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She’ll do her
own thinking

To the editor:

I don't know about anybody clse,
but T am tired of being.insulted by
letters to the editor insinuating that
Dick Headlee made me vote against
the recent millage Increase propos-

al

1 think it would be fair to say that
the majority of people living in the
Farmington Schoo) District are ma-
ture, self-thinking, intelligent people,
capable of making a decisionsbascd
on facts.

To suggest that the millage in-

.erease was defeated * because we
read a public information notice is-
sucd by Alexander Hamilton Life In-
surance Co, seems to indicate that
we, who voled against a milage in.
crease, are unthinking people.

JoAnn Phelps's Jetter of March 7
is doing what she accuses Headlee of
doing: thinking for us,

As Phelps points out, this is Amer-
ica and we are free 10 cxpress owr
opinions. Obviously, the voters of the
Farmington Scheo! District did just
that.

Maurecn Szutarski,
. Farmington Hills

Stop ripping
“older folks

Ta the editor:
Why is it that the younger genera-
tion tikes ta take potshots at seniors,
+ the only stable group of people in our
turbulent society?

When Social Security came inte
being, we didn't scream foul, we
didn’t rant and rave. that we
wouldr't get any- benefits when 'we
grew old.

Today the younger generation
moans continually about supporting
seniors. The fact remains we con-
tributed to our future and we have a
right to security in our old age.

However, there are many out
there who would resort to putting
away senfors the way the Indians
did. Put them out'in the field and et
them slowly starve to death.

Granted there are seniors who can
afford to pay taxes and not feel the
pinch, having been fortunate in busi-
fuss (0 acquire large savings. What
abaut the rest of us”

I'm 76 years old. I've been paying

. takes someone.

school taxes since -age 16. § never
made a lot of money because | never
had a chance to go to college be-
cause 1 was poor.

1 fect that relief from school 1axes
should . be based on income and
health of the individual. Many sen-
lors are beset with illnesses and pay
many medical bills.

I think that a gragual reduction of
school taxes according to age and in-
come would be appropnau and
humane.

The reference (o apening a can of
worms is &l poppycock -and has no
valid foundation. You're grasping at
straws to support your prejudiced
view of seniars, forgetting that if you
live long enough you will be there
also,

Chartes Evons,
Farmington Hills

Need people
like Headlee

To the editor:

Those who are mad at tax-foe
Richard Headlee should remember
that he's a taxpayer like us

I cannot understand wheee all the
money collected for taxes is guing. 1
am 70 years old. My house cost
$55,000 23 vears age. | am piying
$6.000 a i s, a -
sessment is up again this year,

Schools don’t need tmore millage
With the increase in taxes, the
schools are getting more automati-
cally. Schoo! taxes are almost two-

‘thurds of the tax collected and are

paid by property owners only.
Husinesses  that  own  property
must pass the increases on 10 their
customers. This costs all of us a sec-
ond time. Many states have no
school taxes on property. Al peopic
in the state should share the'cost.
Another thing Yueung people cry
about supporting the old people on
Social Security, but the old also sup-
port the young by buying products-or
services that have the cost of their
heakth insurance and pensions and

. taxes added to the selling price

Most of us, are little people, It
vith money.and pow-
er o change things. People like
Headlee can change things,

Far™those who feel £yped because
their taxes were not increased, 1 am
sure Ihe school board will accept
their denations

Jumes T. Joseph,
Farmington Hills
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Thanks for
a good story

Ta the editor:

Thanks for a positive article on
the Charter House nursing homes in
the Mareh 7 Farmington Observer.

Many employees of the arca's
nursing facilitics needed a pat on the
hack and public recegnition for the
caring jubs they do for the aging
population.

As a three-year employee of one
of the Charter House facilities that
Alexander Spirio purchased last De-
cember, T can tell you that he cares.
He and bis wife, Nora, are available
to the staff and residents 24 hours a
day, seven days 3 week.

They have set high standards for
their {acilitics and cmployees. The
cffurt shows not only in the improve.
ments to the buildings, but also in
the day-to-day care for the residents.

The stalf of dedicated workers at
these facllities are caring and per-
sonally devated to each resident they
serve. They take pride in a job weil
done.

The aging population of our nation
will require more and more facilities
devoted to-their needs, We need
mare places ltke Charter House. .

Articles tike yours can certainly
help motivate the employees and
owners who perform these needed
seryices, Thanks for the recognition
in the infermative article.

Nursing homes nced the help and

undu«.mndmg of the community.
Nancy Garcia,
Farmingtoo lillis

Story good
for a Iaugh

To the editor:

1 can understand why the Farm-
ington Observer does not spend good
roney on cone strips. The real bel-
1y-laughs are in the news holes

{n "City board to hear appeals of
assessments next week,” (March 7).
one finds (his knee-slapper: “Hes
dents should be able to prove (em-
phasis. added) their property would
aot sell for twice the proposed §
(State Equalized Valuationt.” |

Now that's what | call a one-liner
Right up there with “Let them eat
cake.”

