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Entrepreneurs display architectural acumen

By Dale Northup
speclal writor

The roots of commerclal architec-
ture can be traced back to the Indus-
trial revolutien and tall office build-
ings of the late 19th century. The of-
fices, as vertlcal symbols of civic
and business pride, facilltated trans-
actlons of supply and demand.

Then came Henry Ford who
changed the architectural profile of
business and Industry with the as.
sembly line, the automobile and con-

" sequent spread of commercial en-
terprise across the countryside in a
* hortzontal fashion. Qur mobility en-
hanced a competitive market and an
architecture that was designed to
capture the eye of passing motorists.

Architect Robert Venturi, in his
book, “Complexity and Contradie-
tlon In Architecture," defends the ar-
chitectural dlversity of Maln Strect
and the highway as reflective of a
mass-consuming society satlated by
visual delectables. Venturi further
cxplalns in his book an architecture
that has become a visual reflection
of our lalssez faire ideals,

On some of the commercial corrl-
dors in Oakland and Wayrie countles
are bulldings that reflect the needs
of aggressive, yet visually sensltlve,
entreprencurs who have sought a
commercial image that satisfies
their Individual tastes while, at the
same time, serving the concerns of
business productivity.

John Milanowski, owner of J&M
Reproduction In Troy, planned his
building by taking Into consideration
the interior specifications that would
best serve a productive climate for
his growlng business and 60 employ-
ees. Solving these requirements, he
presented them ‘to Troy architeels
Straub Associates who designed and
engineered the building.

The 35,000-square-foot structure
has an office appearance that belies
its mechanieal . assembly function.
Two sides of the building are clad in
dark tinted glass, held in place with
black metal mulliens that tegether
lend visual continuity to the facade.
One of the sides has threc baylike
projections that step oui, from the
{ront to the back, culminating at the
entrance. The transition - between

Henry Ford changed
the architectural
profile of business and
industry with the
assembly line.

these three areas is softened by con-
cave and convex glass.

TIIS SUBTLE extéerior wall cur-
vature is amplificed in the office area
inside with a curved corridor that
dramatically wraps itscli around the
production area, Serving to reinforce
ploneer architeet Louls “Sulivan's
statement, “form follows function,”
the exterior form of J&M Reproduc-
tion was determined after the interi-

‘or function had been created. A half-

size baskethall court Is another in-
terior feature that serves to satisfy
the off-hours physical actlvity of Mi-
lanowski and his employees. White,
fluted concrete_ block covers the
ather two sides of the building.

On Helm Sireet in Plymouth
Township Is an office/industrial
building built by Lee Jastnski for his

business, Jasman Constructlon.
Jasinski collaborated with Plymouth
archltect Joe Phlllps on the 24,000-
square-foot building. The archliec-
tural prototype was Frank Lloyd
Wright's Winslow house of 1893 — a
relatlvely simple block-like dweling
with a shallow hip roof — 1that
helped usher’ in that 20th century
masterpicce known as the Prairie
House,

But Jasinski also wanted the dra-
matic horizontal lines of Domina’s
Pizza headquarters in Ann Arbor
Township, which, when completed,
will be a Pralric house a half-mile

long. Philips designed, on a much
mare modest scale, a two-block
structure. that overlaps on the cor-
ners. Offices face the streel with a
Toft space In the rear used for storing
construction equipment.

When seen from a distance, the
building projects a marked similari-
ty to the Prairie House, which is
reinforeed by the tal) grass of an ad-
jacent wetlands basin. Bands of win-
dows, complemented by stucco belt
courses, together hasize the hor-

afar. Another Bmpressive feature,
compatible with the Prairie House
motif, s a chimney-like brick mass
that serves as a visual transition be-
tween the metal roof and sterage
arca at the back of the building.

At East Lake Drive.and 14 Mile
Road in Walled Lake is a planned
restaurant for a group of local busi-
ness investors. The  10,000-square-
foot building, which will overlook
Walled Lake, is the design of Bir-
mlnnhmn architeet Vietor. Sarokl &

jzontal flow of the enc-story struc-
ture under a shallow hip roof that is
minus the ridge, not noticeable from

to a some-
what compressed (12-foot lot line

Ploasa turn to Page 2

Proposcd restaurant (above)
in Walled Lake has the poten-
tial of launching the commu-
nity into the 21st century.
J&M Reproduclion in Troy
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has three baylike projections
that are joined by subtlc.con-
cave and convex glass.

The brick massing of the Jasman C. i ilding mediat
portion of the building, anchoring it to the site.

Accessibility laws toughened |

Contrary to what one might suppose,
the Paralyzed Veterans of America was
not completely in agreement with the
act — one targe consideration buing the
costs of (he act.

“This is not be a law about housing ac+ |
cussibility, #t's not a law about disability '
— it's a law about provulmg housing for

the roof and back

")“l'

The Department of Housing and Ur-
ban. Development is working on specific
that are expected soon, he
said. Preliminary guidelines were re-
leased in January 1990 and are currently
¢ bul have not been adopted.
re, the legislation pravides
s that meet the American

By Gerald Frawloy
stal! writer

Ramps on building: entrances, cleva-
tors Instead of escatators, extra wide
stalls in public restrooms — handi-
capper accessibility Is as important as
ever.

