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MOVING PICTURES

Patrick D.

y stars as

Marvard wrongly blamed for the death af the anly son of

ALTERNATIVE VIEWING

Those drive-in gems return

. By John Monaghan

special writor

There's flve minutes left until
show time and dancing hot dogs,
steaming plzza and fizzlng soft
drinks fi)] the screen. During the 'S0s
and '60s, the heyday of the drive-in
movic, these were familiar images
every weekend.

Frank Uhle, head projectionist at
the Mlchigan Theatre in Ann Arbor,
remembers those weekends well, He
threaded his first sprockets at the
University Drive-In ncar Ann Arbor.

Now, about twice a year, Uhle
bocks a couple of campy exploltation

films, dusts off old footage of danc-
ing hot dogs and coming attractlens,
and simulates a night at the drlve-in
indoors at the Michigan Theatre.

The flfth edition of “Frank's
Drive-In Movic Night” happens this
Saturday night with two choice titles
from (he 19605 — “Ghidrah, the
Three-Headed Monster”-and “Hallu-
cination Generation.”

Made in 1865, “Ghidrah" comes
from the Golden Age of Japanese
monster movies, where .unwicldly
nuclear-born reptitles destroyed
minfature Tokyos over and over
again. This time around, Godzilla,
Mothra and Rodan team up as good

SCREEN SCENE

guys t¢ battle the evil three-headed
monster.

“1 REMEMBER it being one of
the betler ones,” sald Uhle who
hasn’t seen the film since he wi
Kid. fle and other monsier movie
fans will be in heaven watcling
“Ghidrah™ on a 5mm print and in
wide screen,

Uhle spends  months  tracking
down obscure titles, renting fromi
tiny film-releasing companies thit
somehow got ahold of 35mrn prit

“There are témm prints av:
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DETROIT FILM SOCIETY, 5201
Woodward Ave., Detroit. Call 833-
4048 for information. {$25 member-
ship, $4

. “Landscape in the Mist” (Greece
— 1988), 7 and 9:30 p.m. Feb 8-9 and
7 pm. Feb, 10. Two Greek children

run_away_to_Germany_in. search_o

taw-School-student- Chnrlle“Far!ow who 78 o crime boss in “Run.'”

‘Once Around’ istoo much

“Come See ihe Paradise” (B-, R, .

130 minutes) which opened last Fri-
day, was reviewed here Jan. 21.
News of the delayed debut arrived
after our deadline. .

Briefly, it's the story of an Ameri-
can laber organizer, Jack McGurn
{Deonis Quald) In the mld-1930s. He
marries a Japanese-American wom-
an, Lity Takamura (Tamlyn Tomlta).
After Pear] Harbor, along with her

the movies

Dan
Greenberg

‘Grading the movies

ed nightmare’ when the car breaks
down. While it's being  repaired,
Charlic gambles at an illegal casino,
A scuffie erupts with an obnoxious
opponent aggravated by ' Charlie’s
poker skilis,

The belligerent trips and cracks
his head -on a counter corner and
dies. The dead man is the son of “Mr.
Big" and no one wlil speak the truth.
Charlic's only choice is flight. His

family, she’s interned with
of other native-born Japanese-Amer-
icans, the Nisei.
The untold su”crlng of lhe Nisel Is
1l

A+
A | Closebehind - excellent

Top marks - sure to please

depicted in terms  but
Jack's problems as a labor organizer
and .a human being diminish the
movie's impact,

“Once Arunnd" (C+, R, 115 mln-
utes) s a comedy

A
B+ | Pretty good stuff, not perfect
B | Good

StiltIn running for top honors

loaded with talent, nat the least of
vhom Is director Lasse

("My Life as a Dog"). He does his.
best to breathe life into Malia Scotch
Marmo's scenario about a tradition-
al Italian-American family.

By and large, his CPR fails.

Joe Bella {Danny Aiello) is the pa-
triarch and Marllyn (Gena Row-
lands) is the momma. They
three grown children — Tony (Dan-

ton Stone) who's married to Gall
(Roxanne Hart) — and his slster, Jan
(Lavra San Giacomo), As the fiim
opens, she is making weddlng prepa-
rations.

