Waeekend of February 27-28,

1871

Observer Newspapers, Inc.

“Israel. Wants Peace,’ Local
Visitor to Mid-East Reports

~“The people of Israel cer-
tainly seem to want peace. so
I'm inclined to think some
sort of accommodation will
come out of the Mid-East
erisis.”

The words are those of a
Garden City educator and
Jewish lay leader who re-
cently made his first visit to
Israel.

I went as a skeptic. be-
cause I think American Jews
tend to romanticize Israel,”
said Neal Freeling. currently
president of Temple Beth Am
in Livonia.

“But the people won me
over. Their hospitality is
overwhelming in a beautiful
sense. These people have
such pride in their land and
they want you to share with
them in the good life they
have achieved.™

Freeling said the Israelis
he met also aré extremely
proud of their military victo-
ries. but sad over the contin-
uation of hostilities.

“They've overcome many
obstacles and are very re-
sourceful.”” he added. “and [
had the feeling that they wish
they could share their good
life even with the Israeli
Arabs.”

Folk Muswal

The Emmanuel New Song
Harmonaires will present a
musical program in the Cal-
vary Missionary Churcn
29850 Six Mile, Livonis, Sun-
day, Feb. 28, at 7 p.m.

Thete is no admission
charge for the lively variety
program, which will feature
the contemporary folk musi-
cal “Tell It Like It Is.”

The Harmonaires consist

NEAL FREELING “saw™ the ‘"
iIsrael in a way far different i
Krom that of most visitors.
He has been blind since birth.

His visit came during the'
Christmas vacation of the
Penrickton Center for Blind
Children, where he has been
on the staff since 1964 as
psychologist and assistant
director.

“‘My father, who is retired,
had visited Israel last year,”"
Freeling said, “‘and he was so
emhnsnasnc 1 decided to go.
iginally. I signed up for
a lnur for the blind and par-
tially-sighted. but after that
fell through my father and I
decided to go mgether during
my vacauon time.”

ommunal form of liv-
8. Freeling said. i
“Everybody shares and
receives according to his
need. It's pretty much a pure
democracy, except that some
matters have to be relegated
to a committee.

"'The system seems to
work, but_you have to be :5
certain sort of person to fin
life on a kibbutz satisfying.
Not everyone would be
suited to such a life, and
think the qualities you n
are idealism, intelligence a
tolerancé. You must live on
the kibbutz for a year before
you “are vuled in as a full
membe

5

AS AN EDUCATOR, Freel-
ing was especially interested
in the treatment accorded
children on the kibbutz.

“'They are cherished-the
most priceless part of the
group.™ he said.

“Nurses and teachers take
care of them in the com-
munal house and they see
their parents in the evenings.

“The general attitude is
permissiveness, in the sense
that the aduits allow the
children as much freedom as
possible in learning and grow-
ing, rather than setting up
many restrictions. I never
heard an adult raise his voice
to 2 child.

" FREELING SAID he felt
most fortunate that he could
+ visit Israel both as a tourist,
hitting the cities and historic
high spots. and also was able
to be the guest on a kibbutz.

My father had discovered
a long-lost relative when he
first visited,” Freeling ex-
plained. ““and she and her
husband invited us to stay
with them for part of our
visit.”

Life on the klbbulz follows

To Be Heard

of 36 young people who come
from Emmanuel Bible Col-
lege, Kitchener, Ont. They
represent several denomina-
tions from Canadaland the U.S.

‘The college is sponsored by"
the Missionary Church of
Ontario and offers the degree
of bachelor of theology, as
well as diploma courses in
missions and Christian educa-
tion.

“Does it work? Well, it
certainly didn’t seem to hurt
the children I saw. The worth
of any child-rearing system
is shown in the feeling to-
ward them, and the feeling
here was obviously great
tenderness. And it should be
noted that the rate of crime
and delinquency in Israel is
very low.”

with enthusiasm,”

they play hard too.™

Freeling, a native of New

NEAL FREELING
{Observer photo

FREELING SAID he en-
joyed'participating in a cou-
ple of kibbutz celebrations,
including a wedding feast.

*‘They really celebrate
he said.
“‘The Israelis work hard, but

by Leonard Poger)

York, has attended Temple
Beth Am since June of 1969,
T tried several Detroit con-
gregations,” he said, “and
was delighted to find one that
didn’t require so much travel
time.” He was elected- presi-

year.
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Many people have reacted
and rebelled against institu-
tions in our society in recent
years. Some have deserted
the ratrace of business for
the quiet life in a small
community working for a
fraction of the salary they
received before.

Colleges and universities
have bean under fire from
students for not being suffi-
ciently relevant to the needs
of society. Sometimes this
opposition has taken the ugly
form of bomb and degtruc-
tion.

