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The Teacher As Politician

WINS BY A 'HAIR' -- Frank K. Bodenmill-
er, of 13032 Gilman. Livonia, won first prize in
the hair-shaping contest at the North American
Beauty and Fashion Show in Detroit.
Bodenmiller has been a hair stylist 11 years and
has won the Mid-American hair-cutting champi-
onship. He is at Master Hair Stylist, 27473
Schooleraft, Livonia. Janice Drennen, of Livonia,
is his model.

Carved wood Bishop 57 inches: circa 1480
Harris Harper Chapel, H. C. Resler, Mgr.

This is a place

of remembrance.

A place where we honor
our family and friends

and rediscover the values
they loved and lived for.

Here, amidst this quiet beauty,
the past, present and future
are one. Because the good
that is in each of us

lives on as long

as those who love us
remember.

For over half a century,
Harris has provided a setting
for remembrance,
a place where love looks back
in order to go forward

“with renewed strength.

Five Harris locations serve
Metropolitan Detroit.

FUNERAL HOMES
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MEA Chief Reflects On Union’s Role, Goals

By MARTHA MAHAN

Teachers and the *‘educationally oriented™
must jump feet first into politics if the qual-
ity of schooling and of teaching are to be
improved, in the opinion of the head of the
state’s biggest teacher union.

*If school needs are going to be articulated .
to the public. it will take more than public
relations,” declared John Ort, president, of the
80,000 member Michigan Education Assn.
(MEA). “'A sound educational pomt of v1ew
must be stated openly and bluntly.”

Ort, 41, is a counselor at Franklin High
School in Livonia, a city whose politics al-
ready is teacher-] loaded
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A SCHOOL prmcxpal is police commis-
sioner. A teacher is president of the city
council. Another councilman is a school prin-
cipal. One of the two district judges is a for-
mer teacher.

The president of the Livonia Board of Edu-
cation is a Northville elementary school prin-
cipal. Another trustee is a university law pro-
fessor. Anothier member’s wife teaches.

In Livonia also, is Schoolcraft Community
College. a five-district institution that boasts
five educators ‘among its eight trustees. One
or more educators sit on each of the school
boards in Observerland. These are accidents
of elections rather than legal requisite.

The Michigan Legislature now counts 22 of
148 members who either are teachers or who
have had teaching experience. The' Republi-
can minority leader-elect is a former school
superintendent. Another 16 legislators can be
counted among those Ort calls the “‘education-
ally oriented,” either as past school boards
trustees. members of college or university
boards of directors or active in PTAs.
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ORT WOULD like to see more.’

“‘We don’t want to dictate what happens,
but we want our say as practitioners,” he
declared.

He would like to see:

eCertain state funds earmarked for re-
search and development. ‘‘One of the biggest
businesses in the country spends so little on
functional research.” he mourned.

eIncreased pensions for teachers who re-
tired before Social Security benefits were
available to them and those retiring when
salaries were still relatively low. (MEA

FORD
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directors recently lifted retirement benefits
to a top legislative priority.)

It would take about $825,000 initially to
take care of those,” Ort said. Of the 28,000
retired teachers in Michigan, probably three-
quarters are drawing $3,000 to $4,000 annually
or less, he estimated, and some as little as
$1,800.

Real concern paid toward the “humaniza-
tion™ of young people. *You don’t have to be
an ogre and turn kids off to be a good teach-
er,” he insisted. ““You can start by accepting
the kids.” .
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POLITICAL INVOLVEMENT of educators
and concern for more sensitive programs for
students were Ort's chief talking points dur-
ing his campaign for the MEA presidency, a
post which culminates 14 years of teacher
union activity.

Articulate, innovative, personable and
forceful. Ort also expects to be a delegate to
next summer's convention which will write
the National Education Assn.'s (MNEA) first
constitution. It now operates under a congres-
sionally approved charter and by-laws.

Since the 1965 passage of Public Act 379,
which gives public employes the right to bar-
gain collectively, teacher pay in Michigan
has increased about $3,000 for beginning

- teachers and $6,000 for the top of the scale,
Ort said. There is still a wide geographic var-
iance, however.

MEA membership potential in K-12 grades
is just about used up, Ort said. The greatest
potential remaining is among university edu-
cators and the estimated 15,000 to 20,000
teachers belonging to the Michigan Federa-
tion of Teachers (AFL-CIO).
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WITH AN AGENCY shop already written
into about half its 500-odd contracts, the
MEA's foremost long range, pragmatic goal
is to secure binding arbitration of grievances,
frowned upon by many local boards of educa-
tion as reducing their powers. (The agency
shop requires teachers either to become un-
ion-members or to pay union fees.}

Chief goal of the National Education Asso-
ciation, with which the MEA is affiliated, is a
$25,000 annual teacher salary, Ort said.

Short range MEA target is reduction of
class size.

*‘Failure to have reduced class size in Li-
vonia last year or the year before definitely
would have brought a strike,” he asserted.

Another aspiration:
pretty intangible, but if a teacher was paid
$50.000 a year and didn't feel he'd accompllsh
something, it would be worth nothing.”

“Job satisfaction. It's
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See the latest in Custom Cars, Drag
Cars, Off Road, and 4 Wheel Vehi-
cles, Fun Cars and Pro Stockers.

sponsored by the
Ford Motorsport Association /

group sponsored by the Far-
mington Township Beautifi-
cation Committee and the
Oakland Community College
Biology Club, recently
opened a glass collection cen-
< ter on the Orchard Ridge
¢ Campus.

