's fun to do something with his-
terie budings, You have o property
that nobody else has You have ©
somettung with a litle flivor,” Fin
silver said

The Greek
da

farmhonse
k1o Ward Eagle

1 1967) was & Promunent met-
ber of the Michigan Milk Producers
Assactation, organized in 1916

He traveltd around the state per-
suading farmers to” become mem-
bers for couperative marketng and
prading of milk,” Ruth Hoth Moehl-
man's 1980 istory book, “1f Wally
Could Talk: Henlage Homes of
Farminglon,” tells us

Revival
1641

Hob Sklar 15 assistant maniig-
tng edator for special prowets




