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STREET SENSE

Barbara Schitf

As maturity goes, no 2 children are alike

Dear Barbara,

. Your response’ 0 the thather.,
pamed Joan regarding ber daough-
ter's curfew dlstresses me. It seems
as though you are encouraging the
parent to neglect her dutles and ber
doughter's .necds, thus creating a
very daogerous situatlon.

Parents of teenagers need fo be
awake, and up and (unctioning when
thelr children come home. If & teen-
ager only reports in to an alarm
clock, she (or he) can be upset, intox-
icated or Injured, and the parent will
not even be aware of the problem.
Some very. lmportant parenting oc-
curs late at night, and no one ever
said the job would kave 9-5 bours.

I can understand the parent’s need
for sleep — perhops she should con-
sider that 1 a.m. is really too late for

a 16-year-old also. I hope you'll re-
consider- and tell ber lo keep the
midnight curfew and for her hus-
band {If ke lives at home) to take
turns staying up oo weckend nights
to meet thelr daughter.,

1 would also encourage ker toseta
much carlier weekday curfew. 16-
year-olils who lnsist on keeplng Jate
bours may atready by invelved in un-
deslrable behaviors,

-Please carcfully conslder the im-
pact of your answers to guestions of
this oature. As @ parecl, a teacher
acd a Talking With Your Kids-About
Alcohol instructor, I am perkaps
more conscrvative than you are, but
I may also.be more aware of poten-
tlal problems.

Slucerely,
p,

Dear Pat,

‘Thank you for your Inlcrcsling and
Informative letter. May 1 tell you
that | am constantly worried about
the impact of my answers to any of
the letters that I receive,

1 am quite aware that 1 will nat be
right all the time and that some-
times 1 will miss the mark by a wide
margin. That is why I am so appreci-
ative of letters {rom people like you
who fill in parts of the answer that
have been left out:

1 wish tbat everythlng were so
simple and that there was only one
side o a problem. The reason that it
is so complicated is that we tatk as it
all children are alike and all parents
are alike, |

‘There are some children who ma-

ture carlier than others. They are re- *

tiable and trustworthy. Parents of
children like this have the opportuni.
ty of having an adult type relation-
ship with them. Children of this type
show and tell how important It was
to their maturation to have thelr
parents treat them with respect and
dignlty.

Other children may not even de-
velop up to their age group and need
to be handled with greater firmness
and controls. This takes an indlvidu-
al approach to the child that Is more
difficult to do than having the same
approach to all children.

Dear Cary,
This is an acknowtedgment of the

Barbara

reciept of your letter, as you desired..
You cannot Imagine how much plea-
sure I recelve whenever a letter In-
forms me that the writer is an avid
reader of my column. It makes the
wark rewarding,

I am also happy that you were
able (o conflde In someone for the
first time. Should you need to ex-
nrcss your feelings to someone
agaln, feel free to"write another In-
formative letter.

Barbara

If you have a question or a
conument for Barbara Schiff, a
trained therapist gnd. experi-
enced counselor, send it 1o Street

Seunse at 36251 Schoulcrnﬂ Livo--

nia 48150,

GRADING THE MOVIES

VIDEO VIEWING

Continued from Page 2
City stars Mia Farrow as a privi-
. leged but troubled lady.
"Awakcnlngs" [2:8 I’G 13, 121 min-

Robm Williams and Robert De-
Niro as doctor and catatonic patlent
call to mind toe many other films.
The doctor’s special care and sensi-
tivity lead ‘10 temporary recovery
but film lacks spark expected from
these talented actors.

“Cadence™ (C+, PG-13, 95 min-

utes).

Unrealistic, cliched story about
unruly solider (Charlic Sheen) in
stockade.

“Dances With Wolves” (A, PG-13,
180 minutes).

Kevin Costaer's magnificeat ode
to brotherhood and brutality on
America’s western {rontier during
and after the Civil War.

“Edward Selssorhands™ (C. PG-13,
160 minutes).

Unusual young man with sclssors

instead of hands shakes up the sub-
urbs after moving In with the Aven
lady and her family.

