Recruiting bonanza
OU spikers reload. with -3 top.signees

By C.J, Risak
stalt writer

What coach Bob Hurdle called his best single
recruiting class ever for Oakland University's vol-
leyball team is now hlistory. Gene from last sea.
son’s 25-10 team are outside hitters Melissa Hal-
man and Cindy Walsh, setter Janice Van Velsen,
and all-Great Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic Con-
ference hitter Holly Hatcher.

That's the bad news. The good is that Hurdle
thinks his current signlngs may prove even better
than the one’s he tost.

“We're very, very happy with all three of our
signings,” he sald. “We actually slgned the num-
ber onc, twe and four recruits on our list. That's
pretty amazing."

Indeed it is. Allhougl: Hurdle won't label his tat:
sl recruits as can't miss ~ "Twn years later, you
find out how good a class was,” he sajd — he is
certain they will have an immediate impact.

LEADING THE list is Bloom[icld Hills Lahser's
Amy Ruprich, a 6-foat middle blocker who was

’ bollégg sports'

Hurdle had been interested in her ever since.
"She's six-foot, fast, jumps well, and I think she
has a teemendous amount of growih potential,” he
added.

Hurdle thinks Ruprich will make quick strides
once she hegins playing with, and against, better
athletes on a regufar basis, “She can do a whole
tot of things,” he said.

Czerwinski, an all-Big Nine Athletic Conference
pick last year, will have to make 4 transition if
she 15 to conteibute her freshman season at OU. A
middle Mocker at Swartz Creek, Hurdle hopes she
can fitl a long-ime void as a dominatiag lefl-side
hitter. . X

“WE HAVE not had a dominunt left-side
hitter,” the OUJ coach saig. “We ¢ three left-
side. hitters coming buck, but none that can go

high schoal; she's slated to see action on‘the right
side for the Lady Pjoneers

Piwowarczyk Is more steady than spectacular
“She's a good blocker, a good server, a good jurnp-
cr, a good passer and a good defender.” said Hur-
dle. "Her weakness, if she has enc, is Lhat she's
just a good hitter, not a great one.™

What plcases Hurdle is that he “filled Lhree -
jor needs.” QU has two middle blockers returning.
including all-GLIAC performer Jeanlfer Zielinsk:
Also back will be Darlene Monroc. Ruprich is vx-
Ppeeted to add conslderable depth ta the position

CZERWINSKI AND Piwowarczyk should alse
see considerahle playing time at their outsyde bt
Ling positions. The one spot that needs attention 1y
at setter, with Van Velsen's loss. Natalic Koan,
who will be a sophomore next season. (s tue huir
apparent. But Hurdle s still leoking for a secund
sutter.

“We have a ot of talent coming b but ot i
lot of experience,” he said. “This trecrmiiing elass)
gives me the ability, it gives us the flexitality. 1o
make some changes. It rivals the best recretting
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North stumbles;
Falcons falter

North Farmington sentar center
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"I've’known Amy for four years,”
of Ruprich. "1t started when she first
camp here.™

a 511 hitter from Swartz
Creek, and Kim Plwowarczyk, a $-10 hitter from
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“I think Andrea can be an outstanding offe
mproving defensively. She'
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Hurdle, who coached OI' to 2 13-3 record and a
second-place linish it the GLIAC, figures the Juss
of four starters will push his team down tn the
pre-season polls. But-should his newcomers devel
op. the Lady Pioneers wen't remain there
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High rollers hit tourney stride

AJOR TOURNAMENTS have

begun locally with the 78th

) GDBA. a1 Cloverlanes in
Livonia and the American

lagion event at Country Lanes in Farm-
ington Lanes

The competilors are running ¥p some
big scores at both events. In the GD HA
tournament, Bob Chamberlaln of Auburn
Hills hit 804 with 2 block of 268-299.237
for a new tournament record. That stood
for about 30 minutes when Ron Byrd
came along and topped him by shooling a
300 game. Added with his 299 and 254, he
tinished with an amazing 853 senies. Can
anybody top that? *

There has been a tnlal n! six perfect
300 games so far, Including the gem from
Byrd Ryan Wilson . (Livonia), David
Mahaz (Westland), Kevin Miller and Joue
Krajenke alsa recorded perfect games,

This is the lirst year for mixed league
compelition in the tournament and the
top three teams currently are In order: P
& 1), Roshell's Team and Childeess Four,

The tap team in the classic division 1s
Lewis Five, comprised af Dick Beatue,
Lreg 1ewis, Doug Evans, Paul Gravser
and Jon Reed.

Taaders in the mea's singles are, Ih or-
der, Byrd, J D. Bradley and Chambertain

The public Is invited to come and
watch these [ine bowlers ai Cloverlanes.
located at Schooleraft I Livonia, across
{rom the Detrolt Race Caurse. The Iour-
nament conlinues through March 3,
any things may nappen which il in.
Huence the standings.

« The stale of Michigan American Le-
fion Tournament had its moments of glo-
ry as two local bowlers hurled perfect
Ratnes In the opening round Nave Malsen
of Farmington Groves-Walker Post fired
2 300 game with a 730 series, while Bob
Gison Jr_of the Lavonta Host also rexis-
tered 3 300 game

The Farmington Pust No. 1 has run vut
to an early Jead. with Jin Hamba leading
e charge Hamhin leads in the allevents
as b had series of 694, 665 and 638 for &
1997 pintall
The rest of the Farmington Post No |

“team consists of Matson (Farmingion

Ihlis), Dave Tarbet (Livama). Ed Iland
iltedford) and Bob Mursay (Nov))

The tournament runs through March,
o plenty of mote greal scores are sure Lo
Cotsen
1um Tlallow Lanes i Southhield e
taliished a new Michigan record on Fet
18 by Tean No 7 of the Miller Lite Clas
sn League with a team single game score
of 1,335 actual’

This s oul. the record adds Doug Eve
any, 2R, Graig Zarck, 248, Jon Tleins

m 10-pin alley
Y -\ |
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245, John Bennctt. 219, and John Puttt
276. Thus is the hiRhesU ever single gasne
by a five-man team tn Michigan
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® COLLEGE NEWS

246,707, and Ernest Segura, 277751

1t was good t see someune from the
arei win un the TV- Pra Bowlers Tour
John Mazza of Mt Clemens took the tap
L prize a couple of weeks ago and seturned
the following week as the number twa
sed He did not win the second ume
around. but tmade a spectacular snt, by
canverting the rare 7-10 sphit.
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The Marhns, who won their seeond
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week, are runked No. 6 in the s
and hoave 3 4351 record

® WRESTLING RESULT

Farmangton Hills Harrison lost its
firstround regional wresthing mateh
to host Ypsantt Lincoln 35:0 on
Vi Feb 13 Grosse De de
feated the Rulsplatters in the fnat

Harraon used only sixowrestlee
could
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Carmngton
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e Farmungton Y MCA
Rroups fur boys and girls
r-10, under-12, under-14, un-
and under-19. The fee for the
eight-game season ls 335, The regls-
tration deadhine Is March 1. Any late
tegistrations will be placed on a
wasting hist.

For intormation, cull Jan Ricco at
553-8691 or Lina Bilocerkowycz at.
553-8687.

® COACHES NEEDED

Farmungton Hills Mercy needs an
assistant varsity softball coach and a
varsity cheerleading head coach. If
interestéd send a resume to Athletic
Director  Suzanne  Brown, Merch
Fligh Scheol. 20300 11 Mile, Farm-
smitton Hitls, 4R336 or call'476.2826
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