But the (ilm centers on another
daughter, Renata (Holly Hunter),
who is living with a feliow who isn't
tnterested in marriage. With consld-
erable trauma, she ends the relation-
ship and heads south to sell condos.
There she meets super salesman
Sam Sharpe {Richard Dreyfus).

1F HIS NAME weren't enough,
one look at his white suit and a quick
listen to his corny llnes prove two
things: This is Ms. Marmo's first fea-
ture-length  film and she hasn't
lcarncd the difference between so-

satire .and |

humer,

Sam Sharpe’s initial appearance Is
characteristic of the entire film as
he sweeps Renata off her feet. In ad-
dition to being 4 super salesman,
he's also a nice person. The mesh
here Is nat ‘all that convincing. Why
would such a superior businessman
with a limo and big operations In
New York appear as a hustler at a
sales meeting?

Can we trust big tippers? Maybe,
but perhaps the times have made us
all too cynical. Sam Sharpe is less
the bright moment in Renata's life
and more a enc-dimensienal fash in
the sales room. Despite expecta.
tions, and 1t's ohvious simplicity,
their romance works much to the

. ‘chagrin of her father who doesn't

like being usurped in his daughter’s
alfections by anyone, much less by a
flashy hustler.

Besldes  that conflict between
“ traditional - papa and _hustler su-
preme, there’s abrasivencss between
the sisters, some tensions with
brother Tony and his wife, Papa
Joe’s maudlin affectlon for his long-
dead mather and everybody striving
to be themselves.

Add to all that the film's major
tocus, Renata’s attempt to mature,
and we're in big trouble with too
many plot etements ot well inte-
grated. The film loses credibllity

B- | Goodbut notable deficiencles
C+| Justacutabove average
C | Mediocre
C- | Notso hotand slipping fast
D+ | The very best of the poor stutt
have l D | Poor
l D- ‘ 1t doesn't get much worse
[F | Ty awiut
[ Z_ [ Reserved for the colossally bad '

I’ ] No advanced screening

dwindles to zero.

A lover.of cars and an avid gam-
bler, Charlte Farrow’s dream comes
true when'his boss asks him to drive
a Persche to a customer in Las
Vegas. His dream turns into a twist-

search for help gets him
involved in other murders. All atone,
Charlie is agatnst two worlds, cops
and robbers.

1f this plot sounds familiar, that's
because the storyline is overused
these days. Innocent man in the
wrong place at the wrong time —
chased by bad guys and good guys —
he runs unti! ke can clear his name.
Add limited dialogue to that cliched
plot peopled by stereotyped charac-
ters while throwing in car chases re-
peated from countless other films,
and the resull is “Run.”* (Reviewed
by Brian Dunn)

CONTEMPORARY GORE fans
will be disappointed in "Popcorn'
D+, R, 93 minutes) which leads
viewers to the kil} without any de-
tails. While Jack of gore may not be
all that bad, this film has little to
recommend ft.

Maggie the fiim  student (1
Schoelen) has nightmares whose im-
ages ‘match those of the films she's
showing-at a horrer film festival.
‘The Jine between reality and iliusion
blurs as horror spreads.

“Popcorn” throws atl the imagina-

ble (and expected) horror film
punches mlhr»u( bemg effcctive. It's
st cliched and

siewed by Eric

when  Renata, a  gro
ctimbs into her parents’ bed at nlghl
whenever the pressures of life
mount,

“"ONCE ARQUND" moves in fits
and starts and fumbles around with

* too many ploi clements. The acting

of the very fine enscmble helps —
although they play fast and loose
with. Boston accents, . particularly
Holly Hunter who regularly forgets

hers. Desplte some nice famlly
oatitents, on-the whole, no prizes for -

this one.

