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Prep Cagers Open State Tourney Action Monday

By GEORGE MASKIN
Observer Sports Editor

Hello, March Madness.
- It's state tournament time
again, starting Monday, for
Michigan's more than 750
senior high schools.
Everything begins in 131
districts, 11 of which will

involve Observerland teams,
as the quest starts for the
four titles ~ Classes A, B, C
and D ~ to be decided on
March 27 at Crisler Arena on
the University of Michigan
campus.

A year ago, Garden City
West was the big noise of
Observerland as led by Rick
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Drewitz, the all-state center
now at Kentucky University.
West roared to district and
regional titles and finally lost
in the state Class A semifi-
nals at East Lansing.
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IT'S ANOTHER season and
West 'again could be a factor
on the heels of repeating as
the Tri Rivers League cham-
pion.

But the major area Class A
threat would appear to be
Southfield High's Blue Jack-
ets which streaked to 15
straight wins before being
upset by Hazel Park a week

ago.
Southfield has been ranked
as high as No. 3 in the var-

Bentley

It was tabbed as a forerun-

ioas Class A ratings and with
the home court advantage in
the districts is regarded as a
sure-fire winner in the first
phase of the tonrnament.

In addition to Southfield
and Garden City West, there
are other Observerland pow-
ers to watch in the districts.

There’s Birmingham
Groves, playing at Birming-
ham Seaholm. Groves has
repeated as the Northwest
Suburban League champ and
led by Scott Love and Tom
Rex should make a strong bid
for honors.

Nor can Livonia Bentley, a
four-time previous district
titlist, be overlooked at Far-
mington. Bentley is fresh

Power

Tips Dearborn

had emerged a 71-61 victor in
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ner of what's to come next the non-league clash. The 10~
year when the Suburban Six point final margin actually
League expands to include didn't do the game justice. It
Dearborn High and Dearborn  was a struggle most the way.
Edsel Ford High. * L

Battling were Bentley, the DEARBORN LED, 21-19,
perennial champ of the Sub- after one quarter and still
urban Six basketball- wars, retained the lead by a 37-36
and Dearborn, a longtime edge after the half.

winner in the disbanding
Sauk Trail League.

Each side tallied 14 points
in the third period...so it was
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When it was over, Bentley still Dearborn on top by a
point entering the final
quarter.

Then Bentley broke loose
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from sweeping to the Subur-
ban Six League title and a)-
ways has been dyndinite in
the state meet under Coach
George Fefles. 3 .

Still another Class A\threat
could be Garden Cify|East,
the co-champ with Inkster, in
the Mid-Wayne League. East,
like Garden City West, is in
the district at Franklin,
which means that both can't
survive the final which
shapes up as a strictly Gar-
den City battle, barring any
upsets.

e

SOUTHFIELD LATHRUP,
an up and down team this
season, has been assigned to
a district at Ferndale while

Bill Spargo showed his old-
time form last weekend when
he paced the Michigan Ma-
jors monthly tournament at
Mayflower Lanes.

A rugged competitor at all
times, he showed the way
with a 3037 to-beat his closest
rival, Fred Vitali, by 87 pins.

Third place went to Ed
Lubanski who fashioned a
2822 to gain a one pin edge on
Art Pearson.

John Glenn hosts its own dis-
trict.

Neither team, however, is
expected to come out on top
when it's all over. The same
goes. for Bishop Borgess
which goes to Detroit Cody.

There are two Observer-
land Class B hopeluls - Clar-
enceville and Farmington
Harrison - bot they're
matched against each other
Tuesday night and with Inks-
ter the heavy favorite at
Northville, there's little
chance Clarenceville or Har-
rison will be around after this
week.

In Class C, the area's
hopes ride with little Coun-
try Day School since St. Aga-

tha or Our Lady of Sorrows
aren’t rated as threats after
off-seasons in Catholic
League play.

Country Day has been
racked No. 3 in the state polls
and with a perfect record and
with a team paced by Mike
Page, an all-stater, should
take district honors at Roch-
ester High.

St. Agatha will play at
Redford St. Mary's while Qur
Lady of Sorrows goes to
Dearborn St. Alphonsus.

At least two new state
champions will be crowned
on March 27.

Saginaw St. Stephan, the
1970 Class C winner, has
moved up to Class B while
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By W.W.

Jack Ryder, of Grand Rap-
ids, had the high single game
with a 266.

N

EDGAR

To take care of the late
entries the deadline has been
extended to March 10, The

team event that opers the
NOW THAT ENTRIES tournament is scheduled at

have closed for the ABC tour-
nament that dpens next week
in Cobo Hall, Tom McKay,
secretary of the Greater
Detroit Bowling Association,
is hopeful of a late rush for
the men’s city champion-
ships.

Jackets Stretch
Win Streak To 15

The big and the
small...they haven't made
much difference to Counf
Day School's basketball team
this winter.

Although Class C for state
competition, Country Day
has been picking on Class A
and B rivals all season and
doing right

Perfect, In fact.

