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House eyes Jan. 31 raise rejection deadline

By Tim Richard
. staff writor

The Michigan House of Represent-
. atives is likely Friday ta refect a 16
. percent two-year pay increase in
light of last week's rejection by the

. Senate,
The Senate’s 34-0 vote last Friday
wasn't unanimous. Robert Geake, R-
Norlnvllle. and two Detroil Demo-

crats abstalned — the equivalent of
tavoring the pay Increase. Jack Fax-
on, D-Farminglon Hills, had an-
excused absence because he was “in
California on legislative business,”
accerding to his staff,

“The pay increase was deserved
and was In order,” Geake told the
, Capitel press corps after the session,
“I'made It ctear lo my .

cof s

REPUBLICANS delayed the start
sion  (wo  hours as  they
caucused. Geake said thefe was dis-
cussion of whether te reject the
whole package -~ 4 percent and 12
percent annual increases and mile-
age changes ~ or just part,
“Demoerats wanted ta vote yes or
no on the whale package,” Geake
sald
Geake's ab

was.a political

courtesy members pay to their col-
leagues: If you can't vote with them,
you quictly vote ne or abstain, znd
you don't speak on the floor against
their position.

With the oxcepunn of the three
who abstained, several GOP leaders
changed their positions. Senate ma-
Jority leader Dick Posthumus of Alto
and assistant majority leader Fred
Dillingham of Fowlerville had pub-

‘Few complalnts heard on county raises

+ By Pat Murphy
i staff writer

Tom Law had an casy come-back
. against a person chiding hlm about
. the 9.2-percent pay increase he and
+ bis colleagues on the Qakland County
, Board of Commissioners received
. this month.

“You should talk,” said Law. a Re-
publican from West lllmmﬁuld
Townshlp.

» lLaw's case was unusual. Tlm per-
¢ son doing the chiding was his

+ brother, Jerry, who leveled a few

. food-natured barbs at the pay in--

| crease approved- by Oakland com-

By Pat Murphy
1 stolt writer

The 9.2-percent pay raise for Oak-
land County commissioners is not
only unwarranted but grounds for
recall, said Williasy McMaster, a
Birmingham public relations man
and pugnacious 1ax {oe.

McMaster won at least a partial
vietory Wednesday when, at his in.
sistence, the Oakland County Elec.
tinn Commission scheduled a hear-
ingt on his petitions 10 recall County
" Cummissioner Donald W. fenscn, R-
Eirnitngham,

The hearing is “planned for 8:30
am. Feb. 5.

Scheduling the hearing is an ap-
parent reversal for the election com-

‘missioners at their last meeting on
Dec. 13,

That increase raised the base sal-
ary from §!9,198 per year to
$20,964.

But Jerry Law,, had ttle room to
talk. He's State Rep. Gerald 1L Law,
R-Plymouth Township, who is in line .
for a hefty pay Increase of his awn

Je and other state legistators are
scheduled to recelve a 16-pereent
pay increase as a result of the com-
pensation package approved by the
State Officers Compensatton Com-
mission

THAT PROPOSED PAY raise for

mission that earlier this month ruled
Jensen, tike other public officials,
could not be recalled until he was in
affice for at least six months.

Thus Jensen, whe began his second’
term of office Jan. 3, could not hé
the phject of recall until at le
June 3, according 1o the commis

. sion's ruling.

That decision seemed 10 end .the
controversy, even though McMaster
claiined counly commissioners did
not have any six-month, “honcy-
moon” during which they could not
be recalled.

