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MOVING PICTURES

Annette Bnnlng {from ieft), John Cusack and AnJellca Huston play con nrllu!n in Martin
Scorpgse’s Ialesl film, “The Grifters.!’

Matin ,'Scmscse sots his latest
filin,/{The Grlfters” (A-, R, 110 min-
ates), ., somewhere bclwmn Hum-
phrey Bogart and Mickey Spillane, a
wise choice for a story of three con

+ artists from the seamy undcrbolly of
urban America.

In the best traditlon of Mrd boiled
detective fletlon — with a screen-

- play wrltten by Donald Westlake
who has $0 such novels to his credit
— "“The Grifters” opens with harsh,
angular views of the city and music
to match. Fittlngly enough, Elmer
Bernstein wrote the score and
among his credlts, “The Man With
the Golden Arm" and “Walk on the
Wild Side,” two '50s films about how
tough urban America can be.

“The Grilters" are con artists,
Lily Dillon (Anjelica Huston), her
son, Roy (John Cusack) and his some-
times glrifriend, Myra Langtry (An-
nette Bening). Lily's major employ-

- ment is placing bets on long shots at
the track to reduce’the odds for her

. bookie-boss, Bobo Justus (Pat Hin-
gle}. On the side, she’s holding out on

the movies

Dan
Greenberg

Images .of her father and thoughts
about Mother Theresa whom Allce

waorships for contributing se much to

society by worklng with the poor.

' Increasingly, the guilt Allce asso-

clates with her Catholic upbringing
focuses on her privileged life and the
decadence assoclated wlith such an

Grading the movies

A+ Top marks - sure to please

A | Closebehind- excellent

A- | SHiIn running for top honors

B+| Pretty good stutf, not perfect

B | Good

B-'| Good but notable deficlencles

In this sad,.impoverished
world.

“Alice” Is a thoughtfu), textured
comedy and, as pleasant as it Is, it
does slow down-at times. Although
not as great as previous Allen work
— “Crimes and Misdemeanors,”
“Purple Rose of Calro,” “Zelig” and
“Hannah and Her Slsters,” It Is close.
Well worth your time and money at
the tocal Bijou.

The apenlng of “Come See the
Paradise” was delayed, after last
week’s deaditne and now is sched-
uled for Feb. 1. Keep in mind last
week's comments. The film js
worthwhile but falls quite short of

C+| Justacutabove average
C | Mediocre the mark.
C- | Notsa hotand slipping fast STILL PLAVING:

Bobo to bulld a stake.
Roy pulls small-Uime cons nnd Is
usually successful. Hls gal, Myra, at
- this functure in her career, ls relying

(B. PG-13, 121 minutes),

The very best of the poor stutt
D | Poor

. largely on her physical

- charms aithough she jongs to get
“back In the big-time stock scams. At
one time before her husband, Cole (J.
T. Walsh), had a nervous breakdown,
they did very well with stock frauds
and greedy oftmen.

ROY AND his mother, Lity, were
never very close although she now
would like to be. She turns up In L.A.
after Roy-is hurt by .a bartender
forcefully objecting to Roy's can.
She saves his life although thelr refa-
tionshlp Is such that he feels a sim-
ple “thanks" is sufficient.

Quite an unorthodox triangle and
the sparks of their relatlonships do
fly. The tense, tight Westlake seript
and Stephen Frears' (“Dangerous
Liaisons") taut, exciting direction
combine with superb performances
by the three principles to tell a ter-
tifle, entertaining story. Additional-

- ly. and perhaps more importantly,
-"The Grifters” projects that side of
our cities we'd just as soon forget
once the pleasures of fictlon-have
faded.

Pat Hingle as Bobo the Bookle and
Henry Jones as Me. Simms, the desk
clerk at Roy's residential hotel, are
particularly fine in supporting roles,
fleshing out the landscape of the clty
so well-presented by Oliver Staple-
ton’s clnematography.

There are three questionable plot
clements .that detract from “The
Grifters.” One is pretty obvious and
noting it won't detract from your
viewing pleasure, Lily's hiding place
for her stash, the money she's
skimming from Bobo, Is not at al
credlble, particularly how she uses it
so openly. To discuss the ‘other two
would “give It away,” but trust me,

Robin Wiltinma and Hobert DeNiro as
doctor and catatonle patient call to mind
too many other films. The doctor’s spe-
cial care and sensitlvily lead to tempo-
rary recovery, but fltm lacks spark ex-

D- | ltdoesnt get much worse p('(:‘lrL:i lam’lhm talented actors. n
- *“The Bonfire of the Vanltles” (C+, R,
F | Tulyawiul 120 minutes).
HReserved for th bad

d jumbled

* | Noadvanced screening

many of the folks he has worked
with over the years, most notably
Mia Farrow In the title role.

