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OMEONE MUST have shouted “Fore!™ be-

cause the Farmiogion (lills City Council

(ive of the seven, anyway) ducked .. .

. ducked out of buying goll course in the
nerthwestern part of the eit

at is,

Fhe city councit made @ smart move back on
Feb, 18 when it voted, 5-2, not to purchase the
nafinisted nine-hole Copper Creek Country Club.

Not onty didl the council gladden the hearts of
most of the resudents of thie arand new, upscale
Copper Creek development. but it probably saved
Ihe city 3¢ Iot of headaches (and maybe even &
Liewsuit) down the road

Now Farnungton Hills is already in the polf
course bisiness. 1t owns the ning-hote San Mari-
no public layout on Halsted between'1) Mile and
12 Mile. By all accounts. things are going well
there. :

But Copper Creek, while'1t's only about a tile

WINDING AS it dues around some upscale
restdential development. Copper Creek Country
Club simply duesn't have the configuration to be
a publie golf course.

And what about the people whu pay top dollar
10 live in those Copper Creek dwelings? They
were 1old by Biltmore Develupment Co. of Troy
that they'd be gazing out on 2t high-style champi-

onship galf course and country chub.

Now. with the news that the course may be
city-owned and-publie, many Copper Creek resi-
dents have - visions of beer s and hot dog
wrappers littering their manicured lawns.

The developers leased the course (o Stan Al-
drich, 3 woell-known goll course operator, for 50
years. but apparently he now wants nothing to do
with it, Why ix & golfing venture here in the heart
of the green-dawn kingdom @ failure before s
even started?

Good question. Simple answer: No liguor Ti-
cense and little chance of oblaining one beciuse
of the residential character of the area. Sad, isn't

NISPART of Gov. Jolin Fngler's property
tx reform s headed Tor trouble. Liber-
als and conservatives ali
would be unwise to exenipt

2ens [rom school operating property taxes.

some sening eitizens admtits bad pohey
The idea of exempting sentors biss sone super-

ficial charm My kids are grown up. 1 don’t have

Course not!
Copper Creek not for city

San Marino. is truly a

Bad policy

Don’t exempt seniors from tax

0% Thursday, Morch 7, 1991

Copper Creek, while it’s only
about a mile up Halsted Road
from San Marino, is truly a course
of another culture.

41, how booze decitles the success or tailure of so
many husines:

BEN MARKS, one of the (wo dissenters on
coung 1id-he feels its the city™s responsimlity
10 provide wholesome recreation like golt for the

residents

fie added that he -wag certain that revenue
jrom the Copper Creek conrse would 1y pay
Hi-the-honds-that would_be used 1o finange the

Homefront becomes a

purchase. ile cited the suecess of San Marmo,
which has that coveted liquor licease

Matrks is right, in o way. about the city needing
w provide recreation for its citifens. But that
brings us to another point: The time for buving
Tand in golf course quantities was the late 19605
and early 708 when more of it was available and
anordable:

The tolks who governed in the late-township
and early-eity days should have realized that and
purchased land for 1he parks and golf course of
the "Ros and "9us .

Ot caurse, the mentality (wo de
thiat. in upscale Farmington Hills, eve
home is his. park, whether it ha simple
hex or a Taney in-ground swimming pook. Unfar-
Junately. that is still the thinking by tov many
ol N oo any of our communities

The wnage is all too clear. We've
seen it before. We know we shall see
it again. A womin, in mourning,
stands surrounded by a coteric of
family and friends. = °

A soldier, in great military sty
presents her with a folded flag, re-
cently draped over the casket of her
son or husband. The image fades and
soon the public forgets aboul the
womal and the {lag.

War offers up 2 multitude of

© wounds. Some heal in days, some
months and others take years. Most
can be mended with sufficient medi-
cal care.

Bul America, a country unfamil-
iar with casualués on the homefront,
has typically neglected -those who
continue to fight our wars long after
the treaties have been signed, the

le,

Golt is ap excellent activity, and Farmmngion
flills s Jucky 1o have one successtol public
cotrse. The eity council was right Lo Jeave well
enonglt - and Cupper Creek — alune

mllage propasals - Engler's proposal wouldnt

flags and ribbons pul away and the
" memorials erected
Marian Faye Novak change:
- that, And those: who see e
understanding ol war and the dirty
scars 1t leaves, should pick up & copy
of her newly published book, “Lonely
Girls With Burning Eyes.”