At the entrance to the col-
ege, at Orchard Lake Road
and 1469, 3.200 gallon wood
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Earth Alive, an ecology

A WINNER!—Tom King {left) is vice-pres-
ident and general manager of Raupp Camper
Center at 28859 Orchard Lake Rd.. Farmington.
His firm took first prize for its exhibit at the De-
troit Camper and Travel Show. Dan Dowsett,
show director, presented the trophy.

Bottles Are Collected

barrels have been placed to
collect bottles. The bottles
should be divided by color of
glass, whether clear, green
or amber. The labels do not
have to be washed off, but
lids should be removed.

The bottles will be taken to
the Ann Arbor collection sta-
tion or the coliection station
on the Michigan State Fair-
grounds.

- of General Motors’ Fisher

“If a teacher was
paid $40,000 «a
year and. didn’t
feel he’d accom-
plish something, it
would be worth
‘nothing.” .
-~ John Ort

JORN ORT

HE DISPUTES the contention that the field
is now oversupplied. .

“It's a can of worms. Some people say
there are so many applicants that we don’t
need to raise salaries. Some college people
say there’s a surplus in some fields.

“But Wayne State University reported it
placed 92 per cent of the graduates from its
College of Education last year, and those who
weren’t placed didn’t want to leave the met-
ropolitan area. reover, if they really
staffed schools as they should, we’'d have
tremendously more hiring.”

Ort said he'd also *‘be amenable to looking
at teacher lenure in terms of ways it could be
improved."
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THE TENURE law. as now written, gives
the beginning teacher a two-year probation-
ary period which can be stretched to an “ab-
solute” maximum of three years. Once ten-
ure is granted. the teacher can be fired only
upon proof of incompetence or immorality.

Firings are rare and critics insist the law
protects a large number of incapable teach-
ers.

Ort, however, blames retention of poor
teachers on failure to train administrators
how to evaluate instruction. .

‘“They (administrators) have little or no -
knowledge of how to go about documenting a
good or a bad instructor, and then are not
given the time to do an adequate job if they
did have the training,” he asserted. * I'm not
censuring. It’s just a gap.

*“The whole bug-a-| boo of tenufe is the abll—
ity to implement it.’

“‘Unnoticed” by the general public. also.
are the teachers who quit voluntarily after
being advised unofficially to do so, Ort said.
“‘Many others decide teaching just isn't their
cup of tea’ and also leave the profession. he
said.

JAMES L. TRAWICK, of .
32980 Hargrove Ct., Far-
mington, has been ap-
pointed divisional auditor

Body Division., He joined
the GM audit staff in De-
trait in 1956. He gradu-
ated from Duquesne Uni-
versity with a bachelor’s
degree in business admin-
istration.

AREA DEATHS

WILLIAM HANSHAW. Servces for Mr.
Hanshaw, 53. of B389 Woodcrest Dr
in Westiand wers held Fab. 16 in the
Maney-Burrall Funeral Home in Livania

vors nclude: husband, Roy. mother.
Mra_ Rese Lathrop of Southfald. sons,
Gary and Steven: Ceughters. Lisa and
Amy. brothers, Hugh. Richard, and

The Rev. George Fisischer of Timothy ~ Robert Lathrop Mrs Mary
Litheran Church o and bumat - Shepner, My Hogges. Mrs.
. Man Oonns Wion,

wax in Gien Eden Ca
Mr. Hanshaw died Fab. 13 1 Garden
ity Osteopathic Hosoital atier suttering
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" e s eid lo Wi Govmar 55, of
4 o vk whie leseng e B 308 P e Tow
b in Pymau ship. in the Heerey-Sundquist Funeral

A former Livania resident. Mr. Han-
shaw was s chemical enginasr with
Dotioit Dsat,

He s survved by his wife, Faya: one
o0, Charte; thee duughien. Mov AL
an August, Mrs. Pet
Stave Lawson: seven
Beother and two grandeh

VELMA H. SHAW. Fune

M Shaw, 73,1 32738 Hevs, Lo
. wi o the Theyer Funees

Homa Fl:m-m}lm with cremavon at

Woodlaw
s Sniw. who ded et 18 attr &

long illness, was & membar of the Order

of Easter Star and the Livonia Senor |

Citizens Society. Survivars include:
Cha

beother, Homer Heodruson: 11 grand: .

chikdren and one prast gvhddlvwﬁ(lv
ENID L SCHENKEL Funeral s
2. Schenkal 45, of 29748 Bes.

Famington with the Rosary said in
Heeney-Sundauist Funeral Home in
Farmington. Burial was at Holy Se-
pulchre Comstery. Southfield. Officist-
ing was the R Rev. Magr. Chades J
Malioy of St. Fabian.

Mrs. Schenkel, who lived sevaral
years in Farmington. died Feb. 8 in
Baaumont Hospitsl, Royal Oak. Sumn-
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Hame in Farmingtan with bunal at
‘White Chapei Mamonat i Troy.
who disg Feb. 7 in -
d in Farmington for

of Forest Hills Umited Missionary
Chuteh Survrvors include: wils, Esther:
aughtars. Mrs. Wiima_ Kappeier, Mrs.
s Seitner and Mrs Theus Eastman:
brothers. Asa and Ray: sisters, Mrs
Elzadeth Chaney, Mrs. Lucy Lesch and -
Ruby Smuth; ax grandchiaren nd
one graat-grandchild, :
-wlsnn NICHOLAS. Service
0. of 8851 Fram:
qul e v Fo. 20,0 B G

Dearbom Heghts Nursing Home after
fong iliness.

Ha was & member of the Church of -
Josus Chast of the Later Dy Sawnts 1
Livania and a carpenter retired from .
Focd Motor Compay. -

He is suovived by two sons. Phiip’
and Robert K ; two daughters. Mrs.
Anna Baitey and Mrs. Paul Engemann:”
19 grandehdran and 27 grest-grand-
ehildran. .



