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The Hills of Lone Pine — in addition to estates homes — fea-
tures several contemporary style cluster homes like this one by

Bloomfield Hills architecl Robert Swanson.

Home fronts are de-

signed to be inconspicuous,
ral vistas;

Family ties

* % 1F

but the rear views have open. naty-

Homestead makes way for upscale development .

8y Gerald Frawloy Some, Vanderkloot said, were
statf wrltor tr during construction,
but many are stilt orlginal plantings.

Developers are often accused of “There weren't any pine trees

raping the land because they pur-
chase large fracts of natural, un-
spoiled tand, cut down trees, fill in
wetlands. lay down conerete, bury
pipes, hung wires and slap up houses.
. Developers say abuses are thi
of the past, but even the most envi

T s loper
would have to admit their ties to the
land are tenuous.

Not James Vanderkloot, vice pres-
ident and general manager of Texel
Land Ca. He's develuping right in hi
former backyard — lLiterally.

-Vanderkloot, along with ther,
Robert,” and mother, Tultie, are
transforming the former 150-acre
Vanderkloot family farm into the
Hills of Lone Pine. .

James’ brother William and sister
Karen DiChicra, although not offi-
cers of Texel Land Co. are alsa
closuly involved 1o the development
of the Jormer family farm, Jumwes
Vanderkloat saic

“We knew a time would come
when (he Yand vould be developed,”
Vanderkioot said of the substantial
tract of prime teal estate in Bloom-
ficld Township at Lone Dine and
Telegraph roads,

“There was i hierce instinet (n the
family 1o see this done a certain
way.”

THE VANDBERKLOOT famly has
~a vested Inlereit in how the develop-
ment works o1t -- and not only be-
“rause they hae lived there far near-
Jly four decads. Robert and Tuttie
Vanderkloot il live in the home
they built in 154

1T 150 aces of rolling, wooded
hills and a peh Oukland County ad-
dress isn't erough to make the av
age develope salivate, then throw-
ing in a privite lake completely sur-
rounded by ue property would..

Mast devlopers are concerned
about preseving the land, but few
haye the diect ties the Vanderkloot
family had  the property. All of the
now maturs pine trees that dot the
Iandscape sere planted by the faml-
1y long telee the development

Today’s shakes, shingles have

(AP} - rom the salthoxes that
dol the Netheastera shoreline es-
prosally b Cape Cod  to Califar-
ni's orage Victorsans, wood shakes
and shinfes are part of Americea's
past

Whethe the traditiona)  squate
bult or te multipatierned fancy-cut
variely. £'s hard to beat the beanty
of this ndural, textured siding.

Histocally, shakes and shingles
were mde from many types ol
wood, trluding cedar, redwood, oak,

here when my family bought the
property in 1952."

Prior to 1952, the land was owned
by James Vernor Sr., founder af the
Detroit soft drink company. The
original Vernor farmhouse is slated
for renovation this summer.

Vanderkloot said hus famlly had no
previous experience in development
- they were formerly In industrial
real estale and printing — so they
toyed” with the idea of selling the
property or working out an arrange-
ment with a developer.

“The more we considered the idea
the more we leaned toward develop-
ing it aurselves.™ B

IF THE PROPERTY was going 10
be developed, sa de it, but it was-
poing to be developed by somcone
who kacw and cared for it, Vanderk-
loot sant. “Before all this started, we
knew we wanled to create a theme
0 which the Lind would dominate

" the hotaes

Aller beginning  construction in
1984, the Hills of Lone Pine is two-
thirds complete Vanderkloat e
mated it will be another two y
betore the fina) third 15 finished

When finshed. the Hills of Lone
Pine will inclede 57 estate homes
and 74 single residence. detached
cluster homes. Only  four  estate
hitmes sites and 35 closter home
sites rematn .

Developing property particu-
larly for a first timer s not an
sk And thal task is made no
casier then when the g e fofty
unes .

When the last home s built and
the Last famly has moved w, Van-
derhioot sand he would hke the Hills
of Lone I'ne to stand as a bench-
mark {or the industry .

“Uwant people ta lovk at 1t and
sy, This 18 how (s supposed to be
done " .

Not being a develgper, Vanderk-
luot said s ehiel souree of informa-
ton were those peogle he wanted o
sell to

“1tned to find onl what people

ws, pine sprice and Gr Al
b they are sull inade from a
variely of species - particularly on
somte of the more sophisticated ar-
chatectural restoration Jobs - cedar
15 the most comman wid used for
touday’s shakes and shingles

What's the difference hetween a
shingle and a shake? Shingles are
machine-sawn inte smooth, tapered
boards that range in size from about
3 or 4 inches wide to more than 16
nches wide. Shakes, an the other

wanted; rather than give them what
1 thought they wanted.”

