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MOVING PICTURES

Bette M:dlur and Woody Atlen star as'a happ:ly
married couple who end up sharing the-inti- -

mate details of their mutual infidelities while at
a shopping mall in *'Scenes from a Mall.”

Midler and Allen fall flat
in ““Scenes from a Mall’

By ihe time Bette Midler sings
“You Do Something to Me™ halfway
through “Scenes from a Mall” (C-, R,
85 minutes), it's too late for anybody
to do anything for anyene.

Midler plays successful psychath-
erapist Deborah Feingold-Flfer to
. Woody Allen's Nick Fifer, her
* hotshot attorney-husband who spe-
cializes in llcensing sports equip-
ment. They spend the day ul the!r
16th swedding annlversary at the

* Beverly Mall, picking up presents
and sushi for a dinner party they're
hosting that evening in thelr own
honor.

1t is really quite amazing that two

action should be exciting and enter-
taining -~ and maybe funny consid-
cring the comlc talents of Allen and
Midler.

Not so, however, as the two of
them shift behavior so quickly and to
such extremes that it’s all beyond
beltef, Even more astounding, all the
action is condensed Into a few
moments while most of the film de-
picts two unpleasant, materialistic
professjonals indulging thelr marital
problems in public with excessive
and boring dialogue. .

If this is supposed to be some fi)-
mic represeniation of maritat fanta-
sfes, it misses the mark by several

Yieh

Grading the movies

As+| Top marks-sure to please

A | Close behind - excellent

A;

Still in running for top honors

Pretty good stuff, not perect

ALTERNATIVE

VIEWING

‘L’Atalante:” A masterpiece

By John Monaghan
specia) writar

Jean Vigo completed only two fea-
ture films before hls untimely death
of lung disease in 1934, “L’Atalante,”
playlng this weekend at the Detroit
Fllm Theatre, i3 considered the 29-
year-old director’s masterpiece.

Francois Truffaut, who called it
“perfection,” wauvld have come up
with an even better adjective to de-
scribe the new restored version. Af-
ter years of restoration efforts and
the “dlscovery of a decent nitrate
print, audiences wlll get as elose to
Viga's orlginal vislon as they're ever
likely to.

Vigo originally stirred some con-
troversy over his first feature, “Zero
for Conduet,” In 1933, The story of
an oppressive boys' boarding school
showed the director’s anarchlst lean-
Ings. The producers of his sccond

film thought they would tone him
down with more comfortable mate-

rial about a bnrgcmnn and his new

wife.
They got :lnulhcr sutprlsc with
“L‘Atalante,” which became one of

the most free form and wildly Inno-
vative of carly French films. Shot on
the moedy waters of the Seine, the
movie mixes naturalistle locatlans
with poctic and often surreal Image-
ry. A wedding procession opens the

SCREEN SCENE

film as participants make dreaded
and sarcastic comment about the
new wedding. In the film's mast
haunting vision, the bride (played by
German aciress Dita Parlo) walks
atop the barge, her new home, in her
crisp white wedding dress.

MICHEL SIMON, the popular
French character actor best known
for his iims with Jean Renoir, lends
an unforgeitable performance as the
cat-loving first mate Pere Jules, He
charms the young wife with his col--
fection of cxotic odditles, collected
through the years at sea,

Please turn 10 Pago 4

ART GALLERY OF WINDSOR,
‘t45 Riverside Dr. W., Windsor. Call
(519) 258-7111 for lnformauon (free)

Coniemporary Australian Cinema

. — A collection of shorts from the

Land Down Under screen at 7 pm,
Feb. 28 and 2 p.m. March 3, includ-
ing Michael Hill's “Adaptor” {1968),
Tracey Moffat's “Nice Coloured
Girls" {(1987), Penny - McDonald's
“Too Many Captain Cooks” (1989),
and Mecrilee Bennet's “A Song of
Alr"(lSlB'I)

DETROIT FILM THEATRE, 5200
Woodward Ave., Detroil. Call 832-
2730 for Inlarmnllan. {3$5)

“L'Atalante” (France — 1934), 7
and 9:30 p.m. March 1-2 or 4 and 7
p.m: March 3, The full resteration of

