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‘Custer’s Last Stand dramatized

'ABC reenacts Battle |

of Little Blghorn
By Amy Schmidt
“War Party.” “Dances With

Walves.” “Son of the Morning Siar.”

The time was right for the adapta-

tion of Evan S. Connell’s best-selling
“novet recounting the Battle of the
" Little Bighorn.

Alter all, it's been almost a year
{0 date since “Loneseme Dove” -
made its debut, and audicnces are
hankering for more. -

“Son-of the Morning Star™ should
appcasc them, The four-hour epic
miniseries chronicling the Plains In-
dians Wars-and Genera) George A,
Custer premieres on ABC Sunday.j
Feb. 3, and concludes Feb. 4:

“Midnight Caller's” Gary Cole
stars as Custer; Rosanna Arqucuc

{"Desperately Sceking Susan”) plays

his wife, Libby, Rodney A. Grant

(“Dances With Wolves”) portrays

Crazy Horse; and Dean Stockwell

("Quantum Leap"} depicts General

Phil Sheridan. The screenplay was

written by Melissa Mathisen, Acade-

my Award-winner for "ET. The

Extraterrestrial” and wife of actor

ilarrisen Ford.

. “Son of the Morning Star” (which
was the pame given Custer by his.
Indian scouts) traces the general's

- velatile military career in the West
" and his crucial role in the U.S. gov-
ernment’s brutal war of attrition
against the ndians. The Sioux Indi-
ans had already been displaced by
seitlers moving West and had made
a treaty with the goverament, giv-
ing them the rights to the Black
Hills tn South Dakota. But after gold
was discovered in the Black Hills,
President Ulysses S. Grant ignored
the treaty, and the rush was on to
get the gold and move the Indnm
out.

Custer, having been court-marti-
alfed, saw it as an opportunity to
promoete bimsell. An arrogant man,
 he insisted on his own personal regi-
mental flag and travelling with -2
pack of haunds wherevee he went.

(3n June 25, 1876, under a swelter:

- ing sky on a grassy .ridge in Mon-

Suburban Cable W wklu

tana, Cusu:r and 265 officers of the
Seventh Cavalry perished swiftly at
the hands of one of the largest-ever
Indian gatherings, led by chiefs Sit-
ting Bull and Crazy, Horse. Custer’s
Indian scouts had estimated their
numbers, but he had refused to be-

- lieve them.

Filming “Son of the Morning
Star” on location in Montana re-
quired extensive planning.” A num-
ber of the people who worked on
Kevin Costner's "Dances Wtib

Wolves” worked on this film as well,
‘including Doris Leader Charge, who

served as the Sioux language and

cultural adviser, Leader Charge and .

teacher Albert White Hat translated
the scripl of “Sen of the Morning
Star” into Lakota, the language of
the Sioux, Costner also cast Leader
Charge in his film as
Shield," a Sioux matriarch.

Cathy Smith, a 18th century
Plains Indian expert and renowned

- Indian beading and quil} artist, also

worked on both films. Smith was

"Pretty .
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dudicalcd to making “Son of the

Morning Star™ right. She.even went - -

so far as to locate the origlnal man-

- ufacturers of -Italian glass “trade

beads” used for bancr with the Indi-
ans. -

Today, a small museum marked
by a high-flying American flag over-

-looks the white crosses on the hill

where Custer's men perished. At the
reservation across the f{reeway,
known as Crow Agency, Mont,, it is
smatl cansolation. The economy is
bad. but the movic industry is a’
boon. Residents can only hope more
films like “War Party” and “Son of |
the Morning Star” scon will be
“movin’ to Montana. - .

Gary Cole stars as the {tamboyant
and controversial General George -
A. Custer in “Son of the Morning
Star.” The ABC epic miniserics, de-
buting ‘Sunday and concluding Mon. |
day, chronicles Custer’s defeat by
Sitting Bull and Crazy Horse at the
Hattle of the Little Bighorn.
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Noted ndlhor and TV and radio pénonallty Barbsra DoAnooiia
hosis 8 now daytime talk show titied Barbara DaAngalrs Monday
- through Friday on CBS.

BABY
PALACE

23321 Orchard Lk, Ad
Farmington
476-7370 .
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No shortage here for QUALITY DAY CARE.’
Protectlve, loving care given to your infant.
Specializing in babies less than one year old.
— Openings Available Now —
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