AMCMASTER REFILED his recall
petition, this time citing case law he
said supports his - contention that
county comrmissioners can be re-
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legislators, however, klcked off o
storm of protest. Vioters are incensed
at the prospect of whal they see as
excessive pay ri At a time. the
state faces a $1 billion budget defieit
that is threatening to force layolfs as

« well as culbacks in state programs

The Michigan  Sénate - Thursday
voted to reject the proposed raise
That muves the proposal to the
» where Law and his colleaguts
e on it
;vmh.llah romp down,” sae
Law, who lnspﬂn\nrld a
hove tu reject the pay raise “We
. But 4 16-pereent in-
crease won't work."”

tany (um
wn - cotassion  chairman
ene A, Moore, who s also 4 pro-
. said the hearing will ox-
plure Lwo questions

‘o'l hear arguments about when
n-be recatled,”

“Well also decide

whether (hc anguage in the recall
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He predicted legislators will get
no raise this year. “Even if we voted
ourselves 1 percent, we'd see itin lit-
erature from our opponents.'

Such vater resentment may be un-
justified, Law said, particularly in
light of raises approved by ‘nther
;,uwrmmnl. agencies

“Wayne County Commissinne
Reta 38 percent increas t nobody
said hing." said Law “Ounkland
County Commissioners get 92 per-
cent and nobudy sald anything But
we get eeyeified for 16 pereent ™

White Gakland “Coeunty comnus-

Ploase turn to naxt Page

.. .but one voice protests pay h|kes

petition s sufficyent]y clear ™

Jensen seemed unvoncerned Frio
when cantacted about the revi-
of the recall effort aimed at him
‘Well' just have ta see what hap-
pens.” he siid
MeMaster, however, said Jensen
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hely favored the increase in earller
surveys but voted 1o reject as politl-
cal pressure mounted last week.

Arca members voling 10 reject
were Republicans Mat Dunaskiss of
Lake Orion, Doug Cruce of Troy and
Dave Honigman of West Bloomfleld,
and Democrats William Faust of
Westtand and George 7 Hart of
Deatborn.

THE SENATE approved a resolu.
tion by Jack Welborn, R-Kalamazoo,
to reject a package of pay increases
proposed by ihe Slate Employees
Compensation Commission.

“T'm confident the House will fol.
low suit,” said Posthumus.

Deadline for House rejection is
Jan. 31, The House must approve the
identical resolution for the rejection

ick. 1f the House dvesn‘t act or if

ed a political flap over

. That ¢
the munll) routine motion to sched-

ale the Senate’s next session. Majori-
v floor leader 'l Arthurhultz, R-
Whatehall.-announced the next ses-
sion for Feb. & fiva days after the

+ deadline.

Welborn  objeeted. Al
tHonse members) have ta do is
change one comma or one word” and
the pay hike would take effect. Wel-
Bborn moved to meet Jan. 31, the
same day the House is scheduled to
vote. His tmotion was rejected 21-16

Voting for Welborn's date were
Republicans Homgman and Dunpask.

Opposed  were R

they

IF THE REJECTION holds, it will
be first since the independent com-
pensatlon commlsslon was created
in 1968. The pane) had proposed a
package that would cost $10.7 mil.
lion aver twa years:

® Legislative salaries would go
from the current annual $45,540 to
$47,288 on Oct. 1 and $52,800 in
1992. Expense allowances and mlle-
age refmbursement also would rlse.
Automatic payment for a weekly
round trip between the Capitol and
the legislator” home district would
have been replaced with unllmited
business mileage.

® Administrative salaries would
rise by varying percentages — gov-
ernor, up 12,9 percent {rom $106,690
1o $120,509; lieutenant governor, up
3.5 percent from $80,300 to $B3,100.

® Supreme Court justices pay
would rise 125 percent from
$106,610, 10 $120,000. In addition,
nearly 600 appeals, circuit, probate
and district judges would get equiva-
lent raises because their salaries are .
a fixed percentage of the justlces’.

THE PAY proposal brought
lawmakers plenty of heat, but what
tnade the rejection so overwhelming
was the deepening budget crisis.

"It would be h)pocrmcal to pro-
pose such large cuts in our state
budget and at the same time accept
pay raises for ourselves.” said Cruce
of Troy.

Earlier in the week, the Senate
Appropriations Invurcd but - the

ake, Cruce and [illingham, and
Deinncrats Faust and Hart.

House  Appr .
killed, a pnckagc of budgul cuts pro-
posed by Gov. John Engler.
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