Country Day's Yellow
Jackets made it 15 straight
without a loss in drubbing
Class A Berkley, 64-50, and

moved within one game of its
second all-winning regular
season in five years.

Back in 1965-66, the Jack-
ets posted a 16-0 mark.

Country Day shot ahead,
36-24, &t the half and stayed
in command the rest of the
way as Mike Page drilled in
18 points, Terry Zangkas 17
and Randy Field 15 in sharp-
ening up for the district tour-
nament at' Rochester this

week.
Scott Pyykkonen had 14 for
the losers.

Bentley, Churchill
SharePuck Honors

While Bentley tightened its
hold on first place in the All-
Livonia Hockey League,
Churchill last week started to
make some big noises.

Bentley captured a 3-0

. showdown from Stevenson to

take a three point lead in the
race for the crown over its
victims.

Meantime, Churchill ran its
winning streak to three

straight by downing Aquinas,
30, in a non-leaguer and

edging Franklin, 21, in a«

league game.
Until a week ago Churchill
hadn’t won a game.

AKE FLINTULL, an ex-
change student from Sweden,
blasted in two goals while Tom
Smith had one in Bentley’s
shutout over Stevenson.
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outshot Bentley,
2314, but found goalie Tim
Cook of Bentley simply too
tough to master,

Bentley now has 13 points,
Stevenson 10, Franklin eight
and Churchill five with three
games remalning in Livonia
play for all teams.

Bentley will get a chance to
fatten s bulge Saturday night
when it meets Franklin at the
Ford Arena. The same teams
meet again Wednesday while
Churchill faces Stevenson in
the other half of the Wed-
nesday afternoon twin bill at
Ford Arena. N

Dick Saranen and Rob
Jenkins accounted for the
goals in Churchill's triumph
against Franklin, Brian Said
counted the only Franklin
marker of the evening.

In the Churchill win over
Aquinas, Saranen, Tim
Tignsted and Greg Hirami put
the goal light on while Tom
Hagen kicked out 37 Aquinas
shots in registering a well-
deserved shutout.

Parkside Lanes on April 3.
DR

Dorotby Paluch, a 148 av-
erage bowler, got the biggest
thrill of her bowling career at
Mayflower Lanes when she
registered a middle game of
241 in a 559 series.
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THE CHARMED 700 circle
still seems to be off limits for
Classic bowlers at Westland.

This week top honors went

last year's Class D kingpin,
Flint Holy Redeemer, has
closed its doors.

DETROIT PERSBING will
be out to repeat in Class A
where it's not given much of
a chance against the likes of
Pontiac Central, Fiint North-
em, Detroit Kettering and
Southfield.

In Class B, it’s an old stery
- River Rouge. Rouge, the
greatest winner of all in state
tourneys, again rates No. 1in
“B" and is favored to go all
the way under its great
coach Lofton Greene.

The district winners will
advance to next week's re-
gionals and from there it's on
to the state quarterfinals,
semifinals and the finals.

For the first time this
year, the tournament will be
spread over four weeks.
There'll be a full week be-
tween the semifinals on
March 20 and the finals a
week later.

1t's something new and has
caused a considerable
amount of discussion — pro,
and con. Time, of course, will
provide the answer.

Tourney
Pairings

How Theyll Play in This Week's Dis-
ol A

CLASS A
AT FARMINGTON
MONDAY .. Facmington vs. West
loomfieid. 8 p.m.
WEONEGDAY - Livonis. Stevenson
va. North Farmington. 7 p.m.: Livanis
entiey va. West Bloomfield.F arming:
ton winner, 8:30 p.m.
FRIDAY - Championship game. 8

pum.
AT BIAMINGHAM SEAHOLM
MONDAY - Birmingham Seahotm
vs. Bloom! . 8 p.m.
TUESDAY -- Birmingham Gioves vs.
ke Orion, 8 p.m.
WEDNESDAY .. Bloomfisld Lahser
va. Seaholm-Andaver winr
THURSDAY --

to Jim i who put
together games of 236, 256
and 203 for 695.

Hal Jolley, a veteran cam-
paigner, landed in the rum-
nerup spot with a closing
game of 259 for a 686 and
Harold Fisher was third with

2 255 in 684.

TEEN-AGERS in the
“Merri-Bow! Classic had one
of the highest scoring ses-
sions of the season.

Terry Driscoll was high

with a 234 in 650. Other good w

counts included Don Mueller
with 211 in 598, Jim Dohaney
227 in 592, Randy Smith 226
in 581, Roger Peters 227 in
,576 and Rick Montes 216 in
570.

OLIVONIA LANES has
scheduled its annual “Dad’s™

night — a tribute to the Hoff- *

man family — on March 20.

The elder Hoffman who
pioneered bowling in the city,
is ending 31 years as a pro-
\prietor.

NF Gymnasts
Edge C’ville

North Farmington's gym- ic
o

nasts barely edged Clarence-
ville, 107.4 to 105.7, to chalk
up their ninth league victory
of the season.