Jean Vigo's masierpicce about a
young couple’s difficult marrled life
aboard a barge. Michel Simon'is un-
forgettable as the cat-loving first
mate. A must see.($5/audltorium)

“Murder in Harlem" (USA

1935), 1 p.m. Feb. 28-March 3.-A .

night watchman is accused of mur-
dering a young woman in Oscar Mi-
cheaux’s mystery film. As part of a
tribute to indcpendent ‘films. origi-
oally made - for black nudlcnccs
(§2.50/recital hall)

DETROIT SCIENCE CENTER,
5020 John R, Detrolt. Call 577-8400
for information. ($5 museum admis-
slon includes tlcket, $2-$4 children
under 12)

“To the Limlt” (USA — 1990),

VIDEO VIEWING

thraugh April. The latest Omnimax
spectacular intercuts amoazing ath-
letic feats with an analysis of how
muscles and blood meet the chal-
lenge. Not intended for people with
claustrophobla, the mavie becomnes a
{irst-person “Fantastic Voyage” into
the human body.

1IENRY FORD CENTENNIAL
LIBRARY, 13671 Michigan Ave,
Dearborn. Call 943-2330 for informa.
tlon. {free)

“The Bicycle Thief" (Italy —
1949), ? p.m. Feb, 25. When the dis.
appearance of his bicycle means los-
ing his_job, a family man goes to des-
perate lengths to retrieve it A still

Ploase turn 1o Pago 4

B | Good

—such {alcnted-performers, neith

whom need a project.so badly they'l ll .

“accept anythlog, did not evaluate
and reject this jumbled scenario
which presents two poorly devel-
oped, shallow characters.

“Scenes” was produced and direct-
ed by Paul Mazursky ("Enemies: A
Love Story™) and co-written with
Roger L. Simon who collaborated
with Mazursky on the “Encmies”
screenplay. Boy, did they strike out
this ime.

Deborah and Nick argue, fight,
drink and make love in the mall —
allin Jess than 1% hours. That much

ght-years.

‘The background is slick and the
sound track terrific — Louis Arm-
strong, Marlene Dictrich and Gene
Autry, among others — so buy the
tape and stay home. "“Scenes {from a
Mall” only proves that shopping can
be dangerous.

STILL PLAYING:
“Allee"” (B4, PG-13, 100 minutes).

Woody Allea's latest, fanclful and
romantic comedy about New York

Trading on perceived soctal pat-
__terns always has been the medla'’s -
stock-In-trade and"vldeopics-are-the:
when it comes 1o

D | Poor

itdoesn't get much worse

F | Truly awiul
Z | Reserved for the cotassally bad
*

l
l
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J ta advanced screcning I

House Seatst
No soat farthor than
150 feot trom

DNR State Falrg

MAIL ORDERS ONLY! ORDER NOW!

* Detroit

Your

cloning theatrical successes dealing

- 8y D,
B- | Good but notable deficiencies spocial writer
C+| Justacutabove average
C | Mediocre i
- worst
C- | Notso hotand slipping fast
with current trends.
D+{ The very best of the poor stuft

In this regard. albeit a bit late as
international political strife goes,
Prism_Entertainment wlll release
“The Endless Game” (1989, color,
PG-13, 123 minates) on Feb. 28. It's

-a slow -but interesting,  textured

statement  about War

Cold
esplonage. :

Albert Finney, whose performanc-
es always arc pleasurable, stars as
Alec Hillsden, a British intelligence
agent whose wife — and the world

venient front which enables him to
travel and stay out late,

Somc years earlier, his mistress
and co-worker, Caroline (Kristen
Scolt Thomas), was caplured ang
tortured by the KGB. After being ex-
changed for a British-held Russian
spy, Caroline was institutionalized as
a result of the experience.

As “The Endless Game" opens she
is murdered by an urknown agent

(George Segal) and that sets matters
in motion as Hillsden tracks dack
through their lifc and love to discov-
er who betrayed her.

——=think he's n wine merchant acor- —_This_is-one-of-those complicated-

character studies with limited ac- °
tion, The attraction of such films is -
puzzling out who is the KGI mole in
British Intelligence,

HILLSDEN GOES und('r;,mund to
do so byt the proceedings are tele-
graphed carly on by a British minis-
ter's incredibly stupid comment
about a Russian prison. As well, the

Plonse lurn 1o Pago 4

WEDNESDAY,
7:30 p.m.

