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Beasties are a blend of fantasy, realism

By Corinne Abasilt
s1aff wrlter

If you tried to visualize the artist
who did those great, big loveable
creatures in front and inside the
Danielle Peleg Gallery of West
Bloomlield, you just might come up
with someone like Dennis Pearson.

With a warm, affable smile, he
pats the heads of his amazing collec-
tion of large and smail animal sculp-
tures, which collectively he calls,
“Beasties,” and -talks about them
with pride and affection.

“They like to be hugged.” he says
picking up a small- one with a flat

or coffee
hey're

back {to be used as a sids
table) and turns it over. S
all'signed and dated.”

He walks over to a large one and
hops ento its flat back.and jumps up
and down, “and they're almost inde-
structibte.”

Amusing animals, a blend of fan-
tasy and reality, bave always been
the subject of his art, whether it's
stained -glass,  drawings, j
painted furniture or the wi
shiney-faced menagerie in the rul-
lery.

Pearson said he first made them
of ‘papier mache, gave up on them

Rock opera this weekend

“The Third Day,” a rock opera
written as a sequel to "Jesus Christ
Superstar,” will be performed Satur:
day-Sunday, March 16-1
Aidlls - United  Methodlst
20000 13 Mile at Evergreen.

Show time is 7:30-8:30 p.m. ecach

Church.

The Third Day* takes the charac-
sers and the enthusiasm of the rock
esus Christ Superstar* and
them through the next 40

ely Hills Pastor Scott Wilkin-
son says he wrole the sequel to
swer the g n, “Why did Jesus
have to die?” and to present the

at Beverly,

Resurrection in rock operea form
for those who wished it Imll been in
“Superstar.” “Superstar” was writ-
ten by Andfew- Ilmd Webber and
Tim Rice

“The Third Day* was first” per-
formed in 1972 by students from the
University of North Carolina at
Greensbaro. 1L bas since been per-
lormed 20 times natiocnwide.

Four of the wriginal performers
will joina local cast of 35

There is oo admission charge but
an oftering wall be taken to of fset ex-
peases A geception will follow. Child
care will be providest

Wildflowers program on tép

The Fricnds of Matthaei Rotanical
Gardens and the Huron Vall 1
1er of the Michigan Botanicat Club
will sponsor “Wildflowers in the
Home Landscape™ at 2 p.m. Sunday,
March 17, in ihe auditorium of the

Kardens, 1806 N. Dixboro, Ann Ar-
bor,
Dr. Richard Pippen, Western

Michigan University bivlogy . chair
and hotanist, will present a slide lec-
ture,

He will spotlight the recent ¢ 'n
matie interest in using ‘nati
cies 1 garden plantings and will T
miliarize the public with the range
of suitable plants and their landscap-
ing use.
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for a decade ar so unlil he l-.lppencd

* on fiberglass.

ACTUALLY, IS twin' brothier
was repairing a Corvette and sug.

fiberglass he was using.
s laken years to develop this

really nice slliny «.urhr(‘ " he said.

er animals, indoors or oul. He de-
seribed the building, shaping, p: nt-
g and finishing Bor intens
with many steps before the seulpture
is fimshed.

The
{iberg):
foreement g
tude in

He can build a beast or herd of
ties, strong and durable enough

over an armature or rein-
Pearson greai lati-

for a busy city playground or one

small cnough for the corner of a nur-
sery.

He can put holes in the guddle for
children to craw) through or make a
flat back that will hold a four or five
people and their cotfee cups.

He calls the ones 13 feet and over,
a cross between a specklvd dinosaur
and a zebra thal got caught in a
paint can

IS BEASTIES range from single
volor - blue, purple, red and yeltow
~ or. stylish  bla and  while
stripped to those with neutral back-
ground  highlighted  with  rather
painterly multi-colored spots and
squiggles.

Since they often go as
light specials, he has
working with him. Yet, he
seulpture is_individual, vach gets the
same attention painting or any
other work af art,
wenly-five of his beasties were
ured dis part of the 1987 Easter
celebration on the south Jawn of the
White House, Washington.

Pearson grew up in Madison, Wis,

cd he look into the possibilities .

reagth and lightness of the -

cels, others are hand paimted and

altended University " of Wisconsin,
limited edition serigeaphs.

Pennsylvania Academny of Fine Arts
antd e Summer School of l'mnnng
m Sangatuck

This exhibits fits well mm the
“Art of Animation™ which. is in th
adjamng pallery. Individual
from cartoons by Hanna Barbe

Friz Frelang (cn:amr of Tweety,
Jiminey  Crickett), Chuck Jones
(Road Runner and Coyote), the Dis.
ney Studios and others carry -
glimpse of the magic of childhood
entestainment

Gailery hours are 10 am. to 6
pm Monday-Saturday, noun to &
pm Sunday, Cross Winds Mail,
4301 Orchard Lake Road, West
Bloomfreld

Same are the uriginal production

\\( ~

BiTE RANG

lived in West Bloomlield and graduated from

Melissa Mitched! starred as Swanilda in “Cop-
Seahotm High School.

pelia™ last Saturday might. Mitehell, a perma-
nent member of the Cleveland San Jose Ballet,

constructed transimonal homs
lav.sh Westyte Ottwrs 2
oah woodnatk 2t

feom. clegant saster o
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