Sweet story

Stude_nts learn to tap sugar maples

By Casoy Hans
staf writer

OB AND NOHMA “Sarv.
were teaching Gil!
tary students a sweel los.

. son during these waning
winter weeks.

Norma was showing students how
to tap sugar maples for sup, while
Bob_was busy tending a open fire
where he demonsiraled the conking
amd evaparating of sap in birch-bark
boxes eventually turning it to maple
sugar.

The practice unu back to the

's of the carly American Indians,

who collected the sap for both cating

and trading, and called their collees
twn and processing area a “sugar
bush.”

"A 1ot of them (students) had nev-
er tapped a tree and couldn't drean
ol how to do it,” Norma sad. be-
tween teaching her ouldoor cliss-
oo fessons.

RETIRER EDUCATORS from the
Lavonia school system, the Farpung-
ton Hills couple has made the woods
due west of Gill and Power Muddle
School near Nine Mile and Gl ¢v-
eryone’s ta enjoy. Although ther
homne is about one mile from Gill
and Power where their own children
attended school, they ase pleased the
area has staged natural and that
‘parents from Gill have invited thens
to be part of forming a nature area
four the school

Avid naturalists and aature phota-
graphers, they have marked many of

Kinnery Patel, a first-grader
at Gilt Elementary School,
tooks al-sap frozen to the
bottom of a jar,

the 25 species o) trees for nature
stady, and cacourage people to keep
an eye vut Jor the cardinals, chicka-
dees and nuthatehes and other birds
which call he words their home.

To o few weeks, they said, wild.
flowers including trilliums, spring
Lequties. marsh marigolds and jack-
n the-pulpat - will be “abundant™ in
tha kool woods. “They could really
e 3 great nature lesson on the wild-
tlowers,” Norma said

Bul thus tume of year, the foces s

on the \up,ar maplesan the woods,
and it's mm)‘ s N lessan i out-
door education for Gatl pupsly
Stedents took o short walk through
the woods where various treé types
were pomted out They tooh turbs
visiling it xlmmymr.mv-n g
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Bob Sarver explinay to the children how the sweel substance 's purified.

By Susan Buck
stalt writer
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