Engler may be receptive
- 1o property tax sharing

1 / By Tim Richerd
statf writer

Gov. John Engler dropped a broad
hint he'll support property tax base
sharing as’a miethod of narrowing
ihe gap between rich and poor
among Michigan's 560 school dis-
tricts.

The plan circulating in Lansing is
10 put half the growth in commercial
and industrial property taxes into
the state treasury and distribule it

something Rep. (James)
3 (D-Saginaw) and Sen. (Dan}
DeGrow (R-

f a way,
losing 1he* per pupit
expendature gap,” Engler sid

"I committed to making prog-
ress on that gap becatse [ think it js
unfair. .

“I'm not prepared to announce
any components of tat plan today,”
Engler said Monday in an interview
n temporary Olds Fower office
{acing the Capitol Building

“But 1 have spoken appravingly of
what DeGGrow and O*Neilt are do:
1 tink they're on the fight tra
said Engler, who tast week pronused
to attack the cquity  problem n
spring

THOSE TWO  Jawtnakers char
their respective appropriations sub-
comautlees on school aid

In a recent juial appearance be-
fore the Michigan Association of
School Boards, they closed (he duor
on the possibality of 2 stale tax hike
to pay for equity Th ul equity
must come from spreading the com-
mereial and industrial wealth tat

hiss sprouted “up in suburbs around
{letroit and Grand Rapids. Per pupil
spending ranges from $2,500 in rural
arcas lo $8,000 in Oakland County
suburhs.

Tax base sharing wouldn't cost
suburban districts any existing mon-
€y = just half of futyre non-residen.
tial growth, Suburban lawmakers
strongly resist it. Proposal B on the
1989 ballot contained a tax base
sharing plan and was rejeeted by 70
nt of voters
gler praised the Republican-ted
e for passing his proposed 20
enl reduction in school upers-
ng property taxes even as it raised
. the priee tag, saying, “They're head-
ed an the right direetion” But he
seored Hovwse Democrats for want.
€5 $500 myl-
n of rehel to

Lon o pay for a prog
small householdees

DED has plan to
o funding of the Detroit tasty

tute of Arts, Detroit Symphony Or.
chestra and most Michigan Couneil
for the Arts graats, despite eriticism
from fellow Republicans. For exam.
ple. Jow Bisne Itve viee presis
dent of the Founders Society of DIA,
WS i SHTong prresens last week's
Lansing rally protesting the culs and
grant freese. DIA geta wrtually ail
s 316 wmullion operating buds
from the state.

“1t1s unpossible to defend funding
the arts and cutng famihies,” Enger
rephied ~“We had to make a chowee to
stand with the mlies, and that's

il wie've don.
Francesco DiB3last, musie direetor
Of the Livonta Symphony Orchestr.
bad wondered why  LS(rs g9 i
grant coulda’t have heen phased out

Culture opens roads
for self-expression

Continued from Pagqe 5§ °

ous careers utihzed 10 running a no-
seam

They bad hands-on experiences at
Lawreace Tech i the architecture

and - graphlcs  departments and
Lalied to studenl actors at Wayne
Stal Hilberry  Theatre ter

watehing a play rehearsal.

Many of these young people rode a
traia for the first time on a trip to
Detroit which included a view of the
city from the top of the Westin Hotel
m Renalssance Center eral had
to be convinced they were actually
Tooking at C; ross the aver

“Visits 1o places hike the Scivnce

S

Museum -Children's Hospital, a luxu-
ry hotel, radin shows. a school for
broddeasting und  an adverusing
ARene; bt designed to expand
these kads' thinkimg They are asked
to grow up so fust yet their percep-
tan of the world is so himited.™ sisud
Hichard Thibodeau, MS W comtuu-
any organization specialst for the

land County program, X

We are encouraging the Jocal
Youth Assistance groups to do more
and more of these cultural as wel
wther projects within their comamuni-
1y aand De Westhrook.

Next school distriets
ek up eultire aned Kuls

alse
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over three years “so we ean plan our
hives™

"We h a deheit today that is
stllin exeess of $500 million.” En- -
gler replied “The problem s we
been spending more money  than
we've been taking in.

“We've been kudding. everyone,
tellimg them there was money for
their projects, hopes and aceds when
s fact there was nay

“This has been financed in re
Years-by o series of one-time m.
ures and gimmicks, d we've run
oul o those Wi've reached the point
whure hunesty 1s the best policy.

“IE we're gaing o be far an thas,
evershody had to share o the chal-
lenge For every unpact an the sy
phuny, st's far greater for somebody
“who happens 1o be on ADC Gad to
Lattihes with dependent chiidren) ™
LER'S CONSTANT themes
are that eddueation as the No 1 speend-
WA PHORLE, and cuthing propesty
taxes i the bnethed of attract
wy bustiess The governor, an njnet
winner bt Novemnber, contends the
Sl BTRIOE T suppert above- e
CrAg pragtams with below-averige
neony
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List cutting il
to achools and eulleges has drawn
pravse from btk partues, publisher
Phal Power, amonig others, has enit-
ieed stte cuts to joh te
whIeh SBppariers s s gdalt e
ton

Wl sl be spending $164 aul-
lionan gob trnoing next year, with

$ I \a
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