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champs

- By Dan O'Meara

staff writor

- This was supposed to be the year
any number of teams had a chance
to win the Western Lakes Activities
A

] P
but the 1991 results look a lot like
those of previous years.

‘The WLAA had a famillar winner
Saturday when Plymouth Satem won
its third consecutlve title and etghth
in'the last nine years, easily taking
first place in the annua) toernament
at Westland John Glenn.

“They've -been the power In the
teague, and they still are the power
in the league,” Franklin coach Ken
Meinscheln said.

The Rocks, with three

GUY WARREN/3(att phatographor

Todd Lytwyniuk of Harrison {top) won the 189- defeated Northville's Jason Vertrees 6-4 in the
und ch i i

champlons, three  runners-up and
four others who placed among the

- tap six at thelr welghts, racked up

192% poinis. The defending champs
were expected to be challenged by a
handful o teams, but the closest was
Walled Lake Western wlth 126
points. .

Livonia Franklin (114) and Wailed
Lake Central (109) provided a palr of
surprises, finlshing third and fourth,
respectively, The first dlviston In-
cluded Farmington (105) and North-
ville (98).

“OUR KIDS fust went through it
and came out where they were sup-
posed to, and the rest of the-teams
took turns beating cach other up,”
Salem coach Ron Krueger sald,
refering to how well his wrestlers
held or improved upon their seed po-
sitions.

The successful tournament was
the culmination of a heretofore dis-
rupted scason in which the Rocks
had te deal with an assortment of in-
Jurles. Everything came together for
Salem at the right time, however.

“We were without half our team
for three quarters of the year,”
Krueger sald. “Then we started to
get ane back, two back, three back.
We knew hoir many -points we were
milssing at cvery tournament and
how much it was hurting us. All we
could do was wait for everyone to
get back.

"There was only one we didn't get
‘back, but Phil (Haynes at 160
pounds) stepped in and did a real
good Job. 1 don't think he could beat
Phil, s0 1 think we're as strong as we
could be.”

Krueger also was cager to glve

much of the credit for Salem’s suc-
cess (o assistant - coaches Larry
Fidge, Dave Dameron, Greg Wol-
chuk and Larry Phillips.

“They're the guys who made it
happen,” he said, “A lot of times we
were frustrated, because we didn't
think we were golng anywhere (with
the Injuries). But In the last two
weeks everythlng started to happen
forus.”

THE ROCKS scored well in the
lower weights where they had three
winners. Scott. Martin won his sec-
ond straight league champlonship at
112, and Dan Bonnett claimed the
118 title, ‘

Both upheld their status as No: 1
seeds and won decislons In the finals
over longtime rivals Matt Allison of
Northville and David Prusinski of
Farmington Hills Harrison.

Salem'’s third champlon was 135-
pound - Jeff Shumate, who made
Krueger his No. I fan by winning the
title after entering the tournament
ag the No, 3 seed. He defeated sec-
ond-seeded Chris Brown of Churchlt!
8:5 In the semlfinals and overcame
Northviile's - Brandon Mardossian,
the top sced, In the final when the
latler had to- withdraw during the
match because of an injury.

“If Mardossian hadn't gotten hurt,
1 think Shumate would have plnned
him,” Krueger sald,* He went out
after him right away and didn't shut
down.”

Shumate wrestled the way
Krueger has been hoping he would
wrestle for some time.

“There's'a kid who's gone through
more hard times and had the Wrath

‘State powers at S’craft

" Some of the state’s top teams will be on display when the annual Schoalcraft College
- Girla Volleybatl Invitation takes place Saturday.

Action begins at 9 a.m. with six different pools. The top two teams in each pool will
advanee to the quarterfinals, beginning at approximalely 4 pm. .
Defending state Class A champlon East Kentwood will retum to defend its title.
Atnong the ranked teams In Class A entered include No. 4 Grand Ra pids Forest Hills
Central, No. 6 Blrmingham Marlan and No, 7 Livonia Ladywood. Burton-Atherten, the
No. 3 ranked team in Class CC, is also scheduled to appear,_

The tournaiment appears ta be wide open

dropped oul of the tournament last week,

Hare are Ibe pool pairings :

(A} Court tio. 5 — Ladywood,
Anchor Bay.

