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Buzzard buffs

take fllght

- Joli swude

Binoculars teained onbe
. horizon, anxious bird watchers atd
curious on-lookers vie 10 be the fitst to
catch a glimpse of the flock,

Suddenly, these winged harbingers
of spring appear, as they have for
countless years.

“The expectant cry rings out,
"They're back!”...the Buzzards nf
-Hinckley, Ohio, that is.

The uncanay clock-like retum of a
flock of buzzards to Hinckley Ridge
each March 15 has been the swiff of
Tegend youndabout northeast Ghio for
more than 150 years, More recently,

the fame of the Hinckley Buzzards has-

_soared to the extent that the locals
compare their arrival to that of the
Swallows of Capistrano. (I am not
making this up.)
Few other than local historians
* paid much atention 10 the retum
of these birds--also
knpwn as tetkey
valtures--unlil 1957, ‘\
when Robert «
Bordner, a ~
- Clevelamd Press *

wriler, became

intrigued by the o2
carrion claim. -_—
Einckley o
habitee Walter Est.

' Nowuleniee told
the repoter thit be hd personally
observed the bugzards arrval each
March IS, And furtlkermore.,
Nowaletiee sid, his late toend
Chaelic Willard hud hept 2 personal
1(»1, of (he vulture visits that stretched
hack some 23 yean,

The teponter's Ienst Wy -
arnused. On Febl 15, 1957, he wrote
aned prnited the Tongme fegend o tlu

. Hinckley Buszands. He futhe t
predicied thest wetum ey, wily ane
month--March |5

Excitement mounted ay the maonth
prozresed, Natuealiay, umuln-lu misty

Akl eporters repeated el
unl\lllthi Uk orrgsnad sty -
\II'\"CIII\L‘ bnow,

Mareh 18 araved and vo did the

buzzands, npht on schedule. Newe

o the

ITravetedt lN"m.!'mrtnnn“m"————"rh*nm-rnlon teercie bt e

weeketd bronght throngs of medsa
and sightseers from Ohio and
surrourkling states. :
Ty Hinchley was unprepared tor
- the BOO0-plus visiors who Docked in
o panticipate in one of the biggest i
walksn lnstory Ry nud-mamng,
ery Tood and dnnk establishment m
and areund Hinekley b its sipplien
depleted. Kids fell iy path creet.s
ard prownaups sloshed through
ankle-deep mud, Theee was o place
S town o eat, cean up os vt wanm.
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Hinckley was dazed by the volume ot
peaple and embarrassed “to be Ciught
with its manners down,” lown ’
merchants recall. Plans to prevent a
reoccurrence began almost
immediately,

Hinckley Chamber nf Commerce
members teamed up to make
arrngements for a pancake and
savsage breakfast on the (inst Sunday
afier March 15, This day was forever
aore declared, “Buzzard Day.”

Since that first breakfast, ihe
Chamber has served untold thousandy
of buzzard buffs at the Hinckley
Elementary School on Cenier Road
(State Route 303). Meals are $3.75
for adults and $2 for chitdren under
12, Hours are 7 am, to 3 pum,

This year's 33rd anneat Buzsarl
Day celebration on March 17 meludes -
alive buzzard extubit and

report from Hinckley's
p "Official Buszud

Sporter,” wha will
@ rivetheewr
time 1he birds
< ; were sighied
on Maurch 15
The
-~ Chambet wall
e .

seflat covened

patches and pist cands teatunng
Hinckley's otficial s zanl lora
destpned by catooms G AT Capyp ot [l
Abnier fame.

Sowhy dothe buzzand return - -
Hindhdey? Theores are plenitul

Some believe it the buszaids
were fisstattracted 1othe area by the
tans of butcheted retuse and v anted
st Ie gt beharnd from the tieal
Hinchley Namannt Hunt™ of ISt Ar
that saenlightened e, men and b -
hned up alony Hindkles Townataps
28 squate ke petanetes and Beya
moesig tnwand, g denve 1ot the
L
predatigy atials desteos g Lo
L slock.

Othess porat ton old manuscrgs
deveunt by Walliam Cogawell, vne ot

whiat were charactesieed s

ISTU whomakes seseral teteretices £
“sultutes ol the wir.” The findmy o
thes manusenpr may imdicate thuat the
buzzands sweie making ther hame
Fhnckley betore 1810, sothe sy
Hinchfey™
EEETTY 1% e b

It youreanchned to tabe Hn e
Buzzard Doy, how that Hindhles
located i noghieast Olno, on State
Rowte 3, between Cleseland andd
Alkron Call 2162233001 tor more
mnfonm :hnn (rom e ottrend Huosoad
Hotline.”

question remanns up o thye



