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Couple

awaits

son’s letters
20-year-old serves

as front-line medic

. By Darreli Clam
« staff writer

Tim and Iris Morgan dldn’t go to”

- work the day after the United States

" declared war on Irag. They checked,

he mail for a letter from their 20-

medle on the front line In Saudi Ara-
" bla.

ear from him soon.

‘The Commerce Townshlp couple
ast talked with their son, a 1989
Walled Lake Central High School
raduate, when he phoned home the
Saturday affer Christmas.

“WE DONT KNOW. for sure
here he is, except that he's on the
: front line. He's In a mobile medical
" unit that moves with the troops,”
. ‘said Tim Morgan, a paramedic fire-

fighter for West Bloomfield Town-

ship. -
Each letter the Margans reccive
from the Perstan Gulf brings a sigh
of relief for thelr son's safety.

“It’s an assurance that we cling to,
that we need (o hear,” the father

said. N .
Iris' Morgan, fire prevention secrc-
=)

WA

‘The Persian Gult war
vis° o high-stakes
" poker game to Jésh
“Weinberg, - a ' young'
Farmingtan Hills car-
toonist. . =

W

By Amy Rosa '
stafl writer

ear-old son, - Timothy, an Army-

1t didn't- come, but they hope to

THE GULF

tary for the clty of Farmington Hills,
couldn’t bring hersell to talk about
her son's involvement in the Perslan
Gulf War, suggesting Instead that
her husband respond to questlons.
“I'd probably start crylng,” she

said.

Although Tim Morghn, himself an
Army medic in Korea in 1967-68,
worrles -about his son, he supports’
tho U.S. attack aimed'at forcing Iraq
to withdraw from Kuwait.

“I'm not Just flapping my }ips. I've

got something o lose In"all this,”.

Morgan said. “Nobody wants to sce
anybody die. I sure don’t want my
son to die.” !

Even though Morgan knows that
war can divide a country, he belleves
the vast majorlty of Americans sup-
port the USS. strike against Irag, and
he hopes they show It. -

THE POKER GAME.

ors:

CLCoE
Aate v el

- Tim -and lris Morgan'staygd home from work Thursday to be

together and watch the news about the Persian Guit war. Thelr

“THE TROOPS OVER there need
to know (hat they're supported,”
Morgan sald.. “They may have to
make the ultimate sacrifice for us.
This Is Amerlca, and you can either
apprave or disapprove of whal's
going on, but everybody should agree
to the fact that we nced to support
the men and women-that are over

* there”

Morgan had expected carlier that
war weuld be averted. When the U.S.

attack came Wednesday, he sald, “it

was quite an emotional shock, but
my wife and I dre deallng with it.
“We both decided not to go to
work - today (Thursday) so that we
could stay together,” he said.
The younger Morgan earller had
been statloned in Fort Hood, Texas.

mother, is serving 08 a medic.

He had been In the service for about
a year-when he was orderéd to the
Perslan Gulf on Oct. 13.

As a former medic, his father of-
fered advice. "I told him to listen to
people who kriow more than he does
and-ta do what he's told. And T told
him to have faith in God,” Morgan
said.
Morgan hopes the war will be over

snﬁ, Timothy, ‘'whose framed piclure glands- in front of his

“DAN DEAN/sIat pholog)52)

soon and that his son "+ and the
other troaps In the Persian Gulf ~-
will escape barm. Until then, he sup-
ports the LS actions that his son be-
lieves were warranted. .

He thought it was something that

‘was important and necessary,” Mor-

“He's proud-o serve his

Ran
country.”

War is scary to watch

Continued irom Page 1

LIKE JOSH, Rachel finds it amaz-
ing that: Americans ‘can sit and
watch the war of televlslon as it oc-

curs. "With the radio, you can’t real-

ly visualize it. We are living through
this. This will be In the history books
-soon,” she sald. :

Rachel described the .fear and
surprise her classmates are sharing
-'at North Farmington, “They think
the US. will be bombed,” Rachel
said, adding she doesn’t believe that
will happen.
Ang she acknowledges that.among
classmates, both with Jewish and
other Middle Eastern backgrounds,

differences of apinlon about the con-

Protection business gets

boost from terrorist fear

Among the items he's Eunenlly _shlpplrig to custom-

flict abound. But she says she's not
scared by those differences.