Much has been made by The New
York Times of similaritles between
Allen's work and the filts of Federi-
co Felllni, Pralse Indeed and, up toa
point, quite true. The films of both
genttemen dissect the human psyche
In a positive comic tone.

The comparlson ends, however,
when questlons of style and atmos-
phere are rajsed. Allen is pure New
York and his broad satiric American
humor has a very different look and
{eel than Fellinl,

Allce lives at the pinnacle of Now
York financial success with her hus-
band, Doug (William Hurt), their
children, a housekeeper, baby sitter,
chavffeur ~ everything and ‘more
that financial success brings in New

But Alice, after 16 years of mar-
riage, Is unhappy and Allen dlssects
the ditemmas of American women
by following her odyssey through life
in New York.

CAN SHE HAVE a carcer? Is
overseelng a full-time baby sitter
the meanlng of motherhood? Can she
write? Can she cxpress herself out-
slde of the home? Can she find a cure
for lower back pains?

The last question Is answered by o
Chinese hcrh doclnr Yang, who has

an
sub-plols detract from discussion of the
politics of fustice.
"Cuild's Plny 2"(*.R).
“Chucky" returns.

“Dances With Wolves” (A, 'G-13, 180 .

minutes).
Kevin Costaer's magnificent ode to

" brotherhood and brutality on Amerlea’s
western {rontier during and after the Civ- -

il War.

“Edward Sclssorbands” (C, PG-13, 100
minutes)

Unusa) young man with scissors in-
atead of hands shakes up the suburbs af-
ter moving in with the Avan lady and hee
family.

“Eve of Destraction™ (", R).

Repressed doctor creates android in
her own image.

“Flight of the lotruder” (B, PG-13), 95
miavtes.

U.S. pitots, Brad Johnson and Willem
Daloc, altack Victnam missile complex.

“Ghost” (A, PG-13, 105 minutes).

Banker's ghost (Patrick Swayze) hangs

Plonse turn to Page 4

ALTERNATIVE VIEWING

‘Theo:’ A sketchy portrait

By John Monsghan
spocial wrlter

Theo Van Gogh has been, unttl
now, little more than a footnote in
the career.of his famous brother,
The letters written by Vincent to
‘Theo provide much of what we know
about the great artist's life,

Robert Altman, in his latest film,
"Vincent and Theo,” attempts to cre-
ate a bold new portralt not only of
the artlst’s Inspiration and madness,
but also of Theo’s own troubled life.
Unfortunately, the film — playlng at
the Maple Theatre — Is far from a
mastetpiece.

Other blographles, both on flim
and written, might give you the ldea
that Theo was a Rock of Glbraltar
next to his tortured and briltlant

brother. Not so. Theo, who ran a *

small gallery in Parls, often went
into debt to support Vincent's work.

The canvases that Vincent sent
back were extremely hard to mar-
ket. Art critics and buyers, still recl-
ing from the impresslonlsts, didn't
know what to make of Van Gogh's
bold style and colors.

IN ONE OF the {ilm's preachier
moments, Theo attempts to stomach
the ramblings of an art “expert.”

SCREEN SCENE

‘When the man declares that the next
major movement wlil be painting en
black velvet, Theo Joses It, insults
him and tells him to leave.

Moments like Lhis are mare iaugh-
able than polgnant, Meanwhlle, the
scenes of Van Gogh at work — flop-
py sun hat, canvas strapped across
his back, in oppressive fields of sun-
flowers -— have grown se common
they're almost cliches,

Britlsh actor Tim Roth offers an

especially psychotic reading of Van

Gogh. He plays him the way Robert
CeNiro might have —~ mouth slightly

Please turn to Page 4

DETROIT FILM THEATRE, 5200
Woodward Ave., Detroit. Call 832-
2730 for information. ($4)

“Tllal (The Law)” (Burkina Faso

~ 1990); 7 and 9:30 p.m, Feb 1-2. A
young man returns after two years
away from his African village to
find his flancee has become hls fa-
ther's second wlife. The new movie
{rom Idrissa Quedraogo, the director
of last year's “Yabba,” which co-won
the Grand Jury Prize at the 1990
Cannes Film Fest(val,

“To Sleep With Anger” (USA ~
1990), 4 and 7 p.m. Feb. 3. This con-
temgporary portrait of a black Amer-
ican famlly won rave reviews, but
small audiences. Dandy Glover
drifts into town and overextends hls
stay wlith old friends, only exag-
gerating the problems of the family.
Written and directed with realism
and healthy doses of humor by
Charles Burnett.