FEB. 27

“BUILDING COMMUNITY STRENGTH & VALUES”
LAHSER HIGH SCHOOL
3456 Lahser Road - North of Long Lake Road

Join us in Lahser High School’s Auditorium, Wednesday evenings at 7:30

Hair or Mind”

WEDNESDAY, MAR. 6
7:30 p.m.

“Family Systems - Keeping Them Healthy"
Speaker: Ted Klontz

“How to Raise Kids Without Losing Your

Speaker: Michael Brandwein

SELECTED DISCOUNT PERFORMANCES « SUPPLIES LIMITED
730 P M Friday, March 22, 1991 Ringside (Rows 1-9)
Evening Friday, March 29, 1991 Reserved (Rows 10-18)
(Good Friday) | Ringside Ends (Rows 1.9)

Price
3760
g0
s475

WEDNESDAY, MAR. 13
7:30 p.m. :

“Battling Beer Advertisements Aimed at
Our Youth”
Speaker: Penny Norton

Ringside (Rows 1-9)
Reserved (Rows 10-18)
Ringside Ends (Rows 1-9)

5700
$600
$47

WEDNESDAY,
7:30 p.m.

Saturday. March 23, 1991
Saturday, March 30, 1991

9:30 A4

Morning MAR. 20

“Mobilizing Our.Commuﬁily"
Speaker: Jim Crowley

Ringside. (Rows 1-9)
Reserved (Rows 10-18)
Ringside Ends (Rows 1-9)

s700
$500
5478

7:30 P.M
Evening

Sunday, March 17, 1991

Sunday, March 24, 1991 Cost per series for fam|ly or individual: *15.00

Cost per evening: *5.00
Sponsoring Family or individual: *100.00 Sponsoring Corporation: *250.00

Make Checks Payable to: Bloomfield Hills Schools

Contributions may be tax deductible

Wednesday. March 20, 1931
Thursday, March 21, 1991
Wednesday, March 27, 1991

5600
500
542

Ringside (Rows 1-9)
Reserved (Rows 10-18)
Ringside, Ends (Rows .1-9)

730 P.M
Evening

5700
sgoe
478

Ringside (Rows 1-9)
Reserved {Rows 10-18)
Ringside Ends (Rows 1-9)

Make your check or money order payable to: METROGROUP, INC.
Mail 1o METROGROUP, INC * P.O. Box 3241« Farmington Hilis, Mlchlgan 48]33
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2ip Code

City * Siate
plus {3200 BEPgCE oo

1:30 P.M
Alternoon

Sunday, March 31, 1991
{Easter)

>
p
»
>

* Child Care available by reservation. Call Beth Gibbs at 338-0311

* Tickets on sale at all Bloomtield Hills School offices, at the '
door each evening or call the CARE office at 851 3165

1. * For further inforamtion call_ 851-3165 . ——— =

Sponsored by: ~
+ Bloomfield Hills Schools - Bloomfield Townsihp

+ 48th District Court Task Force on Alcohol and Substance Abuse
THE

m)bsmm r:p%ttl‘lltl‘lt
Thanks to all of our supporters:

TOTAL ENCLOSED
- Beverly Hills Racquet & Health Club

THESE BARGAIN PRICES BROUGHT TO YOU BY: - Bloomfield Boosters

Harmon e . : : Hills Educall fati
SOUSQ y ®bsgerver & E[f[‘lltl’l[ - Bloomileld Hills BYO Gounalt

« Bloomfield Hills Schools
NEWSPAPERS + Bloomfield Township
« 48th Dislrict Court Task Force or Alcohol
and Subslance Abuse
« Lahser Parents Foatball Club

Setast Date

Selocy Alternarn Q.6 Please!

« The Observer & Eccentric Newspapers

- East Hllls PTO

+ Pine Lake PTO

+ Way PTO

» Jill and Gary Doyle

+ Linda ond Robert Finkel

+ Richard Poling Jr.

+ Suzl and Donnel Schwartz

* Suzy and Carl Von Ende
Attend as many sessions as
you can - even if only one...

BUT COME!

AIRLINES

Detrent City Airport AOTRIILE
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for being a part of the




