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Bill Scheft aims for a home run as a stand- up comic

Ny Rebecca Haynos
statf writer

in the whote country damg comcdy.
Now there are probably 10,000."

He still dabhb
Scheft now o
camedy slage

The former sports reporter first
vuperimented with stand-up 10 years
ao while s orking 4t a newspaper in

HIS PARENTS took a while to un-
derstand his career cholce.

“They didnt get it,"” Scheft said.
“My parents seat me to Harvard and
there. I was telling jokes at some
place that was a disco two months
ago,

“1 think my mother thought I
wonld come to.my senses and get a
job teaching Latin at Deerficld
Academy,” he-said. “But 1 aever
asked them for money, and once
things gat better for me and started
to pld( up. they've-been very suppor-
tive.” -
Schelt was recently featured on a

PBS documentary, “The World of

Jewish Humor.”

“That: meant more W my parents
+ than anything else I'd done,” h 3

“Their kid was on this Je!

and that made them bappy.”
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Tar g ta et alittle Bored

ather b Seheft sad, “About a
before eft they openet a
i club there, so 'Y work
tere an y tghts off ur snepk oul
+f the offtesad Thad 1o,
Fleft Albany before T had another
Joband went to New York,” he said.
:uu- wis i big rumor that T left
o paper oo and do cotedy, hm §
" s]l\ wasnt unking about it yet” .

Aftes carn New York teying to
TS e nee wriling,
mvll sasd Bt tired of eating bo-
ctihes, o he decided 1o
I img telling jokes,

num;, Jewish is a ‘big part of
Schéft's act, as s sports and the
an adea of how 1o perform weather.
{ den't think it was as hard
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pre doing 1t were
d it nat hke to-
think 1Us a fas)
be sind “There
than 1,000 guys

ZOMEDY CLUBS

"I grew up, Jewish, living in New
York.” he said. “It's just a very natu.
ral thing to. (alk about. A lot of my
“ct 15 about being overly sensitive
about y urs If, your body and your
mortal .

Scheft siud he likes camng to De-

0 by

ore probalily hew

trml because it's such o sports-ori-
ented city.

"1 can talk about sports there and
people understand e, he said. ad.
mitting that baseball and hockey are
his twn favortes

HE ALSO likes going on WRIF's
morning show.

“Most camles hate gelting up that
early,” he said. “Usually they just do
ay hut T had such a good time
st time [ was there I asked
them if 1 could come 1in and do 1t
agin,

"1 like playing casino town
like playing big cive
very urhan ind [ feel more comfort-
able when I'm in an urban setting *
heft said he’s a conventional
stand-up comedian, but added thit
nnhk-v some, he puts on no act
Just hike Oscar Madison,” he
5.m! T'm the same guy on stage as
they would Lalk to off stage

"I do hike Lo play around with the
audience, and Ithink Ui pretty good
At Beeause -1 worked as an emceee,
far such o long time o clubs hike
Cateh a Rising Star i New York”
he sind “And ©oguess my act s
#eared to an older crowd Tdon't hie
o talk about things that happened
when Lwas 11 or when 1 was in gh
sehool

Although he may throw in an ob?!

scenily now and then, Schelt sald s
act 15-not dirty. And even though he,
used o think there were certaim sub.
Jeets that should be taboo for com-
1¢s, he’s since heard most of them in

s and said they worked quite

A NEWLYWED, Scheft, 33, mar-
ried fellow comie Adrian Tolsch sev-
en ronths ago.

“If nothing else, I'm glad ! went
1o show  business “because Jf T
hadn't | wauld have never el Adri-
i he said, “Actually, 1Us been a
great cornfort or support being in
the same business, When une walks
0 attwo am e other knows where
wou've been.”

Scheft has been on numerous tele-
vision  shows. ancluding  Saturday
Night Ly .

“1 think I've done eviry TV show
except the ones thal count,” he said.
laughing “1 réally haven't made my
big splash yet Maybe 1t happen to-
morrow."
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© CHAPLIN'S WEST
7 CHAPLIN'S EAST . Ron Crick will appear  with
l,unk Carrett nll appear along  George McClure and Mario Wednes-
t Branch through Saturday, Feb. 6.9, at
5.t Chap- Chaplin’s West, 16890 Telegraph, one
KT (.!m\hl -

block south of Six Mile Road. Show
times are 830 pm. Sunday through
Thursday: 8 and 1030 pm. Friday
and Sal nrda\ For information. cail
533-8866
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© CHAPLIN'S PLYMOUTH
Huul\ O'brien will appeuar (\lUllF‘
noGreg Hosteld Wordne
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Saterday. Feb 8.9 it ManStrees
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Comedy Showease,

314 EC Liberty,
Ann Arbor. Show times are B 30 «nd
11 pm Frday and 7, 9 and 11 pm
Saturday For anformation, call 996-
5080

® COMEDY CASTLE

BIl Scheft will pe rfnrm uuh Seott
Wyler Tuesday
althe Camedy Castle, 269 E. Fourtk
Royal Oak. Show time s 830 Moo
doy through Thursday and 8 20
Hopm Fraday and Saturday
reservations, eall $42.09¢0
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® JOEY'S ALLEN PARK
Jov Duaiell MH ™

t Miss Kitty's Comedy
ach, 595 N Lapeer
or information. call

tmnes are 8.3¢ and 11 pm For anfor-
mation. call 961.2581

©® LAUGHTER HOURS
Mary Miller will perform Wednes-

dw Feb. 6, at Hurley's in Noriht -l

. 5600 Crooks Road,

T:o\ Fornformation. call B74. .lou
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® LOONEY BIN

Jet Branpon wall perform with
Ntese Hlllnlln-r und Rich
(nhnllum Friday

@ JOEY'S LIVONIA
SRO will perform along wath Jill
\\‘lshhurn and Ray I'"Il‘r “ldm\
fav.
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to win at the numbers game.

A

Th( game is pewspaper adsertising — amd the rules
are changing. Rates are up in the Deimit News and
Free Press. Suburlun circulation iy down. And all around
toun. advertisers are wondering what numbers t trust —
and where o place their media doffars. Whie should you do?

Beware of smoke nd mirrors,

oo Nee whas behind
the numbers,

]ml call One onder. e ad Ooce aulbon reades
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