DETROIT SCIENCE CENTER,
5020 John R, Detroit. Call 577-8400

for Information. ($5 museum admls-
sion Includes tlcket, $2-$4 children
under 12)

“To the Limit" (US!\ — 1990),
through Aprll 1991. The latest Omni-
max spectacular intercuts amazing
athletic feats with an analysts of
how muscles and blood meet the
challenge. Not Intended for people
with claustrephobla, the movle be-
ccomes a first-person “Fantastic Voy~
age” Into the human body.

HENRY FORD CENTENNIAL
LIBRARY, 13671 Mlchlgan Ave.,
Dearborn, Call 943-2330 for informa-
tion, (free)

“The Stranger” (USA — 1946), 7
p-m. Jan. 26. After the mixed recep-
tion of his early films, Orson Welles
set out to make a strlcl]y “Holly-
wood" movie. The result Is thls fascl-
nating thrllter about an escaped Nazl
(Welles) hlding out in a small New
England town.. He marries a local
glrl (Loretta Young), teaches history
in a loca) college and spends his free

'VIDEO VIEWING

time tinkering with the massive
town clock, trylng te get It — and
the Nazl party — running again. Ed-
ward G. Robinson plays the detec-
tive hot on his trail.

LIVONIA MALL, Scven Mile and
Middlebelt roads, Livonla. Call 476
1166 for Informatlon. (free)

“Key Largo" (USA — 1948}, 10
a.m, Jan. 29. John Huston directed
this low-key thriller, which gets bet-
ter with every vlewing. Humphrey
Bogart plays a war veleran who
stands stlll as gangster Edward G.
Roblnson terrorlzes a hotel full of
people, among them Lauren Bacall
and Llonel Barrymore. Concluding
the mall's month-fong tribute to .Bo-
Bey.

MAPLE THEATRE, 4135 W
Mapte, Birmingham. Call 855-9093
for information. (365, $3.50 twillght)

“The Sheltering Sky" (USA —

" Ploase Wrn to Paga 4

By Dan Greenborg
spacial writor

While {t is samewhat predictable
and cliched, “The China Lake Mar-
ders” (1989, PG-13, 89 minutes) is
eotertaining enough to deserve some
viewlng time.

Sheriff Sam Brodie (Tom Skerritt)
and his wlfe divarce when his job be-
gins to depress him so much it in-
terfers with their relatlonship, Wea-
ry of the crime-ridden big city and
its problems, he resigns from the po-
lice force to become. sheriff. in a
small desert town, Chlna Lake.
There hls secretary (Nancy Ever-
hard} does her best In office and bed-
Toom to revive his spirits and 11t his
depresslon,

While there may be some passlon
left in Brodie, it doesn't show very
often. Whether it's Skerrltt's Jaconic
acting or the Sheriff's character isn‘'t
quite clear,

Meanwhile, oul on the highway, a
psychotic Is Joose and we learn catly
on that it's police offlcer Donnelly
(Michacl Parks) on vacatlon from
the problems of fighting crime and
creeps In the big city.

“What did you do last summer?"

“Nothing much, just murdered a
fow dregs of society.”

Like Brodie, Donnelly Is despond.
ent and feels that the system is not
working. Unlike Brodie who contin-
ues to uphold law and order, Donnel.
ly has chosen to be judge and execu-
tioner.

DONNELLY REGULARLY vaca-

Rockers Soccer After Work Parties

ACrEGBION AL

HAPPY HOUBS (7:30 p-10‘:60 p)-

BOCCcER

tlons In China Lake and the interest
and excitement here involves the au-
dience knowing whodunit while
watching the hero discover the ene-
my wlthin.

That's cxactly what happens as
Donnelly rides Into tewn, Introduces
blmself as a police offlcer, and of-
fers to help Brodie solve the mur-
ders. Parks quletly and cffectively
underplays Donnelly's psychotic cyn-
iclsm. The point Is well-taken, not ali
psychotle klllers are raving mad-
men.