At a recent seminar sponsored by the  National Standards Institute specifica-  people with a disability,” Beastey said. s
Building Owners and Managers Associa.  tions — extremely strict requirements The act is necessary, he said. In 1989, LT
tion in Troy, attorney Jeffrey Supowit,of  — will be deemed us meeting the re-

built — 89 pereent were walk-ups that

quirements of the act. +
waould be covered under the new ict.

“It provides builders wllh a safe har-
bor.”

There are a few. lxu'pl)!m\ to the new
regulations, he said, most notably, t
houses. “Some have relerred to this
the townhouse ereation act.”

Townhouses are exempt because the
unit is not un one floor, e said, although
townhouses within elevator buildings are
covered and must ¢ an individual ele-
vator within units.

the Detroit {irm Mager, Monabkan, Don-
aldson & Alber, told builders and archi-
tects they must be more carcful than
cever when it comes 1o handicapper ac-
cessibitity with the federal Fair Housing
Amendments Act that goes into effect
March 13,

Under the law, certaln multiple-fami-
ly dwelllngs first occupied after March
13 will be subject to radically new re-
quirements, he said.

The act requires alt ground ll\mr upits
be handicap accessible in bulldings of
four or more units. In buildings with ele-
vators, all units must be handicap acces-
sible.

There are several common misconcep-
tigns about the new Jaws, he sajd, includ-
ing the belief it applies to only s bsidized
housing, hat It :Appll s only ta npwn-
~ments.

"lt applies to cundommlums, too,”

there were 400,000 multiple family units “ fao

" he Gane” at Stomchralge

WHEN IT COMES to handicap acevs- : :
sibility, the two most abused areas are .
kitehen: d the baths, he said. HUD's
roposed guidelines geavrally require
the addition of space ta these areas, but |
Lhat’s nat always the solution.

A task force consisting of representa-
tives from the National Association of
Home Builders, the Paralyzed Veterans ¢
of Awmerica, the American Institute of ]|
Architects and other industry groups
ively on the proposed
gmddmu on ways 10 provi ide accessibile
ity withoul requiring as much size.

For example, the standard apartment
bathroom Is 37.5 square feet. The task
farces proposed bathroom would be 43

.square feetThe.original guidclinds Pros
posed by Housing and Urban Develop-
mént would require a minlmuim size of
56 squarc feet.

Beasley said since the goal of the Fair
Housing Amendment should be to pro-
vide housing upporiunities, regulators
must be careful to make requirements
fair. "Builders are in business to make a
profit; if they can’t make a profit, they
won't build.”

Beasley said It’s 100 early to guess how
much of an impact he task foree's ree-
ammendations will make on the Housing
of Urban Development's guldelines.

“IUs basically wait and see.”

as

HUD  ALSO  has determined
whether ranches with b will be
covered undee the new law, he said.

Buildings on some sites may also be
exempt from the site because of site im-
ality, Supowit said. “Rut. the de-
has the burden of prouf when it
- comes tosite impractieatlty~ o -
a generil rule, buildings that would

a grade of 10 percent between
parking arcas to the buildings entrance
would be exernpt. Other site characteris-
tics, such as wetlands or flood plains
Ls0 exempt

r Housing Amendment also af-
“tects existing buildings. he said, Reason-
able modifications to existing structures
must be mwade if such accommedations
are necessary lo afford handicapped in-
dividuals full use of premises.

But modifications would be at the ex-
pense of the handicapped person. Build-

not

he
33id.

‘Accl:s.ublc Supowlt said, “is not the
same as barrier-free, which the building
Industry is already familiar with.”

THE NEW LAW is much more encom-
passing, he said. Under it, all public use
and common areas must be accessible to
handicapped persens,

“You have 1o be carclul — that in-
cludes clubhouses as well.”

Other requirements include doors that
allow access by people in wheelchairs,

accessible routes into and through dwell- ing owners can require an escrow -ac-. Christine Milner, a staff person with . . ™ R
ings, differently placed switches, clec- “count to ensure that modifications are  the Michigan Department of labor by- ! . . . |
tric outlets, thermostats and environ-  remaved when the tenancy Is over, “reau of consiruction codes barrier free - Seagle Lamedy Honnes R

mental controls, reinforced bathroom Kim Beasley, direcior of design dis-  design divislon, said Michigan is rewrit- H WIST BEOQOMEIFILD . ~ )
walls that allow later Installation of  ability for the Paralyzed Veterans of Prced Pom 270 oo .

ing Its. codes 1o colncide with the Fair i
EHousing Amendment Act. :
“That way, (builders) will unly have 10 .
worry abou! one set of regulations,” HE
Milner sald. “If you follow the (Michi- '
gan) construction codes, you won't have
ta worry nbout the federal regulation.”™

grab bars, and kltchens and bathrooms ‘ P IR B '
allowing wheelchalr maneuverability.
These are only general requirements,
Supowit said. No architect could design a
building and be assured he is within the

requirements of the act. .

America, sald the building industry bas
been active in the protulgation of the
Fair Housing Amcendment guidelines.

“They rushed to get the Fair Housing
Amendment  Act through — and it
shows,” Beasley said.
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