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‘Consumers Denied Technology Benefits’

By KATHY MORAN

It takes quite an attraction!
to turn out a big crowd to
hear a speaker on a rainy,
foggy night.

But consumer advocate’
Ralph Nader drew a jammed-
in crowd last Thursday de-
spite rain and fog to hear his
speech on “‘Corporate Re-*
sponsibility and Consumer
Problems”-which” might be
termed *‘Corporate Irrespon-
sibility and Consumer
Abuse,” Nader suggested.

Adults and students filled|
the Waterman Center cafet-:
eria and spilled into the stair-
ways and lower level, in the
public lecture series spon-
sored by the Schoolcraft Col-
lege Cuttural Affairs Commit-
tee.
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revolved around the lack of}
safety devices in automo-
biles as well as the ‘‘double’
standard” in the treatment
given individuals and corpo-,
rations by the legal process. 1

“The auto companies can.
willfully and knowingly vio-|
late safety standards, andi
there is no criminal penal-
ty,” Nader said.

Nader said that the occurr-
ance of a serious accident
should not necessitate serious

. injury.

Though safety devices
have been installed in cars in"

recent years, Nader said”

more could be done in this
area if automobile companies
took the emphasis off style
and design and concentrated
more of their technological
research on safety precau-
tions.

“‘Certain people decide
where technological research
should go. That decision has
not been made where there is
the most benefit for the con-
sumer,” he said. “‘As con-
sumers we are denied any
means of control in the say.”

e

AS AN example of where
more emphasis could be
placed. Nader suggested the
*“air bag” system. The sys-
tem has been devised to pro-
tect the driver and passen-
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gers in the ‘“second” colli-
sion—the collision inside the
car after the initial accident.

Ideally air bags would in-
flate from the dashboard
immediately upon impact to
cushion the occupants and
deflate just as rapidly to get
out of the way.

Nader suggested the air’

bags as onme product that
‘‘should be rushed to the
market without a profit” for
the safety of drivers.

In the past he had criti-
cized companies for the

sharp fins on cars which had

been responsible for needless
death and injury in pedes-
trian accidents. Nader cited
one case where a woman was
killed when struck by the fin
of the car moving at only
four miles per hour. Since
then the fins have been
rounded off.

Nader also cited the col-
lapsible steering column,
padded dashboards and flat
yielding knobs on dashboards

as safety innovations that-
should not have been so long

in coming.

‘Modern adver-
tising is a brilliant
example of ap-
plied, deceptive
science.’

—Ralph Nader

HE URGED the redirec-
tion of some of the technolog-
ical research into the investi-
gation of split-second deceler-
ation and a sensory system
on the automobiles.

“They (the corporations)
decide for us what the mar-
gin of safety will be,” he
said. And he proposes to
change that.

RALPH NADER

““Why should bundreds of
millions of people be starved
of these technological bene-
fits,” he asked.

Pollution is another area in
which all industries have
been too slack, Nader said.

“Pollution is nothing to be
small about,” he said. *Pollu-
tion is a form of deadly viol-
ence.”

Advocate Of Powerless,

Nader Tightens Belt First

By KATHY MORAN

He slipped out of the rain
and into a station wagon and-
in one swift movement fas-
tened the shoulder harness
and seat belt.

That is how the safety-
conscious Ralph Nader began
his trip h‘om Toledo to,

schedule was so tight that
Nader missed dinner, but he
didn’t miss any available
chance to duck into a phone
booth and carry on his pur-

. suit of big business via the

lelephone.
.
HIS POPULAEITY was
by the throbbing

Col-
lege last week for his second
speech of the day.

Nader normally runs an 18
hour day and last Thursday
was no exception. Thursday”
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crowd that showed up at

. Schooleraft to hear him and

by the presence of the re-
porter from The New Yorker
magazine who was busy trail-

“ing Nader that day.

His life veads much like a
typical American success
story. The son of a Lebanese
immigrant, he graduated
from Princeton University
and Harvard Law School and
rose to fame after General
Motors investigated him for
investigating them.

The 36-year-old Nader set
out to investigate hazards in

. actomoabiles which he be-

lieved were sometimes re-
sponsible for accidents and

chalk up among some of his’
accomplishments the re-.
moval of a taste enhancer,
monasodium glutamate. pre-

viously used in baby food

and which has been shown.to
cause brain damage in some
animals. The chemical’s use
has been stopped.

Also on his list of achieve-
ments are the passage of
several laws that resulted

He drew laughter when te
said, “It is a crime for an
individual to relieve himself
in the Detroit River, but it is
apparently not (a- crime) for
a corporation to relieve itself
in the Detroit River."

« s

REGARDING oil spills
Nader asked why Chevron as
a corporation was indicted
for willfully violating the
law, but no individuals were
indicted.

Nader said the oil breaks
into particles which get into
fish and eventually into the
humans.

Though Chevron was fined
$1 million, Nader said this
was comparable to a ““couple
hours gross revenue’ or like
‘‘Paying one cent for a
traific violation."

Nader also stated that
Gensral Motors is responsible
for 35% pf the land's pollution
by tonnage.