Parks and Skerritt are an interest-
tng pair, particularly on those occa-
slons when Skerritt cmerges from
hls shell. Everhard has 2 modicum
of encrgy as the Sherilf's secretary

and serves as a pleasant counter-..

polnt to these two very serlous cops.
But the problem with “The China
Lake Murders,” as a statement
about the pros and cons of the Amer-
ican system of justlee, ls-that Don-
nelly is just a psychotic murderer

- 'whose. protestations about helplng

the system cleanse itself are empty
rationallzatlons. The man enjoys
murder as his opening atrocily
clearly indicates when he murders a
nice lady who happened to drive by
at the wrong time,

Althaugh the production values
are pretty good, “The China Lake

Murders” is not well enough written
to make it a prize winner. It will
hold your allcnllnn and entertain for
a while.

‘THIS TllUﬂSDf\\’. 1o serve a
perceived interest in car-racing evl-
denced by the success on film and
video of Tom Cruise's {ilm “Days of *
Thunder,” CBS ox Video ls releasing’
two older, raclng fitms, *
{1971, color, G, 108 minutes} and.

“The Racers' (1955, color, no ratlag, ..

112 minutes.
Both are available for the first
time on home video with “Le Mans™

featuring Steve McQueen, himself an_

auto-racer, In an epic look at Grand
Prix avto racing filmed on focation
In France. "Le Mans" is noted for its
excellent camera work. McQueen is
an American racer out to win the big
one, the 24-hour Le Mans endurance
race, and overcome the adversity of
his carlier failures.

“The Racers.”
tion in Europe, features a host of 505
stars — Kirk Douglas; Gilbert Ro-
land, Cesar Romero, Lee J. Cobb,
Katy Jurado and Bella Darvi. "The
Racers™ is all about determined
drivers on the European circuit and
location footage includes scencs

“from Italy’s Mille Migia and the

Grande Prix of Monte Carlo.

FEATURES:

+ Intornational Ico and Snow
Seulpting Exhibilions

*Ico Seuiphing Demonstra.
lions & Compettions

Breathtaking lco Pataco

* Lighting Spectacular on (co

+ Food Court Entertainmont Contei

‘ iIt’s Cool!

SPECIAL EVENTS:
NANDCRAF’ERS ARTS & CRAFTS
Fodayapm -10pm
Satwdaya 10 am - 10 pm
Sundays 10am .Gpm -

ICE CARVING COMPETITIONS

* Saturday, Feb, 2
Senglo Diock Compartioay
Profsaional b wm dison

also shot on loca-’

"LeMans” .

argood-as
perfect.

“MOVING UPTOWN and’ upscalc
back in New York, Woody Allen pre-
. sents “Alice” (B+, PG-13, 100 min-
utes), a fanclful, romantlc” comedy
about a lady In the land of prlvllcge
up on'Fifth Avenue.
This Is the 20th film Allen has
written and directed and, as usual,
he has assembled a bravura cast,

The-@rifters“ts-it'smot

bath her physlcal and psycholugical
problems. These:herds are, indeed,
.magleal although his advice Is imuch
more - stralghtforward, “Be your-
self.” -

“Alice” departs from conventional
Amcrican realism In the best of Fel-
tinl style as Allce experiences the

strange effects of Dr. Yang's herbs. *

She also confronts the ghost of a for-
mer boyfriend, her mother’s spirit,

Winter Weekend Packages!

3-ctay, 2ot packages
wih cxies trom

$1

Webers In

Instant Fiorida
49 in Ann Arbor!
Call for details!
1050 Jackson Rel.. Ann Arbor, Kl
1-800-443-3050

“Thur. Jan. 31. V. Chicago

Your Business Card Gets
You Half Price Tickets!

- $7 and $5 Prlme Seats
. Cauriasy of: The Obunar and Eccentric Nowmpon

Oulrals Cobo and Joe Louls Arena or Charge by

Phone at 845-6868

Don't Mlss the Rocker 's NPSL Scorlng
Leader and Record Breaking
ANDY CHAPMAN /n ACTION!

Great Seats Avallable now at all

+Handcrahess Ans & Crafts
(Fridays - Sundays Oniy).

+ Dog Sted Ethl\um .

* < Livo Entortainment

* Bart Smpson

* b Turtlos

*.« Santar Dny - Monday, Jan. 20

- Gloanars Doy - Tuosday, Jon. 20

January 25 -
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- Red Wing Aulomnph Nigni
Thursday. Jan 21,68 pm
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Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 1-10; Fri.-Sat. 10:10; Sun. 10:6

MICHIGAN WINTER ICE FESTIVAL
Michigan State Fairgrounds {
ONE FREE ADMISSION !

(Ailult Only) |
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