* In Josh's customary f{ashion, -he
.look to his drawing table Tuesday
night when it was announced the U.S.
and Allied forces. were attacking

Irag. -

- “He sat at his drawing board in bis
room with the radio going.”” sald his
mother Valerie Weinberg, a St. Clair

- Shores high school English teacher.

IN HIS ROOM, Josh has a.map of
the Middle East and he's been chart-
Ing events as they happen. "I'm
keeplng pretly close tabs.™ . . -

In October when the Observer
spoXe with Josh about his cartoon-
ing, he said Saddam Hussein' and
George Bush were his favorite sub-

e

“fur Jely and his Lamily

< But he's still surprised by
events. )

The bombing of, I its home
m Jewish,
Iscael is in a spot surrounded by
Arab countries. 1. Isracel tries to de-
fend itsclf, all of our alties and Isra-

quile a-surprise because 1
ling if there was any mili-
Lary furce that we would start it. But
1 hind no idoa he (Hussein) would try
(o drag Isrsel into i, Josh contin-
ued : °

*§m- st hoping that [srael can
defend itself. [ know it can. But
Georpe Bush wants thens to hold out
as long as passible”

% Business has been boomlng for a local detective agen-
‘cy selling counter terrorlst equipment.

+ . Everyone-from Fortune 500 cxecutives to Chaldean
‘grocers are putting In orders for bullet-proof vests, met-
al detectors’ and letter-bomb detectors, sald Dennls

Kearns, a Birmingham detective. He is director of his
own agency, the Phoenix Group International Inc.

“People have been preparing for this for 1% months,™
_said Kearns on day twao of Operatlon Desert Storm. “But
e've had a whole Jot of orders In the last three days.”

- In addition to the ofl, automotive and manufacturing
::companies here and across the country placing orders, a
Zlocal court recently ordered a weapons detecting sys-

tem, Kearns said.

_ :Normally, about 30 percent of Kearns' business con-

erns “counter-terrorist”. work, in which he provides
abasic protection of assets” for corporatlons and execu-
Atives. :
Among those duties, he said, is thwarting any clce-
jzronlcsurvnlllance, tike phone or room taps. Only occa-

e body armor, including bullet-proof vests. Kearns

sells an “executlve” slip-on vest that fits easily under a -

coat or which can be worn by itself over a shirt. It looks
just like a'regular vest. * .

“A Chaldean grocer bought one, as well as some man-
ufacturing reps of Iraqi descent,” he said.

 » letter-bomb detector, that Jooks like a desk-top
computer printer. Letters are fed through the machine,
which can, detect the presence of metal as small as a
tiny pin or staple. The machlne cain also be programmed
10 sound when it detects metallic objects like batteries

o foil — common components in such cxplosives.

» weapons/metal detector, similar to the walk-
through machines used in ajrports. The unit is portable,
and comes with [ree training by experienced agents.

Other counter-terrorist equipment Kearns Is selling
includes: An infrared zoom laser illuminator that allows
the user to see In the dark; a bullet-resistant brief case;
and bullet-proof car and windows.

ionally will an need personal pi like

ompetitor.

KEARNS OFTEN works with people who have expe-
“Ficnee In the Central Intelligence Agency ar Seeret Ser-
rJyice. In the past he's employed a former terrorism ex-

sopert from the CIA,

By Amy Rosa -
stat wrltor

rhaps from a disgruntled employee ‘or over-zealous -

WHETHER THE hype I3 warranted, Kearns doesn't
Xnow, but reports last week of bomb threats in Troy ~
includlng the Oakland Mall — and the torching of a
Chaldean restaurant In Detroit, may make some people
sit up and take notice. He also noted the rumors that the
Superbow] would be canceled this year to aveld having

He was disturbed not only because he enr-
rently apposes the use of force In the region,

an M-1 tank on the (ront lines,

but also because hls son-in-law is a gunner in
. Coppata’s teaching career Is diverse, and In-

Private dotective Dennls Kearns sald orders are pouring in for counter-lerrorist equipment.

