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Few suburban programs face the budget ax

By Tim Richard
staff writer )

A state program that doesn’t help eco-
nomic competitiveness faces 2 cut.

Gov. John Engler's revised state budget
will dismantle many of the Commerce De-
partment programs of (he Milllken- and
Blanchard years, slashing aid to the Detrait
Institute of Arts, the Detroit Symphony Or-
chestra, state premotlonal programs, the
Nelghborhood Corps and the Youth Corps.

Suburban programs facing the ax are onc
prison in western Wayne County, two pro-
posed metro area State Police posts and a
soclal services program for Arab Chaldean
families,

“I don't think the average hlwhlgmn resl-
derit will notice the difference,” said Patri-
¢ia Woodworth, budget direcior. "The effect
will be positive compared to the alternatlve

— a 2.2 percent income tax increase to 6.6

percent.

“We think the public is made up of a lot
of taxpayers,” she sald. The Engler philaso-
phy is that Michigan's position in a world

economy s served by holding down ex-

penses and cutting taxes rather thar state
spending on prometions. “These are perma-
nent cuts. We believe we have a permanent
problem.”

Woodworth sajd Engler's revislons will
result in layolfs of only 3,300 state workers
comparcd to 8,000 whe wanld bc tald off if

oners elsewhere, th Department of Correc-
tions will be able to close Phoenix prison
{311 beds) on Flve Mile road (n Northville

af board cuts

"WE'VE CLEARLY exempted educa-
tion,” Woodworth told a news’ conference
Monday.

State ald to local schools won't be cut, but
treasurer Douglas B. Roberts wants to

* streteh out payments. For example, the fi-
nal payment of the year would arrlve Sept.

15, instead of Aug. 1, under Roberts’ sched-
ule.
“Computers in the classroom is gone,”

said Woodwarih, referring to a highly publi- |

cized program of ex-Gov. James Blanchard.
A Woodworth aide sald many teachers took
the computers home and used them as per-
sonal computers,

The program stirred much controversy in
the 1990 campaign when Engler and Repub-
licans accused Demiocrat Blanchard of stag-
ing classroom computer presentations as
campaign “medla events.”

Sen. Doug Cruce, R-Troy, had eriticized
Blanchard's Commerce budget as being
padded with contractual goodies far politi-
cal friends.

BY EXPANDING double-bunking olipris-

Phoenix prison In Northville Townshlp
would be converted to a women's prison (o
relieve overcrowding at the Huron Valley
prison In Ypsilantl, Woodworth's budget
text said.

Camp Pontiac, a 62- bcd women's prison,
would be closed and inmates transferred 10
Phoenix, saving 21 positlons and $450,000,

Opening of a Mound Road prison in De-
troit would be delayed until the end of 1991,

On balance, the Corrections Department

would“get a 5 percent budget increase — to

$809 milllon.

‘THE SOCIAL Scrvices budget also will
rise — from $2.36 billion (o $2.44 billion —
because the administration said many pro-
grams were underfunded.

Ald to Families with Dependent Children
(AFDC) will be increased from $543 millicn
to $583 million under Engler’s revisions.
But General Assistance — a program ald-
ing non-working people wilhout children —
will be cut by more than half: from $215
million to $97 mltlion, 1o the applause of
Sen. R. Robert Geake, R-Northyitle,

Woodwaorth said ﬂn.ﬂ?mnlc-bodicd peo-

ple would be ellmlnuled from the GA rolls.
Handleapped people would be kept on.

“Federal programs (AFDC) protect the
most needy, They wlll be protected,” ske
sald. “But stale programs (GA) take in the
next level (of need), Those programs have
really skyrocketed.”

TAKING ONE of the hardest hits of all
will be the “equity” program In the Com-
meree Department — a 64 percent cut from
$49.7 million to $13.2 mllion.

The equity program is a series of grants,

“malnly to Detroit, to ald in arts programs.

Woodworth's lump-sumn flgures dldn't re-
veal how much of the $17 milllen going to
the Detroit Institute of Arts would-be cut.
DIA is operated by the city of Detroit but
has been almost 100 percent funded by the
state.

Under Blanchard, the state also stepped
in to help the Detroit Symphony Orchestra
when the city eliminated ald from its budg-
et. A

Sen. Jack Faxon, D-Farmington Hills, for
years has been protectlve of arts funding.

Aid 1o regional multi-county planning
will be cut from $296,000 to zcro,

THE LEGISLATURE last year passed a

$7.8 billion budget lor ‘fiscal 1991, which be-

. ganlastOct 1.