People have protested
against government policies
such as the undeclared war in
Vietnam that goes on and on.
In recent years many have
dropped out of the church and

- synagogue declaring that

they no longer minister to
the deep needs of their na-
tures.

ONE OF THE 20th centu-
ry's most profound thinkers
and theologians died in Israel
recently. A Jewish theolo-
gian, he studied not only the®
Old Testament but the New
Testament as well; not only
the traditions of Judaism but
the world's religions also.

He stressed that the heart
of reality, that which makes
mar a complete person, is-
sues only from the I-Thou
enconnter, the meeting of the
total self with the living God.

Abraham me God in Ur of

Chaldees and. by faith
meyed to the land God
prdmised him and his poster-
ity| Moses met God in the
burning bush in the wilder-
neSs west of Mount Sinai.

|
g

Ezekiel met God on the banks
of the river Chebar in Baby-
lonia. Isaiah met God in the
temple at Jerusalem, con-
fessed his sin and that of his
people, was purified by the
el with the hot coal from
off the altar, and went out to
witness for God to Israel. We
meet God in Jesus Christ,
who brings Deity and human-
ity together.
© e e
MARTIN BUBER, the
German and then Israeli the-
ologian, contrasted the I-
Thou relationship which pro-
ceeds from an encounter, and
the LIIT relationship. Man
can reduce everyone and
everything to It, by using
people and things instead of
meeting them where they
are, and meeting God and
letting that transforming
encounter change all of life.
Prof. Buber pointed out the
danger of forms and institu-
tions strangling reality, the I-
Thou encounter and relation-
ship. ¢
“Form is a mixture of
Thou and It. In belief and in 2
cult form it can harden into
an object; but, in virtue of
the essential quality of rela-
tion that Hves on in it, it con-
tinoally becomes present
again. God Is near His forms
s0 long as man does not re-
move them from Him. In
true prayer belief and cult
are united and purified to
enter into the living relat-
ion."” {Martin Buber, “I and
Thou,"” Scribner’s 1958).
Religions only live as long
as true prayer lives. God
abandons the gehgmn that
petrifies and objectifies and
loses the presence and power
of true prayer. Prayer can
only take place when God
and man meet and. man
yields his nothing-perfect to
God's All-Complete. God and
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man meet in Jesus Christ
who meets us as persons and
makes us whole persons.
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WHEN PEOPLE become

-occupied with the church as

an object, end and goal in
itself instead of vehicle by
which man can meet, know,

‘love, serve, and pray to the
living God, then the church

dies as an effective force in
life.

Buber says, “Gog,knows n
no more, and the universal
dwelling-place that is built
about its altar, the spirituatly
apprehended cosmos, tum-
bles in."” Man does not see
what is taking place and that
only proves what has taken
place. As Buber said, *Disin-
tegration of the Word has
taken place.”

The very fact that .so
many groups of young people
over the country are calling
themselves “the Jesus-peo-
ple,” bave revived a simpli-
fied and primitive form of
apostolic Chriftianity which
they follow largely outside
the organized church, chal-
lenges the institution as to
the presence of the living
Christ in its life and work.

Many of these young peo-
ple have turned from drugs
to Christ, from ‘“‘doing their
own thing,” to following Him
completely. They read the
Bible eagerly, they look for
their Lord’s return at any
moment. They live in the
context of an I-Thou relation-
ship. When the church loses
the crucified and risen Christ
as the center of its life, it has
lost its reason for bring.

No individual has become
a person totally involved in
life until he meets God. Then
he can face life and death,
time and eternity, himself
and his society, his past, his
present and his h.uure,

<
Rev. Lester Kinsolving's

Religion Update

Despl!e more than 400 our Lord’s emphasis on the
deaths in the boxing ring sacredness and value of
since 1900 — plus the un- human personality.”
numbered army of brain Yet such ecclesiastical

41 different

The program began in De-
troit in 1835; with then Gen-
eral Motors executive Wil-

damaged("punchdrunk") concern has been rsre -
the d pite eligion’s

concern of organized religion historic (if mxually unpopu-
about boxing has been mini- lar) opposition to a consider-
mal and isolated. able number of bloody
Nearly two decades ago, ‘‘sports’ from gladiatorial
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liam 8. Knudsen underwriting
expenses for the original se-
ries and Brace Beemer, ra-
dio’s former “Lone Ranger,”
as the first announcer.

Dr. Walter A, Maier deliv-
ered the messages until his
death in 1950, and the regular
speaker now is Dr. Oswald
Hoffman.
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CHURCH OF GOD

Jesuit Father Alredo Boschi
wrote that “‘boxing cannot be
justified from a moral view-
point, but must be con-
demned as  something
gravely illicit in xtself It not
only produces, but s to
produce, serious injuries
which can become permanent
and lead to death . . . It
makes a beast of aman . . .
adoration of brute strength,
of the fist wluch can pulver-
ize the braiy.