Taylor Kennedy is the o

leader in the Southeastern
ichi Interscholasti

.8 p.m.
SATURDAY - Championshlp gams,
8pm.
AT SOUTHFIELD
MONDAY -. Southfeld vs. Dearbomn.
7:30 p.m,

p.m.
TUESDAY -- Thurston vs, Crest.
w00d, 7:30 p.m.
WEDNESDAY -~ Fordson va. South.
frald-Dearborn winner. 7:30 p.m.
THURSDAY -- Rudford Union va
urston- winner, 7:30
SATUROAY . Championship gama.
Tpm.

AT FRANKLIN
MONDAY . Garden City Wast va.
Cheery Hill 7 p.m.: Livonia Frankiin va.

Phymouth, 8:30 p.
WEDNESDAY -. Churchill vs. GC
.7 p.m.

Y . Garden Chy Exst v
Plymouth-Frankin, 7 p.m
SATURDAY - Championship game

7pm.
AT JOHN GLENN
Mondey -- John Gheon vs. Wayne, 8

pm.
WEDNESDAY - Romulss vs. Tavior
Center. 7 p.m.; Taylor Kennudy vs.
n-Wayne
FRIDAY .. Championship game, 8

2

AT FERNDALE
Mondsy -- Oak Parkvs. Madison
ymphers, 7:30 p.m.

TUESOAY - Ferndate va. Berkley., 7:

381

p.m.
WEDNESDAY -- Harsl Park vs. Osk

ackiey winner, 7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY -~ Championship game.
7:30 p.m.

AT DETROIT CODY

AY .- Deroit Radford vs.

MOND.

hop Borgess ve.
pm.
-~ Detroit Cooley vi.
4pm.
FAIDAY .. Champlonship geme, &
pam.
CLASS B
AT NORTHVILLE
MONDAY - Northvitle va. Inkster. 7

TUESDAY - Ciarenceville va. Far-
‘miogion Harmison, 7 p.m.

Gymnastic Assn., North is
second with a 9-2 mark and
Clarenceville third with a 74
record.

Rob Struk, of Clarence-
ville, was the only dual win-
ner. He won the tumbling and
floor exercise events.

Other winners were: Dick
Healy (NF), high bar; Dan
Fzulson (C) trampoline; Jack
Waterstone (C) parallel bars;
Rupert Hansen (NF), side
horse, and Joe Neuenswander
(NF) still rings.

The SMIGA league meet
was set for March 5 and 6,
but Dennis Fitzgerald, North
coach, -announced it has been
moved back to 7 p.m. on
March 8 and 9 at North Far-
mington.

The state gymnastics meet
will begin at noon on March
13 at Taylor Kennedy.

-+ Dearbom Riverside
2. Northville-Inkster winne, 7 p.m.
FRIDAY -- Championship game.
cLAss C
AT DEARBOAN ST. ALPHONSUS
MONDAY .. 8t. sus vs. Dear-

eart, 7:30 p.m.
TUESDAY .- Wayne St. Mary vs.
:30 p.m.

WEDNEBDAY .. Mt Carmel vs. 8t
Alphonsus-Sacred Heart winner, 7:30

m.
THURSDAY -. Our Lady of Somows
va. Wayne St Mary-Novi winner, 7:30
pm.
ATURDAY -~ Champlonship gems,

».
AT ROCHESTER
TUESDAY - Goodrich va.
St James. 7:30 p.m.
WEONESDAY - Detroit Countey
Day School vs. Ortonvike, 7:30 p.m.
THURSDAY -- Orch,

Ferndale.

$
Mary vs. Goodrich-8t.

m.
BATURDAY . Champlonship game.
730p.m.
AT REDFORD ST. MARY'S
TUESDAY -- 8t. Hodwig vs. St Fran.
cit de Sales, 7:30 p.m.
THURSDAY - St. Ageths va. 8t
. 7 p.m.; St Andeow va. 8L Hed.
wig-8t Francis de Safes winner, 8:30

pm.
SATURDAY - Chemphoship game,
7pm.

LovelLeads Groves
Past Lahser Five

How nice it is to have a
player around like §'6" Scott
Love.

Love, one of the state's
finest basketball players,
paced a late comeback that
enabled Birmingham Groves
to down Bloomfield Hills
Lahser, 87-81.

Until midway in the fourth
period, it appeared that
Groves was in trouble, trail-

7267, :
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Then Groves went to work
and with Love leading the
way, tied the game at 79-79,
with 70 seconds remaining.

PR

MOMENTS LATER it was
Love again and Groves led,
81-79. Then he fired in two
more baskets and Tom Rex
hit for a pair of free throws
and the issue was settled.

nally accounted

e
for 15 of his 24 points in the

’

fioal period 2s Groves out-
scored Labser, 27-19,

All of the game's 10 start-
ers tallied in double figures
as Rex and Mike Pagano had
14 each, Heynie 12 and Dallas
Haun 10 for the winners.

John Cvengros tossed in 24
for the losers.

Both teams blazed from
the field. Groves clicked on
36 out of 66 shots for 54 per
cent. Lahser made 35 out of
68 for 51/per cent.