Keep up the good work, Observer
We villagers love these comings and
gongs of American's Funniest Peo-
ple

Thomas R. Stumpo,
Farmington
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“ad is an address or the

Headlee: Don’t still
the ‘contrary voices’

By Richard Headloo.
spocial writor

I've been surprised at the pudlic
statements by supporters of the de-
{cated school property tax increase
proposal.

Many of these criticized us for “in-
terference’ in our community, com-
plained about the information ads
that we ran to inform vaters,.and
even accused the Farmington Ob-
server of slanting its new coverage
and refusing to sell ad space. Let me
set the record straight on these
items

First, I'm proud of the fact that
Alexander Hamilton Life insurance
Company expeaded about $10,600 to-
wards a series of informational ads
which described the five-year trend
1n schoa] district expenditures, prop-
crty taxes, general fund surplus, en-
rollment and inflation,

Every number in these ads was
abselutely correct, and indeed was
taken from the latest available {i-
nancial statements. In fact, many of
the aumbers were confirmed in the
school district’s own brochure.

We also printed in the ads, big as
day, the name of our company and
the signature of an individual such
as myself. Contrast this with the {ull
page ad purchased by the Friends of
Farmington Schools the day bolun.
the election

THEIR AD BEGAN with the
breathtaking falsehood that “the dis-
trict is not seeking new money
Furthermaore, nowhere in-the eatire
name of a
responsible. indivival, 1n fact, vou
have 1o hunt for several minutes to
cven - find the mnute pame of
Friends of Farmington Schools.

Our ads” were accurate and well
wdentified, The same can’t be sand for
the "Friends” of Farmington
Schools. .

Second, the accusation that the
Farmuington Observer slanted ts
coverage of refused to sell ad space
15 preposterous.

The Observer tovered 5§
he school bourd’s statements as \\c]l
as the actvatees of Friends of Farm-
inglon Schoals, the MEA, and the
other pro-tax incr forces.

The paper printed many letters,
both pro and con, and finally even

endorsed the millage. The fact that |

they also gave significant coverage
o those who were cnitical of the tax
inerease propossl only shows that
they were doing therr Job. namely.
covering both sides of an 1ssue.

Stufling contrary veices, which 1s
what these criies are amplicitly
calling {for, is hardly the proper role
for a newspaper. They went out of
their wasy tu give the proponents the
benehit of the doubt. -

Third. I've been very happy during
my years as president of Alexander
Hamillon Late to see nur company
ivolved with sa_many worthwhile
community  projects and with so
Many IMportant issues

IN OUR COMMUNITY alone, Al-
exander Hamilton Life has recently
made contributions to the Farming
ton Hills Police Officers Association.

“the Farmmngton Players, the Farm.

wngton. Rockets Junmr foolball, the
Farmington YMCA. the Miss Farm.
ngton Pageant. the South Farming.
tun Gurls Prewee Tournament. Har-
rison High School Senior Activities,
the North Farmmgton Parents Asso-
claion, the Farmington Area Advie
sory Council, the Farmungton Com-
munity Band, the Farmington Fam-
les 1T Acuon, the  Farnungten
Jayeees, the Farnunkton Neighbars,
Harrison Highk School Comrnence-
ment. North  Farmington
School Symphoay Band, and many
other warthy activities  Corporate
mvolvement 1o the commumty isn't
“interference,” s good citizenship
A business has three choices st
can stmply pay ats tax dotlars and
Fide its head 1o the sand, it can sun-
ply £0 wlong with whatever trend ap-
pears at the moment. or 1t can stand
up and agrressvely fight for what s
rght
We'at

Alexander Hamulton have

High -

‘. . . the accusation
that the Farmington
Observer slanted its
coverage or refused to
sell ad space is
preposterous.’

— Aictiarc H
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chusen the hard third choice, and en-
courage others to do as well Michi
#an would be an even better state if
cvery school district hud a company
soanclined to be involved

Sume call for corporate mvolve-
ment 10 the community one day and
then criticize that involvement the
next. Taxpaying citizens and corpo-
rations should get involved with
their community, and that involve-
ment cannot be i one-way street.

Paying taxes and making contri-
butions goes aleng with huving a say
i how those doltars are spenp No-
body clusmed 1t was improper™ for
us 10 support the above worthy ac-
uvilies, or indeed to support the
schoal bend 1ssbe in 1984

To call it improper for us to op-
pose i School property tax increase
1n 149115 not only hypocritieal. at's
undetnocratic  Alter aii. we pay
350,000 per month th property taxes

The defeated proponents have
been beating their chest over getting
4060 vates for the proposal In hight
of the fuct that the school board has
1.460 employees that probably is not
such & sigmficant achievement.

Paying taxes while being shut put
of government decisions used to be

calivd “taxation without representas
ton ™ We fought & war about that
anee. and ve all stay vigilant, we
won't n
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