IT WOULD be nice to heheve that
Ms. No is writing only about an-
other time. But, in truth, what hap-
pened ta her and the small group of
friends 1n the 1960s is just as rele-
vanl and lasting the history of
war through the ag

fier story, sculpted around the
Vietnam War, could have just as cas:
ily been the Civil War, World War §.
Waorld War 11, the Kerean War and
the Persian Gull.

S

change that, 1t would he-patently unfair to allow
semors 1o vote nn g tax they didn’t have to pay

On the contrary. 1t's goud public pohey Jor ey
ervane to take an interest an public cducistion
Older 1alks bave shown strong chantahle s
stinets i doing valunteer work for schools, serv-
g on advisory commmittees and boards of educi-

3

With great emoton and suthonty,
she writes about soldiers lorn away

battlefield in war, too

America, a country
unfamiliar with
casualties on the
homefront, has
typically neglected
those who continue to
tight our wars long
after the treaties have
been signed, the flags
and ribbons put away
and the memorials
erecled.

from families, young men killed and
young men coming home. unmerci-
fully transformed into persons mys-
teriously different.

. But most importantly, she is writ-
g about the almost-suffocating iso-
lation felt by wives who struggle 1o
survive, to 1 their woundud sol-
bodies scarred by shrapnel.
syches wounded by the sheer dev:
tation of the war experience,

Like many military wives, Ms. No-
vuk spent endless hours, which mi-
grated inte the tedium of endless
days, waiting fur’ her husband o
come home, with little understand-
ing from those around her of the
nightmare she was lving.

Although piychologically wound-
1, her husband tnade 1t back home
he homefront had become a
battleground for me, 1 couldn’t leave
the battlefield,” she says.

. wholam.”

Steve
Barnaby

AS MS. NOVAK so ably tells us,
the read war for many wives only be-
gins after the peace treaties are
signed. The battlefronts often are
thelr living rooms and bedrooms,
where dreams are challenged and of-
ten shattered. All too often, treaties
are signed in divorce courts of in
drug and alcoholic treatment cen-
ters, years alter the shooting stops

1t you have ever been through the
experience, reading Ms. Nov
-1y will make you remembe:
make you laugh, it will maks
and it wilt make you unde
better Lhan ever,
war.

d.

the real tragedy of

tf you are a person who wanls to |

gain a deeper understanding of what
war does to personil relanonstips,
why a peeson you love may have a
tough time dealing with emottons.
vou'll want to read this book

“T've had to find a way to live with
the memonies,” she sid 1a a receat
interview “That s what made me

And with her book, Ms Novak will
help many others ive with the metn-
ories. And for those of us who know,
we can only say, “thanks *

any Kids i sehiool Ty pard my shere e i
et oes

Once WAt can oF worms 1s ppen. however. a
parade of people will came forward and ask to be
exempted from one tax or anuther

® Young workers ¢in ask 10 be let otl the So-

el Security hoek at least untsl they getcloser to
relirement ape
@ “Doves” can ask tn withhold the share of

Har taxes that goes for nulitary purpeses

@ The everwhelning majority who pever e
A evid lawsunl can skt avond Laxes supporting
the civil dorket

& Older olks will be baek asking tor o hreak
from taxes tor hall diamands and wiave pools
that are nsed mostly by kids

he Dst nf services any one group doess’l ase
can becams tind-hoggling

S 1IE only wanted: to curry favor with
ope voting bloet's diffiealt e apderstand why
Engler would even propose the sdea And 1here
are far beter wavs fo help those an need than
exemphing all sennes from schoat opershing tax-

Semor erzens svonld stll be vhgible to gote on

i

‘ B L L)

Tion, Thiey shouid=rm

The stiste sy Department estimates that
the senior eitizen exemption, 3f enacted, would
cost 300 aulhon snoually by the tme s fully
wnplemented i 1943 T is an enormsus bite

the equivalenl of another recession on the $7.4
nilion e hidiet Even the Headlee 11 praper-
W tay et proposal, amore drastic plan than En-
ghers doesnt contemplale exempting sceniors
entirely trom sehool propertyt

mter

XUs,

THE CHIEF FLAW 10 the plag s that it would
pay a0 expensive benefit to an enhre lass of
people whether or not they all need the henelit

Enpler already his proposed Bifting the $1.200
per holisehold cetlingg on the “eremt break
the ircatne Ly break tor people who pay nore
than 35 pereent of their houschold ancomes in
property Lises  He would rase the coiling by
STk o year to new cethng of $2500 and then
werease thal beneiit with the rote ol nflation
That e 13 saund

Sueh sy break would he ajustifiable benelit
Va peaple who tetire and find their meames e
duced white theit property taxes continue 10 go
ap 10 sonld gu o long way to el theay re-
Bt el present hoimes !