{B) Court Ho. 6 — unbeaten Livonia Ct
Redford Thurslon ang Grand Blanc

after No. 5 Farmington Hills Mercy

Farmington Harnsan, Plymouuth Salem, Frnton ang

thurchill. North Fasngton, Garden Gity,

{C) Court Mo, § — Livonia Stevenson, Wayna Momorial, Fotest Hills Central, Howeil

and Tayfor Truman

{D} Court Ho 2 — Plymouth Canton, Temperance-Budlord, Harpas Woods Regana,

Crarsom and Matisen Heghts Bishop Foloy.
A

(E) Cout to 4 — Marian, East

Deirba:n Rasel Mord.
(F) Court Ho 3 — Walled Lake Central,
Grasse le. .
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Road, Farmington Hills, Michig
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of 100% of said Improve.

rmiogion Hills which abuy publlc up-

an on the 25th day of Fehroary, 1591
ndard Time. to hear and consider any
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thereto,
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City Clerk

in the WLAA meet. He

‘comes

of Ron on him more than anybody,"
Krueger said, “and to see him go out

there and win the league champion- |

ship was really nice.

"I'VE.BEEN on that boy for two
years now, but that's hecause of the
potential T saw in hitn. Some days
he'd go out and beat the best kid
around, and other days lie'd lose to
the worst kid around. But—there
day when you make the
transition and realize what_you can
do, and’I think that has happened to
Shumate.”

Western also had three champions:
Andy Fritz (103), Travis lacqua
(145) and Todd Hoffmeyer (160).
Franklin had one winner in heavy-
weight Bob Johnson, who pinned Sa-
lem’s Ken Cokerin the final,

“fle wrestled the best 1"
seen him wrestle,” Meinsehein sai

The Patriots were helped by
others who placed. They had a pair
of rupners-up in Derek Rowland
(103) and Erie Tolmes (240} and a
consolation winer in Brian Whet-
stone (149). Pat Poisson (14%) and
Ben Leece (152) were fourth and Bri-
an Poisson (171) fifth

“U'm not really surprised, but it
was . pleasant  experience,’”
Mcinschein said. “They really came
on like gangbusters. Many of them
are third-ycar wr and « lot of
them are overachieving, If we do
nothing clse the rest of the year, Ul
be real happy (with shat the team
already has done).”

Haerison had its best leauys
showing and captured two individual
championships. Gary Devine (140)
edged Holmes 4-3 in the final, and

re-meet

semilinals {(above),

Tadd Lytwyniuk (189) won declslons
all the way through, including a 6-3
win over Salem's Wade Langdon to
finish the tournament.

SCIOOLS WITH single winners
were Stevenson, Ryan Carrlere, 125;
Sean Rock, Ceniral, 130, Mike
Reeves, Glenn, 152, ‘and George
Young, Canton, 171.

In addition te Coker and Langdon,

Sate’s Charlie Apigian was second
at 171. John Moran (103) ftnished
third, Jetf Caleman (140) fourth and
:!:\ynvs {t60) and Chad Wilson {125)
ifth,

ngdon was seeded seventh and
finished second, beating the Nos. 2
and 3 seeds and. giving top-sceded
Lytwyniuk a tussle in the final.

“All year he’s been getting beat by -

@ lot of these kids, and he turncd
around and beat them- Saturday,”
Krueger said. “Wade was a total
surprise,” probably the biggest
surprise of the day.”

‘Krueger Hip-tlopped Aplgian and

Haynes, moving the veteran Apiglan

up to 171 and Haynes down to 160,
Haynes was sceded No. 8 and placed
fifth, and Apigian held his sced.

"I figured it would be better for
bath,” Krueger said. “As #t worked
oul, it « We got a lot more points
that way.

Salem began the season with a
young team- but is fast becoming a
seasoned squad, which has Krueger
thinking positively about next sea-
son, .

“We have five seniors out of 40, so
that means we've got 35 coming
back,” he The scnjors are
Coker, Apigian, Coleman, Bob Han-
sen and Wilson.

Falcons

. L

Farmlington's stendfdst’ commit-
ment on the volleyball court paid off
Monday night as the Falcons em-.
crged as winners In a five-game
match with visiting Plymouth Sa.
lem.