“Ghost" {A, PG-13, 105 minutes).

Banker's ghost (Patrick. Swayze)
hangs around after life to protect
loved one (Demi Moore). Spirltualist
{Whoopi Goldberg) helps him and
this romantic/comedy/thriller.

“GoodFellas” (B+. R, 145 min-
utes).

Martin Scorsese’s Inlnnsc, compel-
ling saga of three mobsters returns
after recciving slx Oscar nemina-
tions. Despite good ‘acting and flne
technical values, the film is to be
condemned for glorifying vicious
and violent gangsters,

"The Godfather, Part IIl" (C+, R,
161 minutes).

Disappointing rcpcal of formula

established in Parts T and II albeit .

slick production Is worth watching.
“Green Card" (C. PG-13).
Marriage of convenlence is clum-

sy comedy but quite naturally

ALTERNATIVE MOVIE

Gerard Depardicu and Andie Mac-
Dowell fall in love.

“The Grifters” (A, R, 110 min-
utes).

Anjellea Huston, John Cusack apd
‘Annette Benlng are excellent as
three con artists from America's
seamy underbelly.

“NHamlet” (A, PG, 133 minutes).

Excellent adaptation of Shake-
speare's classle with Mel Gibson in
title role.

“Home Alone” {B-, I’G, 100 min-
utes),

Engaging comedy about young
boy (Macautay Culkin) lcft at home

- by accident.

“Kindergarten Cop™ (B-,
_105 minutes).

Schwarzenegger is macho and the
kids are cute but the plat isn't. .

“Kiog Ralph” (B, PG-13, 95 min-
utes) :

Vegas lounge pianist (John Good-
man) Is in line for’ British throne in
delightful comedy. -

PG-13,

“L. A. Stary” (B-. PG-13, 95 min-
utes).

Steve Martin’s tove-life Is eclipsed
by unigue view of Los Angeles.

“Llonbeart)’ (*, R). . .
"= Jean-Claude VanDammes eighth
martial arts film

“Look Who's Tnlklng Too” (F, PG-
13, 75 minuies}.

Slupld sequel has little to offer.

*“Mermaids” (A-, PG-13, 110 min-
utes).

Fine romantic comedy features
Cher as an unusual matriarch. Wino-
na Ryder is excellent as her teenuge

daughter.

“Misery” (C-+, R, 100 minutes).

Story of writer and obsessed fan
wafiles back and forth from psy-
chotic thrifler 1o slasher epic.

“Mr. and Mrs. Bridge” (A-, PG-13,
127 minutes).

Finely textured portrait of the
Bridges (Paut Newman and Joanne
Waoodward) as their marriage
evolves during the *30s and "40s.

Continued from Page 2

He has a strange puppet conduc-
tor, various wind-up toys, an cle-
.phant tusk, even a jar containing a
pair of hands — what remains of a
long-lost friend. You can practically
smell his cabins, which are constant-
1y swarming with cats and ngwbarn

kittens.

Same of the ninc minutes of re-
stored footage contaln Simon's best
bits, including a bizarre scene where
e strips to the waist to reveal a tor-
so covered with crudely drawn tat-
toos. Then he sticks a cigaretie In his
navel and starts playing the accor-

SCREEN SCENE

dion

In one of-the film’'s many cinemnat-
ic. tricks, -Pere Jules demonstrates
same Greek wrestling moves for the
young couple. The camera double
exposes two images which actually
show him wrestling himself on deck.

And in another testored shot, lln.-

young groem (Jean Daste), half:
2y after bis wife runs off {o Par
seen licking a huge cake of ice, This
segues inte an evocative bit where
the lovers loss and turn in their indi-

vidual beds, miles away from each

other,

Continued Irom Paga 2

powerful drama from Vittoio De
Sica,. shot on the depressed post-
World War I streets of Italy.  ~

LIVONIA MALL, Seven Mile and

Middicbelt roads, Livonla, Call 476
1166 for information. {free)
“Rhapsody" (USA 1954), 10
a.m. Feb, 26. A love trlangle forms
‘between Elizabeth Taylor and a patr
of classical musicians in this so-so

Lucas

\ STREET SEEN
Denise Susan

and entreprencurs

Ert L'l.:“.