Aelpans properiy lax s burdensorme Our
r are high [n prosperous areas hke the sobe

uths

assessinents have mereased faster than
general antlation. certainly faster than pay-
checks

Foler andd legislators from both parties-are
cor et i savingg state guverniment should desote
a largier part ol ats budgtet to etlucation Twenty
Ardls o the state was speading Balt s budget

o ook, compnnity eolleges and edueation

Todav etueation pets aboat onethud ol the
huidaset < results have been hgher propeaty
tanesand hipher cotfege tultions

[he eorrect solutinns woulld be lo bawer prop

ety Laves generadly and cipoassessiment o
creases that hopmeownets have endured - The
Feneralion gap’ oan Ameriea N witle ¢ h

withaut fueling 1l by giving one generation 4 0

muthon break

from-our-readers

His thdughts
on Gulf War

Ta the editor:

This is in response to Arlene Vie-
tor's letter (Fe 5 Observer) enti-
tled “Work for Diplomatic Solution.”
1 would like to make some SURRes-
Lons and pose Seme quastions.

Tirst, 1 respect her night 1o hee
opimons and share with her tat war
is abhorrent B

My first suggestion 1s that she and
her 20 friends do a little studying be-
fore enlening il a discussion of the
war. Far their first study [
suggest they look up the word, "ap-
peasement.” i any good dictionary
and then study the events leading up
o both world wars

As elents are currently.untolding
n the Pe n Gulf, Whis may be the
least bloody, of any war in modern
tmes. ALthe cost of a reduced num-
ber of Tives, President Bush has opt-
ed 1o save countless more hves in
the Futuee T eommend hun for this

WHERE 18 there a loss of truth 12
the media® The anly loss of truth [
uberve, has been i e reports of
the war coming out of Haghdad Ths
has been the most imnnle] wrted
Wilr ever

o (DNserucer

Steve Barnahy - . .0
Judith Doner Berne
Dick Isham -0 -
Mark Lewis
Frod Wrght

We here know mare about this war
than the soldiers lighting it. The {re-
quent press conferences conducted
by the military have been outstand-
g and candid.

America’s superiority in high-tech
weapons is primanily responsible for

Tives tost. The Patriot mis-

ularly, has saved count-

by intercepting SCUD mus-
siles, sumed a1 civilian targets.

Who are the people commercially
exploiting the war” 1 would hazard a
gurss that they hve in the more af-
(luent sections of our society, like
the Iarnunghats of the country. A
little retrospeclive reflection may
bean order .

What does undeestanding another
cultnre have 1o da with murder, rob-
bery and pillage”

Is Saddam Hussein's
Ruwait any less si
becanse he 1s-of 2 different culture
than ours™. .

Oue planet 1s a small place. In or-
der to survive, we must respect.ihe
rghts of others  Respecting  the
rights of others does nat include tak-
g thereproperty and killing them

SOVERNMENT policy on uil
atwoti (e - answer to future
wars" The government is attempting
to force manufacturers to produce
much more fuel officient cars. De-
trint as up inarms about this

eatbar Cormregr oy
Philip Power .1 gre
Richard Aginian :

Zecentric Newspapers :

1 alse aotice that the largest gas
guzzlers of all, are usually in the
most alfluent parts of society, like
the Birminghamms of the
Surely we cannot deny these their
luxurious toys

Spending more oney  for the
poor, minarties. the unemployed,
the homeless and the sick is certain-
Iy a comtnendable objective f
spending miore money would indeed
improve the lot of these sndividuals,

There are alternatives  One is
community involvement and volun.
teerism. [ [ ;ught suggest that
women who have tume to sit.around
and diseuss the war, could hind some
satisfaction out of speading time
with the sick, the homeless and the
poar, particularly 1f this 15 one of
their major conceras

1 would finally like to see a hist of
the olher ways ol handling disputes
and working out coopérats
rangements that Victor sa
know how to do, in her
graph.

1 hope and pray that President
Bush's "new world arder” does nol
turn aut fo be-a tragic nightmare,
but that 1t stabilizes canditions in the
Gull and i3 the hasis for a Jasting

sace and  prospenity  (here  and
thraughaut the world

Ed Conshens,
Farmington Hills




