Cruce welghs options along with redistricting

By Amy Rosa
stat wrlter

“I'Vh JNEARD the rumor and had
a lot of people talk to me about It,”

“The political landseape in Oakl:;ml
County is In for a change and any
way you Jook at it, state Sen. Doug

Cruce, R-Troy, has a hand in it.”

One of the most powerful politl
cians in Michigar, Cruee 1s not orly
heading up the redistrieting effort In

which he has a direct interest, bul

he's rumered to be a possible re-
placement candidate: for Oakland

County cxceutive.

Ever since County Executive Dan-
inJanu-
ary: rumors about his possible resig-
nition and who would replace him
bave flourished, Cruce’s name —

1) Murphy suffered a strol

and fogmer county prosecutor L.
Brooks ~Patterson’s -~

igan Department of Transportation.
County officials, however,

heen Oakland County':
anly executive since the position wa:

reluen, but invitatiens have gune ou
saying he wilk host
ing Thursday
mcipalities.

have been
tossed about as likely candidates.
Former deputy county executive Pa-
trick M. Nowak was also considered
u prime contender until Gov. John
Engler named him Lo head the Mich-

say
Murphy. 67, has ne intention of re-
signing. and is recovering well. Mur-

s ago, -continues 10
v affairs from his house.
Nn date has been announced for his

summit meet-
of the county's 61 mu- -

said Cruce, 43, who comfortably won

term in the 16th Senate District 1ast
fall. “I've had a lot of people say
they would support me in that effort,
but it’s tno premature 1o discuss who
would take his place.
"It's important to realize that,
t  number one, I'm fully supportive of
Daniel Murphy. We're behind him
100 percent iind want hitn Lo stay.”
1f Murphy resigns, the 27-member
Oakland County Board of Commis-
sioners will appoint a successor to
serve until the next election in 992,
Patterson said Friday he will give
“very serious considerativn” to the
county executive seal if Murphy re-
signs or decides not ta run in 1992,
But if Murphy runs for another term,
Patterson suid he would not chal-
lenge him,
1 would defer to Daniel then, be-
- cause he's been Oakland County ex-
ecutive for all these years,” Patter-
son said. .
V| ked what he would do if
ted, Cruce

s changes will come to Oukland (‘mm
Sty in 1992, he said, not the st of
which will be the redistricting of
U.S representative, state House and
state Senate boundaries,
1 Cruce, who campaigned with and
supported Gov. John Enagler i his
puinst James Blanchard last
appotnted by Engler o
chair the reapportionment comenl-
tee in Nuvember
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Major changes will be in store for
te. including (the hm of two

come out of the 1)<~mnx and Flint
areas, Cruce said
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‘I've had a lot of people
say they would support
me in that effort, but
it's too premature to
discuss who would
take his (Dan
Murphy’s) place.’

--- Sen. Doug Cruce

R-Troy

“We're going 1o try to do the best
job and keep it out of the courts,” he
added, saylng some politicians did
challenge the last boundary, changes
in-1982. New boundaries probably
won't be revealed until 1992, al-
though the committee will begin
worksng on them after final papuia-
tion figures are in this summer, he
said .

Redistricting oceurs onee every 10
years, and 15 supposed (0 follow pop-
ulatisn trends, with every district
contasning the same pumber of peo-
ple  US  Congressiona)  districts
must reminn extremely close popu-
latian-wise, while there can be more
deviation with state House and Sen- |
ate distnets, Cruee said. Ten years
ago there was w much s ap 8 per-
cent papulation difference etween

IN ADDITION, state seats {rom
Detroit and the near suburbs will be
tost, Cruce said. Many of those seals
are held by Democrats, who fear Re-
publicans will gerrymander them oft
the map

Environmental group

Concern Detroit, Inc., will close up
shop Feb. 28 after 18 years in the
environmental education ficld, di-
rector Terry Gibb announced.

She said the group will turn its
programs over to the many groups

surne stite distriets

“1 think the Democrats should re-
lax and enjoy the ride. They've lost
the population in those districls, and
there’s no way around the fact that
Democrals are going to lase seats,”
Cruce said.

In addibon, redistricting is sup-
L pasied o follow ey, townskip and
county lmes ds much i possible
With that in pund, and considering
Qukland County's growth over the
last decadre, Cruce siid he would hke

and- governmental entities 1t has
trained and dunll with over the
years.

A Concern Duron environmentasl
award has been cstablished through
Cranbrook/Horizons-Upward Bound
to preserve its philosophy and 1deils

HUB s w program which has, for 26
years assisted hign seboal ~uu1nm
fram bow-income fi -
the ady

mental i
HUR comiin:

to sce two US. mngr&hmnul .seats” >
solely for Oakland County. .-

CURRENTLY THE COUNTY Iis -
served by five U.S. representatives,
none of whom serve only Oakland
Cuunty. T

Creating another -U.S. representa-
tive seat opens more pulitical op-
tians for Cruce, as well as other local
Iegislators, lke state Sen. David
Honigman, R-West Bloomficld, ru-
mored to be interested in nationasl
uffice Cruee - whose district in- -

cludes Troy, Birmingham, Royal
Oak and five other southeuslern
cuunty  comnmunitics acknuwl-

cdpies that Honigman would be a
likely candidate, but reserved com:
tnent un his own intentions. Honig
map's  district runs west  from
HBloomfield  Township.  Bloomfiela:
Hills and West Bloomfield

A spokesman for US. Rep Wil-
hirn Broomfield.  R-Birmingh:
wno serves Oukland County's fargest
Congressional - district,  reilerited
Friduy that Breomlicld pians to sun
for tevlecting i 1042 :

closes Detroit office

sprtsible cansumers
“Concern wall provide & st of re
suLrees for enviconmentil |r.rnnn..
and  programs  avai
out the metropolitan Detragt
I{~ telephone nurnber s rm.
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