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Post office architectere has
changed dramatically over
the years but one thing re-
mains the same — work
space for employces is the
primary factor in any design,
Extras like an atribm running
the length of the new Garden
City Post Otfice and a fancicr
entrance bring a more mod-
ern look to government
structures, Compare ecle-
ments of the Garden City
building to Ihe former main
_post office in downtown Bir-
mingham,

New post offices earn

stamps of approval
for design, function

By Doug Funke
staff writor

A steady increase in the volume of
mail, explosive growth In suburblia
and greater numbers of customers
coming by to rent boxes, buy stamps
or drop off letters have sparked a
building boom here by the U.S. Post-
al Service.

New post offices have opened re-
cently in Garden City and Birming-
ham and are under constructlon in
Plymouth, West Bloomficld and
Livonta.

“It used te be if you looked at a
post office, you knew it was a post
office,” said Susan Moore, spokes-
woman for the postal service.

And not necessarily because the
structures were pleasing te the eye.

Post offices often were smail, low-
slung buildings with cinder blocks on
three sides. Downtown stations tend-
ed to be a little more quaint, but
couldn’t be expanded as the work
Joad increased.

Facilities generally looked dreary
and dingy. Parking was a major has-
sle for patrons and employces. '

. NOW, YOU'RE likely to sce atri-
ums, recessed  lighting,  two-tone
{loor tile, tinted glass, colorful win-
dow treatments, cloth wall cover~
Ingsand carpeting.

Yet, form follows function :s far
as new facilities go.

“The primary factor is ned . . .
for work space," Moore sajy. “Carri-
ers (0 sort mail and clerks te service
delivery area need certaln square
footage.”

The postal service uses a kit-of-
parts approach (o new constructlon.
Basic standard parameters arepro-
vided for work areas like sorting sta-
tions, toading docks, post-effice box-
es and service coynter.

Architects who bld projects are
given freedom to arrange the ele-
ments to make best use of & particu-
lar_site hi also—have a

fully at what their requirements are,
what goes on in the work reom and
how things function from one step to
another,” said Anita Toews, an ar-
chitect with Corparate Design Group
of Ann Arbor.

That firm designed both the Gar-
den City and Plymouth post offlces.

“They tell us what size each part
will be, We choose materlals, We can
push, pull, add touches as we see fit.
The way you put them together is up
to you,” Toews said,

Division facility plannlng staff,
with input from the local postmas.
ters, makes the fina] declsion. Con-
tractors then bid on the construction.

Robert Schiller, president of
Schiller Construction of Redford,
built the Birmingham post office.

“IT'S LAID OUT more conven-
iently for the customer than it used
to be,” he said. “It has a larger lobby
area. The teller area Is more thought
out.”

The kit-of-parts approach allows
for more uniformity in’ the postal
service's far-flung empire, but still
allows for local architectural varia-
tion, Schiller sald.

“There's a lot more design effort
geing in structures than there used
to be. There's no doubt they're more
conscious about traffic ~patterns,
traftic flow, natural lighting in the
building. The post office is trying to
create buildings that will appeal to
the cye for the next 20 years.

“Personally, I think they're very
acsthetically pleasing,” Schiller said.
"1 like the ihought that has gone In.
They're. designed “structurally very
sound so they last a long time.™

NEW POST offices don't come
cheap. Moore provided budgets for
several built or under way In the
area.

® West Bloomfield, 29,500 square
feet, $5 million.
®_Bi

square feet,

& Livonia, 22,000
$3.4 milljon. N
® Garden City, 23,000 square
feet, $3 milllon. .

But the money can be well-spent If
employee morale and productivity
increase and customers have an eas-
ler time getting in and out, o

“If golng to a new facllity gives
better light, better ventilation, bet.
ter access, it certalnly enhances the
work environment and enhances pro-
ductivity,” said Heeter Peshkopla,
an Industrial psychologist and owner
of. Human Factors & Resources
Group of Southfield.

ARCHITECTURE for specific
post offices, like any other building,
will have its supporters and detrac-
tors.

Doreen Matich, a Garden City res-
Ident, likes the “spaciousness and
modern look .of ‘that communlty's
new post office, Parking is much
better - too, she sald, describing the
old as “horrendous.”

Tom Honeycutt of Wayne won-
dered about high heating bills at the

“new Garden City facility with the

atrium and maintained that parking
was still a problem

He described the building as “a lit- X
tle elaborate™ but the atmosphere as
“nice."”

Said Len Parker,-a Blrmingham
resident, of that community's new
post office: “It scems functlonal, I'm
kind of disappointed they had to
leave downtown. It doesn'l have Lhe
charm the old one did."*

Hilary. Borman of Birmingbam
sald she was surprised at how large
that new post office is.

Paula Surma of Garden Clty said
she loved the service she received in
that new building, but wished the
structure had a less modern, more
historic appearance. | .

Postmasters of the new facllities
are complimentary about their new
work places.

oIt

STEPHER CANTRELL/3tall ptiotographor

chaice of several different facades.

“THEY REALLY luok vers care-

-38,000_ square
feet, $4.9 mifon.

® DPlymoulh, 22,000 square feet,
$4.2 miilion.

ly-pleasing-to-the-eyc;
but architecturally efficient,” said
Gregory D. Cox. Birmingham post-
master.

Radon danger ‘overstated?’

(AP} -~ Radon gas in homes may
not be quite as dangerous as previ.
ously belivved, but in high concen-
trations it can cause lung eancer, ex-

issued recently by the Na-
tional Hesearch Council said that
carlier estimi
cancer in homes may have oversiat
ed the danger by 20 to 30 percent.