Alter losing the first game 14-16,
Farmington took a.2-1 lead, 15-15
and 15-10. The Rocks tied the match
with a 15-11 victory before the Fal-

“ cons prevailed in the finale 15-11;

“It really picked ihe Birls up,”
Farmingion coach Julie Ingalls sald.
“They've played-hard all year and
weren't winning matches. They were
winning games but not matches. It
was a real blg plek-'em-up win.”

Ingalls lauded the play of Debble
Schroeder, who was 46-0f-48 spiking
with 12 kills. Patty Hansen was 26:
0f-30 and bad ninc kills.

Kim Owezarzak had anly one set-
1ing error in 154 attempts, and six of
her 18 tips went down for kllls. The
Falcons also scored 18 points off
Owczarzak's serves.

““Qur communication has been a
lot better,” Ingalls sald. “The girls
are working real hard on the little
taings. We're setting aside days and
Just working on digging or passing.”

Kerry Finlayson added 16 service

points for Farmington, which has |

seen its serving improve in recent
matches,

“We haven't been a strong serving
teamn,” Tngalls said. “'We get it in but

(Monday) we were powering the.
all.”

NORTH FARMINGTON took ils
second victory over lcague foe West-
land Johr Glenn Monday tn straight
games, 157, 15-12, 15-12.

The Raiders are 3-3 in the Lakes,

Division, 4-4 in the Western Lakes
Activities Association and 7-6 over-
ah. .

Junior Sarah Lungren was 21-of-
21 serving and had 14 points, and

half of senior Dana Botwick's 12 ser- .

vice points were aces.

Senior Eve Claar led the attack
with 10 kills, and junior *Karen'
Seremet recorded 10 assists,

"We were over 90 percent hitting
the ball, and that's a real key when
you're that consistent,” North ¢pach
Sandy Lubieniecki said. “We also
played excellent defense.™

FARMINGTON JIILLS .\k'rc‘)‘.‘

seeing some of its toughest competi-
tion this year, was a semifinalist Sat.
urday in the East Kentwood tourna.
ment.

The Marlins were cliinated by

boost -
spirits with win °

No.'I-rated Holland West Ottawa 15.
10, 15-8, Mercy, ranked No. 4 in the
state, is 33-4-2 overall.

In the first round of the playoffs,
the Marlins defeated Spring Lake 10-
15, 15-5, 15-13 and followed that with
a quarterfinal win over defending
Ciass A champton East Kentwood
15.8, 15-4. .

Merey defealed Belding 15-12, 15-

1 in pool play. lost to tournament ,

runncr-up Forest Hills Central 14-16,
12-15 and defeated Traverse City 15-

“Even though we got beat, it was
important for us to see those teams
and belleve we can play with those
caliber teams,* Mercy coach Tim
DeBeliso said.

“Hopefully, that will bode well for
us at tournament time and, hopeful-
ly,-we'll get a chance to play Por-
tage Northern, Forest Hills Central
and Holland West Ottawa again.

“If we play at a little higher levet,
maybe we'll have It go our way. it’s
an experience we can draw upon in
March. In many ways, it was a suc-

cessful tournament even though we ~~

didn’t win.”

Maureen Paulin noiched 56 Kkills
aut of 150 spikes. She had a kil per.
centage of .253. Karen Pinkerton
had 36 kills and 117 attempts, Gail
Murie 27 and 93, Laure DeMattia
nine and 31.

“Our kill percentage was probably
the lowest for us all year,” DeBeliso
said, attributing that to the quality
of competition and unforced crrors.
We've always beenin the .300 to
350 range.

"The other tcams played outstand-
ing defense against us. If teams are
playing good defense, you have 10 at-
tack more often, and the chance of
making errors gots up the more
times you attack.

“We have to be able 10 put the balt
down without having rallies go four
and five times on the net.” ;

Serving remained a team ass
‘The Martins put 94 percent into |
making 18 errors out of 296 serv

__Pinkerton served 10 aces, Paulin
cight, Murie seven, Susie Atchinzon
and Shannon Gof! five apicce

Atchinson also-had 82
of 235 sets, JH) Eveleth 29
of 94 chances.

The Marlins have thelr final dual
meet tonight at Harper Woods Regre
na, The Catholic League playof(s be-
gin Monday night. Twa quarterfinal
matches and a semifinal contest will
at §:30, 6:30 and 7:30 at