Replied The Vatican's L'~
Osservatore' Romano:
“ y re; is a fer-
vent, practicin, tholic .

Many boxerse in lta!y
and the US., cross them-
selves before entering the
nng which would be sacreli-
gious if boxing were essen-
tially lmx_'noral_.”

IN 1963, the Rt. Rey. Nel-

games, to bear-baiting.

CURRENTLY the strong-
st opposition to boxing
comes not from the clergy
byt from many of those most
closely acquainted. such as
sportswriter Jim Murray.
Recently this widely syndi-
cated columnist drew a bead
upon a TV announcer who
enthusiastically shouted the
gory details of the physical
dismemberment of a boxer
named Quarry.

"Quzrry is bleeding from
the nose! screamed this
announcer. “‘He can't see out
of his eye' . .His lip is
split! . .. He's a punching
bag!”

Commented Murray, in it-
alics: “What if he were blind
altogether? Champagne-all
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JOHN L OPALEWSK — Funeral sarv-

ices for A ow.mm. 85, of 11403
e hakd recently in

the Harry Whlk Funaral Home with bt

ial in Mount Okvet Camatery. Officiat.

ing was Fr. Daniel Daly of Our Lady of

race Church,

Mr. Opalewski 1% survived by his
daughters Mrs. Florence Main, Mrs.
s a. Mrs. Barbara Vasuines
and Mre. Geneyiers Gibson.

N
MAGDELENA WALUSH. Funeral sarv-
tces Tor Mrs. Magdeiens Walush. 73, of
24920 M. Sylbert Dr.. Redford. wars.

around? . . . Can you get me
son Burroughs, Episcopal foar llckeu ta a train wreck?
bishop of Ohio, noted that . .. How would yon like a
“Five men havg been killed nice set of recordings made
in the boxing ring since the at midnight at Gestapo head-
first of January.” qudrters?’”
Bishop Burroughs, now re-

$ired, went on to assert that: “If there is a nobility in
*“To encourage their poteatial prize fighting, it lies not with
violation of the Sixth Com- the crowd, which is a collec-
mandment and to pit man tion of 16,000 sick jokes,”
against man under the guise concluded Murray. *“‘Boxing
of American entertainment is today is about as scientific as
in my lndg'menl a denial of an avalanche. You fight with
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your face. 1t's for people who
would cackle at watching a
sledge hammer on the Venbs
de Milo.”

CURRENTLY RELIGION
is a point at issue in boxing
regarding America's most
celebrated pugilist — and
ham actor. Muhammed Al
contends that he should be
exempt from military serv-
ice because he is a Black
Muslim minister.

The entire concept jof
clergy draft exemption has
been substantailly challenged
by Rev. Peter Riga of Cali-
fornia’s St. Mary's College.
But for the Rev. Mr. Ali to
demand that he be exempted
from military service so that
be may make several for-
tunes by brain-washing is as
grotesque as the military
chaplain who recently prayed
for a large body count nlﬂm
enemy in Vietnam.

That Ali's present occupa»
tion is in fact lethal is appar-
ent in theresearch conducted
by Prof. Robert Francis-of
the University of Wisconsin.
He found that a 145-pound
arnateur (lightweight )« could
exert 600 pounds of pres-
sure in just one punch.

When such force is exertéd
against the brain, (average
weight: three pounds), which
is not anchored but rather
encased in fluid, Dr. Ward
Halstead of the University of
Chicago notes: “Even a light
blow causes the brain to
bounce — it is appalling the
ruin’ boxing causes the
brain.”

= Church Compiling Book -

During Lenten Seminars

Memoers of Pilgrim
United Church of Christ,
36075 Seven Mile, Livonia,
will write a book as they par-
ticipate in the church's
Lenten seminars this year.

“The Pilgrim Book of Per-
son Growth,” will be the ti-
tle, and it will be a compila-
tion of ideas in five member-
ship seminar evenings, each
ﬂfevo!ed 1o a certain stage of

fe.

Leading off the program
will be a family dinner at 5
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 28, during
which a large scrapbook type

volurne book will be prepared
and members participating

-will be divided into discus-

sion groups. .
0

THE GROUPS will con-
sider the life of a child from
birth to the age of 12 in the
first seminar, March 7 from
7Tto9p.m.

“We will discuss the par-
ticular difficulties and ago-
nles of childhood, what we
can do to help and support
persons in this age and what
our Chriutian faith sa
about childhood,” the Rev.

James W. Schaefer, mhln;r.
said.

Rev. Shaefer said similar
discussions on the next four
Sunday evenings would cob-
sider adolescence, the ages
from 12 to 21, young aduit, 21
to 30, middle life, 30 to 50,
and old age, 50 and over. -

‘e e

VARIOUS IDEAS brought

out in the discussions will be

ume. with pages 20 by 30

inches, to be displayed in the
church library after d:e e
ries is completed. -