Estimales by the National Council
on Radiation Protection and Mea-
surements and olhier agencies com-
pared the danger of developing tung
cancer from expasure to radon n
hames with the risks of radon-caused
lung cancer nang mine workel

Raden gas is a byproduct from the
de of uranium-238, which is pres.
enl in most soils and rocks. The iavie
sible substance often is strongly
present in some mines and car col-
leet in unventifated homes huilt on
sume types of soils.

Board member undermines association

1 ant co-owner In o condominiom
am) am disgusted with one af the
buard members. He is a tyrant whe
is abuslve to the assnciation's em-
ployees and  their servi elated

people, Shnee he has gotien” on the |

board, he has undermined the relal
Honship between the other directars
and the assoclution’s manugement
compaany, ils atlarney and Its other
consultanis. What can 1 do as u ro-
owner to deal with this tyrunt?

T would suggest that you write 1ns
director a personat letter advising
hitn that you are on to his antics and
that you plan to bring this to the at-
tention aof the board or the entire i
sociation, seeking his removal unl
he n s his w [t sounds ax
thotgh he has already done a great
deat of damage in your condomini-
um and you may consider bringing 4
petition to remove him as a director
If the word is aiit 1u the other mem-
bers af the assoriation of his abusive
tactics In any event, allowing some-
ane 1o contint that rofe will ean.
tinue to undermune the best interests
of the association for which all of the
coomners will pay. . .

1 am pot & prade, but [ can no

longer stand my upstairs neighbor
vavorting 4t all hours of the night
with her multiphe dos friends. § bave
weitten the board on several o
sions, bt they say it is oot (eir busl.
aess. [ have pounded or the pipes to
ry to get this womin 1o show hasje
teeency but o no avail, Moreover
the assoviation won't take care of
any ~ound rondittoning  probfems
that La baving. What can [ dn?

The first thing is 0 determine
whether there is anything struetural-
Iy wrong with ynur nmt in regard o
sonnd transimssion. Assutaing there
v a0k, you then bave a problem of a
co-owner presutnably abusing her
privilepes as member of the associa-
tion, to the extent that she is unrea-
sanably interfering with your use
amd enjoyment uf the promises
would farmally wrste a letter 1o the
o the neighbor requesting hee to
keep the nmse down

I wouid also write the board de-
manding that 1L ke some action
ARABsE her (o the extent that your
complamts about her can be docy-
mented by a Mird person 1§ the
board 15 unwalhing to take action,
consider Giking action on your dwn

condo
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iinst the neighbor and perhaps
gainst the board for faliag to dis-
charge its legal responsshilities in
yaurbehalf.

Can you tell e what the rules are,
in general for vacatlon homes under
the Internal Revenue Code?

Where i homie is used for personal
purposes for more than a set number
of days of the year, the home is
treated as a vaeation home and is
nut subjeet tu the passive loss rules
of the Tnternal Hevenue Code. In:
stead cxpenses are deductible only
to the extent of gross rental income
from the praperty, Personal use
arises when the residence is rented
for 15 days or miore and personal use
exeeeds 14 days or (0 percent of the
||l|l||b<~r' o that the property is

-

rented in the year. When the period
is 15 days or more but personal use
does nat exceed the 14-day; 10 per-
cenat use test, then the residence does
nat fall under the vacation home
rules, and losses are limited by the
pi loss rules of the Internal
Revenue Code. These rules in gener-
al provide that the losses cannol ex-
ceed income from passive activities

Sxample: In 1990, 10 percent of
rom pre-Ocl. 23, 1936 invest-
ments may be deducted  against
vther income. For 1991 and later

¥ . lasses from pre-Oct. 23, 1986
investment are treated the same as
ang “other investments. You are

advised ta consult & tax adviser re-
garding specific infermation

Robert M Mewsner s Hir-
mingham  attorney specialinmg
w condominiums, real estute and
corporute {mw You are invited to
submit topes about condoming.
s that ypou would itke to see des-
o o an this column by wniting
Roliert M. Mewsner at 30200 Tele-
yraph Roud, Suite 467, Mirmg-

ham 48010 Thas column procadis

general information and should
not ln-'.'mmnu-:l as tegal opinzon

s of the risk of lung

Radon _gucays inlo a group of
short-lived radioisotopes that can at-
tach themselves to dust particles
and then be inhaled. Two of the ra-
didisotopes, polonium-218 and polo-
nium-214, emit alpha radiation that
can damage cells and cause lung
cancer.

HIGH LEVELS of lung - cancer
among sotme miners are attributed
lo their daily contact with radon,
and some varlier studies found that
the risk was as great or greater for
residents in homes where radon was
concentrated

But the new NRC study said that
when comparing how the radon par.
ticles would be inhaled and ab-
sarbed, the risk of cancer “tends to
be lower for the home environment
-- by about 30 percent for. adulls of
bothsexes and by 20 percent or less
for infants and children.”

As o result, the stedy: said, “direct

extrapolation of risk estimates from
the miniag to the home environment
may overestimate the numbecs of
radon-caused lung cancer cases by
these percentages.”

Dust particles in hames tend to be
smaller than in mines, the study
s3id. This increases the likelihood
that home particles, including those ~
attached to radon, would be deposit-
cd in the lung.

But the committee said miners
tend to breathe more rapidly, due'to
the cxertion of heavy work, so thry
are inhaling a greater amount of ra-
don .

Children in homes tend to be more
susceptible to radon-caused discase
than are aduits because they breathe
more rapidly and are more apt to be
physically active. But children tn tie
domestic envirenment sull are téss
at risk of lung cancer than are min-
ers, the study said.
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Microwave, Washer & Dryer
: Cathedrat Ceiings
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