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Hills police to

By Joanne Mallszewseki
statt writer

Ann Lessing worked in accounting

at General Motors Corp. for 35

. years. Jerry Connor worked 45 years

for Michigan Bell. Fran Manning

was a legal secretary. Now the three

work as volunteers for the Farming-
ton Hills Police Department.

Six-year Farmington Hills resident Fran Manning learncd of

“You can't sit a1l hote watching
TV and Jet your hips spread,” said
74-year-old Lessing, who has served
as a department volunteer for exact-
ly one year and five months,

"1 keeps your mind going. At my
's important to keep your mind

Manning, Connor and Lessing are
among the 18 senjor adults who give

the police department's volunteer program when a crime pre-
vention officer spoke with-a group of senior adulls of which

she was a part.

Ann Lessing
volunteers at
the
Farmington
Hills Police
Department

on
Thursdays.
She also
volunteers
{or other
arganiza-
tions,
including
doing taxes
for senior
adults and
blood donor
registration.

seek more senior volunteers

their time and knowledge to the de-

partment's almost two-year-old vol-

unteer program. Another 25 volun-

teer with the handicap parking en-
,-forcement team.

“Seniors are an untouched re-
source,” Farmington Hills police
Chief Willlam Dwyer sald. “They are
people who are trained. They are re-
ceptlve to volunteering, They want
to be involved.”

ALREADY CONSIDERED suc-
cessful, the program will be expand-
ed by carly summer, ‘Department
adaninistrators have already studied
where senior adults’ skills are need-
ed.

While the volunteer progratn pro-
vides senior adulls with another
oullel following retirement, it bene-
fits (he department. And 1t's a sign
of things to come.

“With the tightening of budgets,
we recognize this is going to be a
rend of the future, Government will
recognize the need to use these peo-
ple,” Dwyer said.

“We won't always get it (hiring of
new people) in the budget. The fu-
ture trend is not to hire peeple to fill
positions but to use people who
would want to velunteer,” be contin-
ued:

Because of a tighter city budget,
Dwyer does not plan to request any
new sworn officers or civilian per-
sonnel in the proposed 1991-92 budg-
ot

On any day, you can sce the volun-
teers In the department, They're al-
ways busy and they move around the
department, depending on what
needs to be done. The majority of
senior volunteers, excluding the han-
dicap parking velunteers, are in-
volved in clerical work, typing and
(g,

“They're great,” said Kim
Kemske, a erime prevention special-
ist who works with the volunteers.
“"We couldnt -do without them.

. They're lifesavers.”

Jerry Connor valunteers twice a
week. “This makes you feel like
you're doing something. Yeu are use-,
ful. You wurk all your life and you
want to do something,” he said. “I

s gelling under my wife's feet.
any retiree you have time on
your hands. You want to’ do some-
ihing.” .

FRAN MANNING has worked on
a projeet thraugh the department’s
crime  prevention  section,  which
seads letters welcoming new city
residents. Shie alsa sends out appliea-
tions [or burglar alarms.

She warks Friday afternoans. 1

prople.
and that's not too common to be ap-
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+ preciated,” sald Manning, a widow.

pstun by SHARON LoMIEUK/stall pholographer

worked  with Michigan Bell for 45 ;oars and
when he refired decided to volunteer.

Senior adult volunleer Jerry Connor works
with Wendy Therrien, a civilian ‘employee at

“ the Farmington Hills Police Dcpartment. -He

They get @ goud feeling of seld-
worth. I"eople tend to turn inward
ey y at home and grow

They scem glad to have you come
Also a widow, Lessing calls the  in
work she's doing exciting. “J found |
had some free time. I tried to keep
busy. I found T was busy on Fri S
Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednes

Loridas suid.
While some people wha are retired
luve staying at home, vthers need to

vice department’s senior division,
supports: volunleer work for senior

Rut not Thursday: adults, get out. “Those without family be-
That’s when Lessing is at the po- etting oul and  volunteering  come asolated. They need  theic
lice department. “Its entirely differ- s them o more well-rounded  peers, W 1 need to be with people

ent than anything I have ever done. on. They feel more appreciated Loridas added.

our awn age,
7 )
2 »
/

J\«\\‘W‘(")W A

NN

- SPRING
ARTS & CRAFTS
SHOW

Friday March 15 11 am-6 pm
Saturday March 16 11 am-6 pm
sunday March 17 12 pm-5 pm
FREE ADMISSIOR

For futher information, please contact the City
of Plymouth Parks & Recreation Dept.
455-6620
Plymouth Cultural Center
525 Farmer St. Plymouth
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