WITil CLUSTER homes ranging
from $650,000 to $1.2 milllon and cs-
tate homes costing as much as $2.25

million, he knew he was going to be -

working with a discriminating clicn-
tele, Vanderkloot satd.

Vanderkloot admits he made some
mistakes along the way, but his anxi-
ety and conservatism  probably
helped the development.

“In the long run, 1 probably saved
money by doing things the hard
wag.” he continued. When excavat-
ing ponds, for example, he put the
s and the trucks in the pond
dug aut the dirt, and then
drove out.

A far quicker way, he said, would
have been to take out some of the
trees and have several crews exca-
vating frum the sides of the ponds,

“But then [ would bave had to re-
e those older trees — that would
cost a lot and hurt the site.

The Hills of Lone I'ine dmil-
tedly, an exclusive  development,

P
b

“Vanderklool concedes, but his intent

was nol Lo appeal to Lhe pretentious
“What mukes it exclusive is what
makes 1t harmoniags — its charm is
n its understatement.

WHEN HE AND his family set out
to develop the property, Vanderkloot
satd he was worried homes might
overpower the site.

“I wanled a subtle, unobtrusive
fevelopment.

But unoblrusive does not mean
boring. Vanderklool said. Every of-
fort designed to take the home
Iront inconspicuous is matched by an
equal effort lo make the home rear
spectacular

Just because his, famuly is con-
cerned with preserving the land o

- has owned for nearly 40 years in as

close Lo a pristine state as passible,
does nol mean the land couldn't be
spraved, Vanderkloot said.

Texel Land Co. nearly doubled the
size of Minnow Lake and formed an
island in its middle, built two areas
of ponds, turned two clearings into
parks, created a brook, preserved a
large on sie wetland and created a

hand. are hand-spht with a steel
bladed {roe, then sawn in half. This
gives themn their rough surface and
fat, smooth back

The traditional way to install
shikes and shingles is called single
coursing. ch piece of siding is at-
tached so that it covers about halt of
the one below it. Only two nails are
used to secure cach shake or shingle
and are spaced so that the following
course covers them. This is the com-
mon way homes were shingled on

y

nature arca (although he did add scv-
eral acrators in the area to prevent s
stagnation).

But his piece de reslstance, Van-
derkioot sald, is his waterfalls. And
all It took was several tons of gran-
ite slabs, two ponds, a pump house,
and more engineering than he cares
10 go into, he said. But no inatter
how much a developer wishes to re-
tain natural character, the whole de-
velopment could be ruined by an odd
assortment of homes.,

“WE DECIDED all the humes
should be o contempatary design
with  simple, ¢lean lines  that
wouldn't compele with  the (sure
roundings),” he said. 1 think con-
temporary is also a bit more time-
less.™

The only option, Vanderkloot said.
was to unpose greater architectural
controls — a practice becoming -
creasingly common in high-end de-
velopments

All Hills of Lone ine cluster
homes are designed by three archi-
tects Rubert Saarinen Swanson and
Jack Hrowa, both of Bloomheld
EDIls, and Date Ferriby of Farmng-
ton Hills Estate owners have more
flexibility, bul dessgns must be ap-
proved by an arclitectural commit-
tee made up of Texel Land Co prin-
cipals, the architeets and a consult.
ant from the Ann Arbor-based firm
Johnson, Johnsan and Roy >

Vanderkinot sand he 18 not trying
to be dictatonial, but the more con-
trol, the more consistent the devel
opment “Plans can be modified - 1
don’t think anyone (in the develop.
nenth has used the exact designs we
provide.

“Architectural  controls
comung motre common because (he
public demands 1t he sald “Teople
want to feet comfortable about the
development, they wani to Anow that
if they miove i today, they know
whal's going next door.

Because of this, the Hills of Lone
Pine 15 avt for everyone, he andmils,
“I had ene guy wha wantit to put a
French Provineial estate I ean't
tell you how hard 1t 1s 1o turn down
someone whao wants to give yoo $2
rmullion ™

hiétory :

the Fast Coast

are be.

SIDING WITH double courses s
the way to achieve decper shadow
nes and wide weathet exposure
from 12 nches to 16 inches, depend-
g on the shingle size you use 1t can
also be more ecopomical, since a
lesser-grade product is used for the
undercouraing that s fastened with
oae pall at the top of gach shake or
shingle

EODdO liable for
auto accident?

 was lavolved in an
accident while driving inta my con-
dominlum project while on a chty
road. I bave a broken arm and per-
magent scars oo my face. Am |
precluded by bo-fault fosarance
laws from pursulog the person wha
causcd the accident? And do 1 kave
a0y clalm agalust the condomini-
um associatlon? My view of the In- *
tersection was blocked by some:
trees thnt were planted by the de-
veloper of the project.

it appears that you may have
a serious disf
that would take you out from under
the limitations of the no-fault stat-
ute and allow you to sue the person
who caused the damage to you in
the

liminary

condo
queries

Robert M.