Our intrepid Street Scene reporter is alivays looking for the
“unusual and welcomes comments and suggestions from readers
nd those to this column. in care of this
newspaper, 36251 Schooleraft, Livonia 48156, or call 591-2300,

Luck of the woo?

Want to Insure your good luck for the year?

The woo, tn 12-inch or 24-inch sizes, is guaranteed 1o be your favor-
ite good luck charm. Handcrafted in Oregon of all natural materi;
the prices for the dells range from $30 to $110, depending on orna-
mentation and size. From Ariana Gallery of Contemporary arts and
crafts, 386 E. Maple Road, Birmingham. Call 647-6405.

Playingitsafe

Safe sex [s now as casy as put-
ting on your socks. The Midwest
AIDS Prevention Project is offer-
ing SAFE SOX, socks with a pocket
that contains a condom in the pock-
et. The socks were developed by
The Decker Group Inc. of West
Bloomficld. The white, black or
white with pink trim socks come in
an Orlon/nylon or cotton/nylon
blend erew style in sizes 7-11 and
10-15 and cost $6 per pair. They
can be ordered by calling 1-800- -
MAPP-S0X, by fax at 548-4652 or
by writing to MAPP/SAFE SOX, 4
660 Livernois, Ferndale 48220,

soaper, concluding @ montt-long
tribute to Taylor.

MAPLE. THEATRE, 4135 W,
Maple, Birmingham. Call 835-9090
for information. {$6, $3.50 twilight)

“"Mr. and Mrs. Bridge” (USA —
1990) Paul Newman and Joanne
Woodward team up once ag:
this new film directed by James Ivo.
ry and produced by Ishmail Mer-
chant

“Vincent and Theo™ (USA — 1991),

call for show times. Robert Altman
directed this rehash of the life of
Vincent Van Gogh and his supportive

brother Theo, While it often provides .

some new insights, it's more often
long. pretentlous and far_from a
masl I’[)I(‘((‘

\H(‘III(;AN THEATH 16301 E.
Ann Arbor. Call 669-B397
ion. {$4.50, $3.50 slu-
and senior citizens)
und of Music™ (USA — 1965),
7:40 p.m. Feb, 27-28.
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Continued from Page 2 ’

movie meanders around in a struc-
wirally confusing pattern and Segal's
character is never wnllcxylalncd or
justified.

Devotees of this genre wlll be dls-
appointed despite the attractive lo-
cation photography in England, Aus-
tria and Finland. Even Finney’s ex-
cellent acting and good support from
Segal and the entire cast don't save
this one from the scrap heap of
Glasnost,

Another Prism release that day is
on the subjeet of inter-racial mar-
riage. “A Fight for Jeony” (1986,
color, not rated, 95 minutes), Is slow,
predictable and better svited for the
daytime soaps,

Kelsey (Leslie Ann Warren) is dl
vorced and lives with her seven-
year-old daughter, Jenny: in an
apartment complex where a co-
worker, ‘David (Philip Michael
Thomuas), also lives, Kelsey is scat-
tered but cute and David is black.

Kesley's hushand, Ben, is not .a

nice person and not at all under-
standing as the Kelsey-David rela-
tionshlp flowers. Ben files suit for
child custody in a case which reach-
es the Supreme Court.

hatever the court's resolution of
the case may be, A Fight for Jen-
ny™ is not at all satisfying and leaves
viewers out on a limb at the end.

ALTHOUGH [T'S another fairly
major videopic production, it lacks a
sufficiently well-develoj sereen-
play ta exploit properly the potential
inherent in the basie sltuation.

For a relatively mindless music--

video with dialogue, try “The Game
of Love® (1990, color, PG, 94 min-
utes). Imagine an unreaistic; adoles-
cent, yupple dream world, viewed
through the clouded lens of dime
store psychiatry, and you've got a
clear picture of this {ilm which fails
in its advertised attempt to be
upbeat and hip.

IU's just there as b'xckgraund sight
and'sound.
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