Kids brush up talents
In Odyssey preview

By Casoy Hana
staff writor

The dedicated work of 150 F ™m-
ington-area students was showeased
Saturday during a trial run of the an-
nual "Odyssey of the Mind" competi-
tion, designed to help students solve
problems in teams

The Odyssey sneak peek at Farm
ington High School showed most of
the 24 teams participating had the
right idea .

Aost of the teams - from public
and private schools in the Farming.
ton area —~ are gearing up for a re.
gional competition March 9 wilh
teams from other schools Teams
will compete with stedents in 4 simi.
tar age categorics

“It's a good ‘opportunity for then
to try out a real sense of confidence
and accomplishment,” said Sylvia
Kambouris, -a parent courdinating
the program with Farminglon Pub-
lic Schoals DELTA coordinator Jer-
ry Kaplan. "The basic premise for
OM is that each chitd has somethmg
toolfer."”

PROBLEMS BEING used in ths
year's OM competition are diverse,
including students designing an orig.
inal performance of the destruction
of Pompeii, and teams designing and
building battecy-powered  vehicles
which have to do a number of func.
tions.

Students could select from one of
the following problems. all of which
are timed for ‘cight minutes. ‘Fur
some, students are required to stay
within 2 budget for props and cos
tumes:

® Omer's Buggy Lite A team
picks a theme incarporating a light-
weight, battery-powered vehicle that
the team designs, constructs and
drives. The vehicle must attempl to
attach, tow and detach from a trail-
er, teavel between specific locations,
move in reverse and come to rest 1n
a specified parking place.

® Give and Go ~ Teams create
four-separate devices that relay ten-
nis valls from -different locations
into containers. Only one Farming-
ton team, from Kenbrook &lementa.-
Ty, Wil represent the district in this
problem at the regional competition

® Pompeil ~ This year's most
popular problem in Farmington with
Rine teams, student teams must cre-
ate and present an original perform-
ance from a scene taking place in
the ancieat city of Pomperi before or
during its devastation

 Super Collider — In this phys-
les problem, teams create a balsa-
wood structure which is stacked with
weights, The welght stack 15 hit with
a ball, or collider, to cause twisting
and vibrations In the structure. The
idea is to create the structure that
withstands the most weight .

® Transformation - Teams cre.
ate and presenl a performance
which shows a series of real or imag-
mary chianges or evolutions in sopme.
thing, using photographs or drawings
showing ¢ach phase of transtorm-
tion,

® Bedtime Story Sex elementa-
£y student teamns from grades s
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dents.. Coaches are volunteer par.
eots “If you coach, you get realty
turned on by this,” Kutnbourjs said.
“They are gaining a ol from it —
Relting it tough  with creativity
again”!

The Farnungton district has had 2
number of state aad  regional
winners over the years, and last year
a team from Warner Middle School
wen the world OM championship
with (ts ereative approach

This year. wams from the
ington area are from St Fatan,
Hillude. Highmeadow, Our Lady of

brook and Eagle elementary schools;
Warner, East and Power middle
schaols, and Harrison, North Far-
ngron and Farmington high schools.
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Kenbrook fourth grader Mike
Kwapisz (left} carries tennia
ball bins, white classmates
Justin _ Street (center) and
Phillip Gasparotto move theuo
props oft the gym fioor Satur-
day. after completing therr
rendition ot the Give and Ge
problems tor Jetyssay of 1he
Mind.
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