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" One of the patches on the khaki'

flight suit of Air National Guard Lt.
‘Jon Stevens reads “Victory." the
tode word he'd use in combat to
wdentify hitnself if and when the call
comus to fight in the Persian Gulf.
“Is ithe code name) 50 you know
- who vou're talking to and so the ene-
“my doesn't know who you are.” the
*30-year-old Farmington' Hills pilot
sald Monday in the red-white-and-
blue-decorated cafeteria at South-
field’s Bedford-Vilta Nursing Center.
. But 89.yearold Minmic Aaron
. Tought of a different word after
.. Jistening to Stevens talk about Ret-
ting prepared to fly his single-pilot
., K:16 fighter plane into battle,

1 think he's a very brave man, |
“appreciate his bravery. But I just
hope and pray that no more of our
Ang boys have 1o go.".Aaren said
after the pr i
from Stevens; who is part of the
Michigan-based 107th Tactical
Fighters Squadron.
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Aaron and many others in the au-
dience of about 50 residents wore
outlits featuring red, white and blue
colors during the program. They
were expected to do the same Tues-
day when an “America’ Day” pro-
gram was held at the nursing center.

“I'd wear this sweater 36 hours
straight. and never take it off, if the
war ended tomorrow.” Aaron sald
with a smile,

ANOTHER RESIDENT, Harold
Haugan, said Stevens “was right to
the point.”

What particularly impressed Hau-
gan was the fact that pilots such as
Stevens have individual code words,
“'so they avoid hitting each other.™

But Stevens bricfly discussed a

number of other topics, such as air-
combat training, why he and other
pilots wear flame-resistant fight
suits, and what the 107th squadron
would do in the event the call to the
Middie East comes.

“Because of the fact we could be
called to active duty at any time,
we're gearing up” so the entire unit
of 40 to 50 plancs and 2,000 ground
suppart personnel could be overseas
within two days, he said.

Speaking about the ground support
troops, who handle everything from
mechanical duties on the fleet to es-
sential squadron-related paperwork,
Stevens said “those people are every
bit as important as the people who
{ly the airplanes,” -

Stevens, a 1978 graduate of North
Farmingion High School, said the
squadron would assemble at Sel-
fridge Air Base ncar Mt. Clemens.

SINCE LAST summer, Stevens has
received training in alr-to-ground
target destruction at the Air Nation-
al Guard’s Grayling base. The train-
ing entails dropping large smoke
bombs on various targets.

Stevens also said pilots in the air
guard receive training in “learning
how 1o get out of a plane that's been
shot down.” !

He detalled the importance of
wearing a fire-resistant flight suit to
survive such an ordeal.

“If the airplanc were to cateh on
fire, you put the sleeves down. Then

Airman entertains seniors

”yvth'h

is stories

You put on thegloves aRd hielmiet. Tt
(the suit) doesn’t cateh on fire. It's
the exact material worn byrace car
drivers.”

The pilot, who has logged 1,000 air
hours with the Alr National Guard
since joining it in November 1984
and an additionfi] 4,000 air hours
commerefally, opened his talk by as-
suring the residents that the United
States is doing the right thing in the
Persian Gulf. He alse asked for their
continued support. .

“EVERYONE WHO'S over there
now wants to be there,” Stevens said.
“And they won't leave until the job is
done.” :

Stevens also told the group that
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“the air and ground war you're see-
ing on TV these days is going accord-
ing to plan,” which was well thought- '
oul over two years.

takes to prepare for war. Stevens was invited
to be the guest speaker as part of the center's
regular activities program. .

LI, Jon Stevens, a pilot in the Air National
Guard's "1071h Tactical Fighter Squadron,
talked to senior citizens Maonday at Bedford-
Villa Nursing Center in Southfield about what it
AFTER THE talk, Stevens s
ame interested tn aviation
wger.
I took fhight lessons wut of Ponty-
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“We want to take our time and do
it our way, so we minimize the casu.
alties,” Stevens sald.

That goes for both sides, said audi-
ence member Aaron.

‘Marine’s mom: .‘He).was
the light of our life’

“1 feel sorry for the people on
Hussem's side.” Auron said “They're
innocent people and they have to do
what he tells them o do.” :

d he G Auparl o see if D wanted it as a

sareer,” he sad . Eventually, while
at Pordve Universtty, be learned
sbout military aviation

Carole Stevens shows Bedford-Villa Nursing Center resident
Peart Johnson a photograph of the F-16 fighler plane that Ste-
vens’ son will fly if he is summoned to war in he Middle East.
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' By LoAnno Rogore .
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Bruee and Sandie Benz have a hard time trymng to
P11+ b just one thing to describe their son, Kurt, 2 Marine
carperal killed Sunday in Saudi Arabia.