TURNING to the food in-
dustry, Nader complained
about deceptive selling tech-

niques and the contents of
some fo

He gave hot dogs as an’

example: They are 30% fat,
12% water and the remainder
“miscellaneous debris and
substandard meat."

When he presented these
charges to an official in-
volved in hot dog production,
Nader quoted the reply as
being “I5 billion frankfarters
a year can't be all wrong.”

Nader claimed the three
criteria for food production
tare that it be palatable, vis-
uvally presentable, and tender
and easy to chew.

“Modern advertising is a
brilliant example of applied
deceptive science,”’ Nader
said.

DANGLING

-that is not effective for what

it is advertised for. Nader
said that research has proven
that mouthwashes are inef-
fective in dispelling bad
breath, which is their adver-
tised purpose.

For a company to demand
(and get) money from the
government to save them
from bankruptcy is an unfair
procedure that shifts more
weight onto the individual
taxpayers, Nader said using
Lockheed Aireraft as an
example of another injustice
to citizens.

Nader gave several exam-
ples of deceptive selling and

*‘corporate  irresponsibility™
and urged the listeners to
organize support for one an-
other in order to change the
direction of these problems.

are used in advertising Na-
der said, where the company
never says names the prod-
uct that theirs is better than
or more nutritious than.
Mouthwash, a $160 million
yearly business, is a produet

}%udget Needs Increase

YPSILANTI

Eastern Michigan Univer-
sity will ask the Legislature
for $841737 more than its
+ original general fund budget
request for fiscal 1971-72.

This action. approved by
the Board of Regents recent-
Iy. brings the total request to
$22.742.737. The State appro-
priation for the current year
was $18.281,051.

(That increase. together
with a projected increase in
student fee income’ of $998.-
865. brings the budget total to
$34,167.602 for 1971-72. This

compares with an actual
budget of $28.398.247 for 1970-

THE INCREASES in both
areas are due to the adoption
of a new academic calendar,
according to Lewis E. Profit,
vice president for business
and finance. This calendar
provides for a modified
trimester with classes in ses-
sion the year around.

The result will be a larger
annual enrollment
taccounting for the jump in
student fees),

from bhis inv and
the more effective reorgani-
zation of .the Federal Trade
Commission.
“MY JOB is to bring issues
out in the open where they
cannot be ignored,” he says.
“It is an attempt to pres-
erve the free enterprise
economy by making the
market work belter; an at-
tempt to preserve the demo-
cratic control of technology
by giving government a role
in the decision-making proc-
ess as to how much or how
little *safety’ products must

often resulted in more dam- . contain,

age to the vehicle and the
occopant than should have
happened.

His investigations led him
into the heart of the auto i
dustry and the hearts of the
public, many of which con-
sider him the hero of con-
sumer affairs.

Though he has constantly
pursued the auto industry
since then, Nader has turned
to_probe food industries, the

of American Indi-
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ans, working conditions for
miners and the advertising
business.

“I deal in the art of the
possible,” Nader says.
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NADER USES as his
sources scientific reports and

innovative means such as-|

looking up old patents and
talking with the inventors to
see why their discoveries
haven't been put to use.

Says Nader: ‘‘The function
of a lawyer is to be a good
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, analytic and

carelnl, And to be savvy

about the uses of power.
*‘The most important thing

* a lawyer can do is become an

advocate of powerless eiti-
zens. I'm in favor of lawyers
without clients. Lawyers
skould be representative of
the system of justice.

“What we have is a de-
mocracy without citizens. No
one is on the public’s side. All

.the lawyers are on the corpo-

rations’ side.”
Nader has proven that he
is on the public’s side and can

Dime Novels

The first novel of record
published in paper covers
for 10 cents was *‘Malaeska:
the Indian Wife of a White
Hunter,”’ written by Mrs.

Ann S. Stephens and pub-
A lished in 1860. .
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Here the safety refers not
only to automobiles but also
to such products such as toys
where Nader has warned
againsl the inherent dangers
in some toys. He has ex-
posed meqmues where a toy
which is taken off the market
in one area because of its

proven danger, is still sold in ~

other areas.

Whereas he once worked
alone, Nader is now backed
up by the Center for Respon-
sive Law, of which he is un-
salaried chairman of the
board.
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FISHER SALE ON NOW!

MANY MODELS ON SALE FROM $349.95 TO $995.00

Your Records Sound
Better on a FISHER

Bring Them In.
We'll Prove IT!

HE FISHER PHILHARMONIC was
Tdm'gled for people who want the best
high fidelity components in one,
magnificently styled console. Play a record
on the Philharmonic. Play the same
record on another make. Listen for the
difference, especially in the very low
and very high frequencies. A Fisher simply sounds better.
And the Philharmonic looks as great as it sounds.
Fisher quality is something you can see and feel too. The AM/FM-Stereo
chassis and 4-speed automatic turntable slide out casily to the touch.

No need 1o move attractive decorations from its solid top surface. There’s plenty
of power to drive a separate pair of speakers in another room of your home,
and generous storage area for over 100 records or a tape recorder.

Fisher consoles are available in ail popular styles and finishes.
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