dor't want to abuse it. When I scout out
an area and find that it crosses private
property 1 go in and ask people il they'd
mind if I 1ake a safari through it the next*
weekend, And in most cases theyd Jet
you cross. But you've got 1o ask first.”
Many of the panies guided by Nivél(
elum year after year. They've given him
the handle. "BBD"-Pucker Brush Dan,
based-on an experience they had years
ago when he Ted a panty through some
unexpected brush. Others affectionately
call him “Mr. Snowmobile,”
Most are familics who know cach
othet. They may include parents,
grandparents as well as chitdren. A safan
may involve from theee or four te as
“many as 50 snowntobiles. "1 preter
taiilics beeause you don't getinio the
“diinhang and rowdiness problenss. Kil, -
~range from 4 and up, whoever the parents
feel can bamdle the cald,-Usually thars
uot i problem sowadays beeause ol the -
* lothing available. We used o 1ake along
aur own kids, when one was just 4 baby -
and rade in a backpack.”
Before taking a party our, Nivelt
reviews rules be insists be followed. And
he personally checeks the gas tanks of

cach snowmobile., “I've found that people

_whoe come up from downstale aren't
accustomed to the distances we will

travel. Down there they think 40 mules is .

aong way, Up here, we seldom go less
than a-100 miles on a1rip, so a full tank
of gas is essential, FIEearry a couple eatra

gallons on my sled, besides whar's in my

ras k. [0's a ot more convenient than
siphoning gas, 1 also carry a first-aid kit
and a p.u.Lu of tools just to be or the sile
side,”

Most safari's are “day trips.” The\c
begin from Indian Rives and may exlerd
mto the Pigeon River Country Forest,
across (o Harbor Springs and Lake
Michigan, or over towanls Rogers City
ind Lake Huron. Day trips average 100
uules, with frequent stops to Jook at
wildlife or to enjoy a pasticularly nive

. view,

Longer trips, which may lastup 1o 2
week, nomn]ly abways occur in the
Ulpper P The-longest trip Ll -

" year, involving his only att-mule safan,
covered 470 miles in a singte day.

With the tonls be carries; Nivelt
normally is able 1o sepair sleds that may
breakdown along the way. I it's a more
serious breakdown that cannot e fixed
Jonhe spod;” we'lt leave the sled at the
ndarest road, Then, in the evening, 11 go
back with the people and get their sled.

"For food, 1 try to plan day trips so
that we eat Tunch out soneplace, about
L3010 1 o'clock, and then ride unnl
evening before retuming home to eat bere
mtown, .

“In the Upper most often we'll make
A base camp at a motck and 1ake day trips
outinto the forests and rium each
evening. This year, though, ve gota
rroup that wants to start i [ndian River
and go across to the Upper and all the
wiy to Copper Hatbor."

One of the repeat annual safar's
“Nivel enjoys most invalves a party from
Angola, Indiana.not so much becasuse of

the places be takes them-but because they

are such a “happy, fun-loving group.
They love the snow. They may have a
diink at Boon, but they doa’t drink on the

- home. Problems ke this are rane”

TRAIL BLAZING-- Dipite the knge
| number of groomed frals 1ewebdy,

Dan WNhvalt praters mokog bt own
pren through Homhemn Michigan s
SPOCIAILKY sCanBry, -

tral. Far thenmy, s the obiidoors
wdventure, the togetherness thar's fun
Nut gelping aleohin],”

Noei-totaler, Niselt never carnies

saleohol, and he makes sure that othen,

follow qu ule-"no drinking and
drving.” "t someene gets out of hand
the safan ends at that point and we o
In the meetings before (he safun
s, he teviews hand signals, goes
vatiety of pihet rules, among
Never pass the leader.”

TI0s absolutely impostant that afl
members of the panty stay behind the
Teader because 1l vou don't know the
ared anel you pass me voucould it a
wire or bmmw mte s road you don
know ix there!

Generally, !hg |mnru| aders e
placed immediately behind Nivelr .

by
over
them

- where be can better judye lns own

spered to accommodale them. I8 they
were it the rear, they could fall et
and get lost, In Jonges salan's it may
streich for o badl mile or sa, Nivelt
will hire an expenenced dnve ro
serve as the “drag nder”-the
snowsobeler who bangs up the rear ta
Inok oust for the breakdowns and
penons who may become disogiented.
‘The most Impnﬂ it rule of all s,

SHave funt”

Astde frons ihe outdoors and 1he
weather, "it's the pmpk I meer who
make leading safans enjoyable.
Except far one occasion on all of the
inips ['ve taken the groups have been
very nice, congendal, bippy, people. 1
gel Cliristmas cands from them: some
stop by tn summer 10 say hello and
chat. They come from as hr away as
Cincinnat, Ohio.”

In 1Y years of leading safaris

- Navelt has left only two snowmohiles

111 the wods. Maost breakidowns are
Please Turn To Papge 34

4'((4(1((444((((4((4‘44((14(44‘44‘{

<

yvey

<
<
<
<
., |
‘e
<
<
<4

<m-Z con

COUNTRY

YYYVYVYVYVYYTYVYYY

M)~ W0

Remember
Valentines Day
Feb. 14t With A Gift
For Her At Country Spice

Michigan ! listoric Site
Victorian Fa rmlmu\c
Farm Lane with 7 H:\tonc

.

* Alltypes of framed prints

Cats meow village

.

Four Exhibition Gallerivs
Granary Restatrant
Planctarium

Gitt Shop

Research I,ibr.\r;\'

Hland swwoven baskets:

.

Crapevine wreaths

.

.
.

Jelly cupboards/pie safes -

.
.

Shaker style furniture

Lots more of country decor
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Noon to 5 1VAL
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SPICE
125 W. Michigan Avenue,
Marshall, Michigan
Phone (616) 781-3953
Mon.-Sat, 9:30 - 5:30

25 Fourth Strect
]nckson, M149203

( 17) 787-2320 k@
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GREAT LAKES GETAWAY

\=

 JACKSON'S )
‘WINTER FESTIVAL ,
: & *
CHILI COOK OFF

" (FREE ADMISSION)
February 2 & 3, 1991

“arnival Rides » Games o Food Booths
Horse Drawn Sleigh Rides

Snow Sculpture Exhibition

Dog-Sled Weight Pull .
Guest Appearance By: Miss Michigan “Victoria Fair”
# Tethered Hot Air Bailoon Rides (Weather Permitting)
Chili Cook-Off (Sunday Onlyy

Art & Crafts Show (Slmday OnIy) e

¢ Special Weekend Motel Rates

FOR MORE INFORMATION.

e

.ﬁ\\"'!’ﬁ Jackson Convention & Tourist Bureau
:_2"/;\:\;" PO, Box 193, Im‘k-'0n, Michigan 49204
) 51 7-783-3330 800 243-3282

Register For A I'RE!‘ ]m k\on Plc‘\\urc Pac L-I\,L’ lu 1
[ IO. Bax 193, Jackson, Mich. 49204 o
| Or At The Winterfest Information Booth |
I Name ) : |
Address ]
| City ’%\(e//np {
Telephone LG T a1y |

__________;___m__;____l
/)
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