But Lngler now calls the budget picture
“grave.” He says the recesslon s cuttlng
revenues, and cxpenditures were underes-
timated, throwing the cntire pleture 1.1
billion out of kliter.

In December the Legislature made $560
million In across-the-board cuts in every
area except educatlon, Now Engler has (1)
revised {he cuts, stashing Commerce In par-
tieular, and imrmslng other areas, and (2)
made exccutive culs,

The Conslitution requires: “The governor,
wilh the approval of the apprepriating com-
miliees of the House and Senate, shall re-
duce expenditueres . , . whenever it appears
that actual-revenue . will fall below the
revenue eslimates. . .

Engler's. cxccutive order Wednesday *
went (o the two appropriations committees.
The committees have live working days to
act. The House panel, controlled by Demo-
crats, §s likely tu give fingler more flak
1han the Repullican-controlled Senate pan-
el )

Engler also unveiled his 20 percent local
x proposal, {ts impact on the
't will be minimal,. treasurer

recreation news

Each week, the Recreation Di-
vision of the Farmington Hills
D('purlmmn of Spu:ml Services
1
zu.nmst tn this cuhmm For fur-
ther information regarding pro-
grams, please contact the Recre-
ation Office at 473-9570, Pre-req-
istration s required for most
actirities. For matters regarding
city council agenda items, call the
city's Newsline at 4763438

. @ DADDY-DAUGHTER DANCE
A memorable evening Is awalting
dad and his daughters on Friday,
Feb. 8 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at the
Mercy Center. This fun-filled eve-
ning includes dancing, refreshments,
corsage for daughters, . boutonniere
for dad and a picture-of the couple.
Pre-registration is required, as
space is limited, . .

@ ICE RINKS AND SLED HILL
. Winter is here and the Department

for a ni k season and playoffs

of Special Services you to
use the sled hill and ice rinks at Her-
itage Park, weather permitting. A

. hockey rink Js available adjacent to

the comfort station, while ace skat-
ers can enjoy skating on the pond
near the Visitors Center. The park is
open from 8 a.m. to dusk.

® PARKEY'S VALENTINE
CELEBRATION

Children ages 5-10 can joln the
Recreation Division’s. mascot, “Par-
key, the Panda® for a morning of
games, arts and crafts and other fun
activities in celebrating Valentine's
Day. The actlvity will be held at the
Visitors Center at Heritage Park
Saturday, Feb. 8, from 10-11:30 a.m.

@ VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE
Registration is still being accepted
for a men’s volleyball league that

“co-ed who

for the-top four teams. Further in
formation ean be oblained by calling
Geoll Middteton at 473-9579,

@® SOFTBALL LEAGUES
Registration is now being accept-
cd for returning softball teams from

. the 1990 season through Jan. .31.

New teams may begin registering on
Feb, 1. Leagues will de filled on a
first come-first serve basis. Teams
will 'play a 14-game schedule except
play 10 ‘games and
playolfs. Fees are $325 for co-ed
leagues, $365 residential and indus-
trial lcagues "and $405, for open
leagues.

. ® MOONLIGHT SKI.TOUR

Enjoy an evenlng of cross-country
skiing at Heritage Park frem 7-10
p.m. on Friday, Feb. 1. No pre-regis-
teation is necessary hawever, rentals
will be le at §7 per person for

will begin play on y evens
ings, Jan. 23. Fee is $195 per team

those who do hot have equipment.

FRE KNOWN
" For OUR EXPERTISE
IN'THESE PARTS.

Yo'l find some of. Mlc}ugan s.most respected -

@ BILL KOCH SKi LEAGUE"

This -activity for chlldren ages 7-
13 will offer Jessons, races, club
patch, poster and more. The sccond
session wlll be held on” Saturday,
Feb. 2,9 and 16 from 9:30-11:30 a.m.
at the Glen Oaks Ski Center. Fee Is
IIJD with rental and $20 without rent-
al.

‘Hills homeowners group
elects officers for 1991

Gail Haynes replaces Marty
Krohner as president of the Council
of Homcowners Associations of
Farmington Hills.

Other 1991 officers clected Jan. 8
are Bob Bruckner, first vice pr(‘si-
dent; Betsy Ganatra, second vice
president; Marcia Van Creveld, sec-
retary; and Fred DeLong, treasurer.

Trustees are Krohner, Jim Atkin-
son, Jack Rajkevich, Barry Stulberg,
Jim Vandenberg, Jack Joynt and Ed.
ward Smith, .

All officers and trustees are
Farmington Hills residents.

The council is an umbrella group
that represents the city's hemeown-

The Hometown and Observer and Eccentric “Creative Living” suction |
has llu- largest selection of suburban display real estate ads in the metro area.
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