He was so many things 1o so many people. He was
thes hight of our life,” said Sandie.

Although his parents had hoped Kurt would £0 ta col-
lege after graduating from high school. he decided Lo
joun the Marine Corps .

“He teased me with college. The Marines were the
best. and he wanted to be the best.” said Sandie. After
Jjowing the Marines in September 1987, Kurt was sent to
Memphis for training as an aviatidn mechanie. During ~
hus time in the service he received four promotions. at-

He was funny. He had a greal sense of humor. Nitu-
sally we think he was wonder{ul. He was an average
tid, dependable and responsible.” b

He was a good kid,” added Bruce, Kurt, 22, was the ¢
»ldest of the vouple’s three children and their only son.
Their daughters, Kim. 19, and Kelly 16, attend Garden
€y High School. from which Kurt graduated in 1987,

Laining the position of erew chlef. *

“He would have been out of the Matines-in Septem-
and he wanted to apply to the aithines as 2 mechan-
said Sandie, :

BEFORE BEING assigned to Saudi Arabia in August,
Rurt had been stationed at Camp Pendleton, Calif. fe
and best friend. Tom Sic. wheo graduated from high

A MARINE crew chief. Kurt died in a non-combat school and joined the Marines with him, planned to
helicopter crash along with three other Marines drive from California In Kurt's 1968 Mustang aller thewr
It was t orst feeling in the world.” said Bruce enlistments were up

“We had not seen him since Christnas 1989 It was
the first Christmas he missed.” said Sandie. “I think he
hart planned te come home for Thanksgiving before he
did his last six months overseas. But he had to go o
Sandi Arabia, so he never got home.™

'

“about answering the door at the family’s home on Arco-
- ke befure dawn Monday and seeing 2 Marine representa-
“tve there 1 did appreciate them coming when they
L so we would both be home | wouldn't have wanted

just une of us to be here.”

Candle awaits woman’s return

\ cundle in.the window of Leonor
Ardila Brooks” Farminglon  Hills
Bt burns for her daughter, Army
Copt Jamce Higuera

10 will be” going until she comes
ik, Brooks said

Higuera. who grew np with her
twther in Farmington Hills and
sradnated from North Farmington
H:eh Schoul and 1S, Military Acad-
fmvoat West Point, is stationed 1n

T e Persian Gulf .
ftronks, saild Monday she hadn't
firard from her daughter since Jan
15 three days before the US.-led
furees attacked draq. “She told me
st would call next week, 'Rot if 1
4ot don't worry.®

Brooks told her daughter that
feirnds and family members here
and her grandmother and relatives
1 Calombia were calling frequently
ard praying for her. “She sald, ‘1
aeed at 1 know that I will be back.
Al becanse 1 started to cry, she
sid. T will be sceing you,' ™
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Leonor Ardila Brooks, feft, worries about the satety and
whereabouts of her daughler, Janice Higuera, an army captain
serving in the Persian Gulf,

CAPT. HIGUERA IS a civil engi.

T 0
nier stationed somewhere in Saudi 7 A 7y A : XS R i

Arabia she couldn't tell her
mother just where. She teld her
mother the food there was good; she
nredid underwear Lhat  was- lost
[ eobably during washing: and asked
for videotapes since their unit got
akold of a video-cassette recorder.
Brooks sent her daughter two fea.
tnres, one of the “Indiana Jones” se-
ries and "Married to the Mob.”

. Mary Hospial in Livoni

Brooks, a icrobiologisl al St
p said she
sed Janice, 28, and her two other
children, Olga Cook, 32, and Gilbert
Higuera, 27. She was divorced from
Dr. Gilberto Higuera, their father,
who lives in Bloomfield Hills with
his wife, Margaret, and their chil-
dren Mike and Philip. (A previous
story in this newspaper had incor-

'rv('lly indicated Margaret was Jan.
ice Higuera's mother §

Rrooks. who was remarried but
has been widowed for 13 years, said
she hasn'l seen her daughter in 1's.
years. Nevertheless, she's told her
the family is worried. “She s,
‘You_don’t have to worry. We -are
well prepared.”
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‘Rally for the troops
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Ryan Andrrson, 6, of Farminglen Hills, holds
a tlag while sitting on the shoulders of his
father, Greq. dunng a rally for Persian Gult
troops Saturday morning al the Pontiac-

L, Brooks Patierson.

Oakiand Auport, About. 2,000 attended the
rally, beld in an aitplane hangar and orga-
nized by formes Onkland County prosegutor




