On all counts,
show’s a winner

Pervtormanees of the Avon
Pupess production of “Steel Mag-
rolias” continue through Sutur-
dap, teh M at the plaghouse in
Rechester Hitle Fur ticket infor.
matteo call the tog offiee ot 17
Liwy
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T9HIS o poignant, very funay and
sxtremely el erafted The Avon
Irdsetion i of professional qualty
aml s fas better than the movie,
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town.-Now u widow, she fooks for
something selul to do with herself
and winds Up buying the local radio
station. DeSteiger plays Clree with

a great sense of style. Her counter?

Ouiser.

part is the town grouch,
Ousser, as she puts it, heen in o
bad tnood for 40 years * Her orners-
avss 15 matehed only by her raper
wit - deadly toul in the hands of
actress Sue Warner,
The plat of “Sieel Magnol
cuses an the Jives of Shelb
ful but delicate young woman, and
her long-suffening mother, MLynn
The first sces s with Shelt
impending wedding, and  the last
seene with the terrible consequenees
ol her [rail constitution. Gail Diy s
A wonderful Shelby
character with o sense of vibrane

fo.

and lave thal makes her physcal,

condition all the more tragie

Dianae Biernat is simply outstand-
ing in the plas's most difhienlt role,
that of M'Lyon Her work during the
climictie scene, as she deals with
the loss of her daughter, s certinly
worthy of sume sart of awiard

1 eould write o long par. h
laudhag the performances af cach of
these fine artresses, but [ also have
een many plays swhich featured fine
acting and sull do not work. A lot of
the eredit for the pacing. cotse um-
g and-ensetable appeat of this pro-
duction goes to director Jor Burdick
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It’s hilarious but out of whack

Perfurmances of the Meadou
Birouk Theatre production of °A
Mudsumuier Night) Dream® con.
e throtugh sluuluy,hh 24, ot
the Qakland Universiy campus
vt Rochester Hhils, For ticket -
funuunhu call the borx office at

By Cathio Broidonbach
specra) whter

I'proanious, thigh-s! apping, vaude-
wvilhan  anti dominate - Meadow
Brook Theatre's praduction of A
Midsummer Night's Dream ™ Lack
of contrast and balance, nol of
re the show's problems
admittedly
eatertainng  comedy  homogentzes
the three distinet worlds of Sh
speare created an the play the
woudlstd Kingdom of the taines, the
wellborn® Atheman world of young
« dovers and the sunple world of the

ruugh tradestmen,

Ulmer reduces: them all o the
lowest common denominator, - the
broad, crowd-pleasing comedy usu-
ally reserved for Nack Hottom and
s sinpleton sidekirks

In thee Meadow Brook production,
there s Witle contrast between the
skipstick anues of Bottorn and the

Flmer's appatent decision 1o play
for Luughs refults n production
demtnated by heavy-kanded comedy
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that Mnulhvrs the dehieate, dream
- of 4 and overpowers
the play’s ;,r.xulu poctry.

Gone 1s o musing uuu(lv'nmnl at
the mysterious norddogic of love In.
stead Ulmer delivers ample fanny
patting and lusty groping caough
to make the audience  wonder
whether the flower potion dropped
nto sleeping tove eyes mipht e
distilled hormones rather than o
Lary ehxir :

GONE IS THE dream magie of
Theseus and Hippolyla's world 1n x4
mystcal wooded kingdom populated
by fairies

The faries have beet bamished
Peaseblossom, Cobweb, Moth, Mus.
tardseed and other unnamed sprites
who traditionally bt about  the
woodland 1n A Midsurhmer Night's
Dream” have been replaced by twn
macibre,  black-robed,  monkask
creatures carrying wind chines

They move with lugubrious steps
more hike o funeral procession than
the sprightly dunce of finres They
seem o portend enunots huppemings
rather than impish deviiry

A baby-faced Puck (Ricky Wrights
cartwheels and eatapults . around
causing mayhem, but for some une

tuncheonse ] g
NS
()vv’)f‘-" ~\n

Pearl’s -
Garden

Lovea blees

469 S. Woodward + Birmingham

644 2913

irritating  reason “he
spunds every. moment not in mation
sitling with his thumh in his mouth.

AS BOTI Theseus and Oberon,
Jamses Anthony leads the fine cast

s an-charge voice seems born to
rule whether his subjects be Athem
ans, faines or s own gueen (Ka-
mnn Grany  He ke his dignity
yot prog “ playiuy se of funin
ks dual roles

Jaseph Reed 18 especially fine as
cus. Hermia's exasperated father.

The: uum;_ lovers, Lysander /R
Wurd Duf
Seroty. He Hllu i
Helena 18

ury Proctor) and

are comely and

Kenny,
full of youthful rehelion and lusty

v Brook preduction,
rdian costumes
an, @ palatable

o7 gentlernan's
weat inta the mystenes of love,

AS USUAL, Nick Boltum steals
the show  Erie Tavares as Bottom
capatatizes on the plum role and
mtths at for laughs with all the skill
of a comumimite comedian. |

His donkey hesd may make him
fouk more Bike Harvey, the giant
rabMl than an ass. and his over-
wrown teeth may garble his speech,
but N uses eversthing ~  teeth,
 feet, clbows and hool-like
s 1o humorous advantage,

-~impleton chums Franeis

Koo,

Ftrestin

A Cugsme

Flute {Randall Godwin), Tom Snout

(Roy Dennison), Snug (LeRoy Miteh; "

el J.), Robin Starveling (Thomas n.
Mahard) and Peter Quince (Pérry B
Stewart) play bumbling, shy, hilari-
ously funny characters,

But what of the inexplicable mad-
ness of love, the delicate mystery of
dreams, ard the magic of midsum-
s mght? They hide in the shad-
ows. overwhe'med by the sound of
ravcous laughtsp

Cathie  Hrevienbach of West
Bloomfield teaches colege writ-
wmp classes and works as o
Srevlance writer
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