Meisner

the board. This ercates, if not the
actual, an appacent confiict of in-
terest. You are best advised to ter.
minate and pay the employee his
back overtime as soan as possibic.

Qur developer bad us sign a pre-
reservatlon  agreement
for the purchase of a conduminlum
and told us we bad 10 days from
the time be notifled us to sigo a

g they
were at fault in regard to the accl- "
dent. You would nat be limited to
cconomic Josses under no {ault but
could sue for pain and suffcring
and the 1raditional other types of
damages normally found in tort
cases,

You may also have a elaim
‘against the condominium associn-
tion because it maintained an argy.
able safety hazard, #f you can-es-
tablish 1t by an aceident’ recon-
struction expert.'But it appears
that the road on which you were
traversing was a public dedicated
road for which the condominium
does not have any direct responsi-
bility.

Your personal lnjury attorney
will be in a position to determine
whether the condominium associa-
tion-has any responsibility regard-
ing the trees, against the city or
county thit malntawns the road or
the other driver.

There also may be other poten-
tlal defendants cancerning this per-
sonal injury, Including the person
who planted the bushes. You also
should be obtalnlng flrst-party no
fault bencfits for medical bills and
property damage from your own
insurance caerier.

1 bave an employee of the assoch-
ation who Is belog paid straight
time for overttme because he lives
In the cundominlum project and Is
the son af onc of the directors. As o
member of the board, ! am con-
ceroed about this procedure and
wonder what comments you bhave
In regard to it.

You have expressed concern res
garding a state of facls, which eres
ates at least two lcgal questions
First, s the employee being paid in
violation of the wage and hour laws
by" receiving straight time  for
hours worked bevond 40 hours per
week? Chanees are the employee is
entitled to time and a half” That
should be confirmed i s00n as pos-
sble wath the appropriate adjust.
rients betng made

The other aspect 1s the hiring of
someone who s related to o board
member This s a bad sdes
nummber of respects First, it s @
bad sdea for an association to hire
who live 1n the camplex
ance and other service.
related tasks excepl an the context
of a resident manager Second, 1t
beeomes even more potentially a
confhel of interest when the person
Bired s alwo atfiliated with a mem-
ber of the Lamily of @ member of

P agreement. We gave him
a deposit when we signed the pre-
liminary reservation “agreemeat,
and be also gave us a set of the
condominium documents — mas-
ter deed, disclosure statement, con-
domlnium buyer’s handbook and
the artleles of lucorporntlon.

We then went In approximately
15 days Iater and signed & purchase
agreement. It sald we should bave
ninc busloess days (o review the
condomlnlum documents from the
time we reccived it. After signing
the purchase agreement, we decld-
ed we dld not waot to ga abend
wlth the purchase, but the develop-
¢er balked at giving us our money
hack.

Qur decislon nut to go abead was
wlthla nlae business days from the
time we sigoed the purchase agree-
ment, but the developer took the
position that we had recelved the
condominium documents at least
20 days prior and that therefore we
bad a binding purchase agreement.
What can we do? .

Your developer Is ot In compll-
ance with the ‘condomlnjum act.
Onc of the condominium docu-
ments that you are entitled to re«
view over a period of nine husiness
days is the purchase agreement.
Accordingly, it Is my view that the
developer had no right 1o withhold
your escrow funds from being re-
funded, and you should immediate-
Iy pursue the developer by notify-
ing the escrow agent holding the
funds of your demand for a reim.
bursement

It may be necessary for you to
obtain an attorney to enhighten the
developer as to his responsitulities
Apparently, this is a common prae-
tice thal is occurring among somdé
developers who are nat only violat-
ing the express terms of the statute
but certanly the spirtt of the wtent
of the legislature in regard 10 giv-
1m2 purchasers a reasonable oppor-
unity to review the condominium
documents once they enter into a
purchuse agrevment

Rotert M Mensner s a0 Bir-
manghan attormey speaialismg
ral estate
ard corparate arein.
rited o submnt topacs abowt con-
domannomns that gou would ke
fosee discussed i this column
b g Robert M Meisuer at
30200 Telegraph Rood, Suite 467,
Bertranphan 45010 This column
provides yeneral pformistion
anad should noi e construed as
ey opanaon
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