_such a large group of Americans in onc place.

Kearns doesn't believe there are any targets In Oak-

- land County that would interest terrorists per se, but

said that elsewhere security has been stepped up, like at
the Warren tank plant, Selfrldge Alr Force Base, feder-
al court house in downtown Detroit, and Metro airport,

“You'd have to wonder what benefit a terrorlst would
get at all from targeting Oakland County, except the
nolse and publicity,” he said. N

diction was less likely. .

Kearns added that some praple have expressed con-
cerns to him abont sping 1 loeal malls, and admit-
ted his own coneern that his iother was visiting Disney
World

“Of course there is a iter likelihood that some-
thing will happen to you public place than if you're
sitting at home,” he said” “But it's still- probably less
than the ehances of getting struck by lightening.™

Middle East expert fears war will take a high toll

the Allies' swift successful attack and few
casualtics, Coppola thought that ominous pre-

Hussenn's actions he ealled him “a
trutal man, everything that is bad* -
i some knowledge of the the. region’s
histary can shed light vn recent developments.

Exactly two hours before U.S--led forces at-
tacked Iraq, Oakland University Middle East
expert Carlo Coppola hoped he was “dead
wrong” In thinking war would break out soon.

Unfortunately, he sald, he wasn't,

Coppola, director of OU's Center for Interna-
tional Programs who holds a doctorate degree
frem the University of Chicago , predicied the
attack would take place in the next day or two
because "there would be no moon at.night” In
the Iraql sky. Indeed; later reports conflrmed
frag’s nights would be moonless for five days. -

Coppola, a 52-year-old Birmingham resl-
dent, was “glued 1o his TV set” even before
word of war emerged, and remained up all
night watching the news until he had to go to
work Thursday morning.

“1 feel very tired," he said on Thursday. “T
was disturbed to hear this momning that (Al
lied) ground troops were crossing over the bor-
der Into Kuwalt."

" Carlo Coppola

“He'll be one of the first to go In.”

IT LIAS BEEN “real tough” on his daughter,
who lives In Texas, he added. "But luckily she
started school this week at the Unlversity of
Texas. Jt’s given her something elsc to concen-
trate on,” *

The professor calls hls daughter every day,
but what he says to her on the phone and what
he really thinks are sometlmes twao different
things, he sald, )

cludes a culsine class and instructing opera
singers in other languages. But In his 15 years
at OU his specialtles have remalned Middle
Eastern and Indlan studles.

In his class “Introduction 1o the Middle
East," (which he jokingly calls “The Muddled
East™) Coppola focuses on English and French

_imperialism of the arca in the early 20th cen-

tury. Those history lessons, he said, provide in-
sight Into today’s Persian Gulf crisis and other
conflicts nearby.

“I think thls war will be holocaustic in the . -

worst sense of the word, that there'll be a Joss
of {ens of thousands of lives,™ he said.

Prlor to the Allled flight attack, Coppola felt
certaln Isracl would launch atemlc weapons.
“We'd be grateful to Isracl If they did — It gets
us off the hook," he said.

But Thursday morning, after word spread of

“IISTORICALLY IRAQ did have ties. to
Kuwall," he said, explaining the border be.

-tween Irnq and Kuwalt has never been clearly

defined since Kuwalt's independence, with
some “neutral” areas belonging to nelther
country.

Coppola doesn’t condone Iraql President

Coppola also fonnd President George Bush's
refusal ta diseuss the Tsy ine conflict”
now an “absurd double " saying the
United States has buckled under to pressure
from the Israeli Poliueal Action Committee
here inour country

“We should support Isracl, bul not what’
they're dving to the Palestinians.™

1srael, he said, is becaming mure right-wing
and the United States should be wary.

Coppola believes the war will be short, per-
haps just two weeks. And hie has no douht the
“Uniled St and Allicd forees will win the

battle. Hut, he adiled, the United States wil be
the Toser in the king run
“Not for decades will we be able to form

relationships with countrics In that region, the
intense hate for us will be so high”