Charlie . Farrow (Patrick Demp-
sey) Is a lucky guy. He's good look-
ing, young. a law student in Boston
and he can’t lose at poker. “Ran’ {C-,
R, 100 minules) chronleles Charlle's
Journey Into a world where his luck
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Double feature — “The Secarch-
ers” (USA — 1956) and “Words and
Music™ (USA -~ 1948), starting at 7
p.m. Feb. 8-9. In “The Scarchers,”
Jahn Ford directed hls favorite ac-
tor, John Wayne, in a brilliant west-
ern about the hunt for'a girl cap-
tured by Indians. “Words and Music"
traces the carcers of Richard
Rodgers (Tom Drake) and Lorenz
Hart (Mickey Rooney) tn an all-star
musical . featuring Judy Garland,
Gene Kelly, Lena Harae, Perry
Como and Mel Torme.

DETROIT FILM TIEATRE, 5200
Woodward Ave, Detrolt. Call 832.
2730 for-information. ($5}

their father. Director. Theo Angelo-
polous has been compared to Feilin
and Truffaut for this “road movie”
which explores the vulnerability of
childhood, !

DETROIT SCIENCE CENTER,
5020 John R, Detroit. Call 577-8400
for information, {$5 muscum admis-
sion includes ticket, $2-$4 chlldren
under 12)

“Ta the Limit" (USA — 1990),
through April 1991. The latest Omni-
max spectacular Intercuts amazing
athletic’ feats with an analysis of
how muscles and blood meet the
challenge. Not intended for people
with claustrephobia, the movie be.

VIDEO VIEWING

cames a first-person “¥a ntmxr\'
age" into the human bady.

IENRY__FORD._CENTENNIAL -
LIBRARY, 13671 Michigan Ave
Dearborn (,:nll 943-2330 for infurm:
tion. (free)

“The Divorce of Lady X (Hrata
~ 1938), 7 p.m. Feb, 4. This §
British screwball comedy finds 1
yér Laurence Olivier foreed st ace
2 hotel room with wacky Metle 1ih
eron.

LIVONIA MALL, Seven Mile
Middlebelt roads, Livoma. Call 3
1166 for information. {f

“The Comed " USA 1
10 a.mi. Feb. 5. Elizabeth Tislue
Richard Burton team up in
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By Dan Greanberg
speclal writor

It never fails to amaze me how
much violence and gross, unpleasant
behavior is accepted th an off-hand
and casual manner in our culture
while sexuality is the object of so
much concern and so many attempts
at social control.

Initially, after last summer's furor
which led the Motion Picture Assocl-
atien of America to replace their X
rating with the NC-17, video distrib-
utors sat on the sidelines and contin-
ucd to release R-ratéd (Hms and
pumped-up coptes with the come-on,
“Unrated version, contains addi-
tional footage not scen in the R-
rated version.”

7:30 P.M
Evening

By now most viewers and Industry
personnel have settled comfortably
with the NC-17 rating and business
proceeds as usual. But don't expect
too much from the NC-17 or unrated
versions on the video racks. For the
most part, they are little more than
what passes for R ratings every-
where — and most of the films fall
far short in acting, script_and pro-
duction values.

Nonctheless, some of them are
garnering decent reviews in Varjety
and elscwhere. But for most of themn
even the left-handed compliment,
“Well, not too bad for TV" doesn’t
apply.

Playmate of the chr Shannon
Tweed'(s in two films, “In the Cold

B

_of Night" and “Last Call”. Newt
are very good but  surprisy

Hnu:e Seatst
No seat farther than
150 toet trom
Conter Ring!

0% OFF ~

DNR State Falrgrounds 8 Mile & Woodward « Detroit
MAIL ORDERS ONLY! ORDER NOW!
SELECTED DISCOUNT PERFORMANCES » SUPPLIES LIMITED
Friday. March 22, 1991
Friday, March 28, 1991
{Good Friday)

Ringside (Rows 1.}
Reserved {Rows 10-18)
Ringside Ends {(Rows .91

enough, Tweed's acting
than much of the rest of the m
these two films due nut Feb 21 and
Feb. 5.

s Viab

NI’ITHEH OF then

Mo Upy

- Heary Purtraat

of a Serial Killer.” For the most part
all this NC-17 and “Contuns adili
uenal footage. . . stufl 1= proms

tional come-on, at least imsofar as
sexuality is concerned.

But when it eomes o violenee i,
digusting displays, there’s no hinnt

What could have been o clover np
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