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Belleville’s regional

By Dan O'Meara’
statf writer

The book was closed on another
Observerland boys basketball season
Friday when the last surviving team,
Plymouth Canton, lost 10 Bellevilie
in the: final of the Wyandotte region-
al ournament, 72-53

. The Chiefs. who had never been

“that far i the lournament and fin-
1shed with a 16-9 record, played well
in certain respeets and made a game
of it for & while. But the Belleville
defense, which forced Canton-into 30
turnovers, was the deciding factor

The No  T-rated Tigers (24-1)
cliitmed their first regional champi-
onship and will pley a quarterfinal
game Wednesday in Jackson. Belle-
ville's only previous appcarance in a
regiona) final ended with a Joss to

* eventual state champion Romulus in
1986,

Canton was tinus twe of ity usual
starters, sophomore guard Mike
Stafford and senior forward Kevin
Holmes

Stafford had another abligation.
and Halmes suffered a broken hip in
a car acaident Eriday morning The
6-foot-4 Holmes, who had to be has-
pitalized, mussed Tuesday's  game
with a sprained ankle but had been
expected 1o play

“I THOUGHT we did a good job
dnder the circumstances,” Canton
voach Dave Van Wagoner 1 “Our
guys tried as hard as they could 1
think we represented Plymouth-Can-
ton and Observerland well

“Alter we have a couple days to
louk back on it § think we'll realize
what 2 gredf season we had We lose
ors, but 1'd bke to
¢ established semetinng
ry Inlo next year.” -

Junwr guard Derrick MeDonald
scored 20 points, which ncluded
three tnples, lo lead the Chiefs,
Brett Howell and il Heard, a 6-4
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jumor who came off the bench to
gave a solid effort at hoth ends of the
conrt when Canton needed help, add-
ed 10 apiece.

“Hal did a heckuva job, and we
feel he's going to be a heckuva p
er if he works -at it,” Van Wagon
said. “He's been doang that in prac-
tice, and tanight he stepped up and
did it a game.”

Buelleville was led by Ror Hunter
and Derrick Boles with 22 and 21
ponts, respective
scored for the Tigers,
hid more than seven 1n Jddmun to
the 6-5 Hunte d 5-6 Boles, Belle-
ville started 6. Tyrone Hicks up
front

The Tigers slowly built a 14-2 Tead
while Canton committed 12 turn-
overs in the first quarters,

BELLEVILLE'S full-court press
didn't bother the Chiefs as much as
s halt-court defense.
an effective pre
vulnerable to the Tigers' quuknc\s
and made most of its turnovers after
crossing the time hint

“Belleville's pressure defense does
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COACH OF THE YEAR

Kon tAginschein, Frankkn: § .

victory eliminates Chiefs

that to you.” Van Wagoner sind s
a relentless defense. For the most
part, I thought we did well, hut they
ot Some spurts thal just Just put us
out of vur g

“1 think their quukm-x» took con-
trol of. the game. Thar defensive
pressure took us aut of anything we
wanted to run all nght

Playing good half-court defense of
its own and rebounding extremely
well on defense, the Chiefs used that
and bisd Hesthiall shooting by the
- 11-0f-35 compared W 8-0f-
close

Canton elosed to 14-7 at the end of
the first pe and got within 2039
n the second behind the scoring of
Derrick  MeDonald, b\ho had
poinls m.the first balf, and the re-
bounding of Tony Costatt aend Hoth
Wilson

“We were up 10-2 but the monwn-
tum of the game was nat what we
wanted,” Belleville coach Mike Gar-
land said. “Our kids kept walking the
i1 wp. Once we gol them anto @
hon game, we were able to
nmkn- \nme
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able to lurn things around, but ['m
humin [ was quite lrmhumd by the
pattern of the game ™

WITH THE Chiefs trinling 2420
lute in the seeund quarter, a pvatal
series of events oceurred

Canton made back-te-back - lurn-
vvers, which allowed the Tigers to
cfeate an up lempo Nathanwel Grif-
fn's bhasket was followed by Ron
unter's free throws, the result of an
intentional foul on Howell Van Wag-
oner became earaged at the call and
protested  vehemently but to no
avanl

*The Tigers stretehed the lead to
13-23 and Van - oner, still hot
abuul the earlier call, was given a

technical Senior guard Karl Wukie
W »('\\\d a technieal foul simul-
taneo

Linton. \I.uklm sank all four free
throws, and Belleville turned a four-
point game 1mto a 14-poist difference
with 1 05 remaining The Tigers fed

a pomt in e
as 1o stand up. and §

needed to do that,” said Van Wagon-
er. who receved bis fint techmical
of the season

1 {eit good anly being down 12 at
haltume We came here to win, and
we fell we could stay with them and
maybe pull it out at the end.

sports shorls

® SPEED SKATERS

Facing their toughest competition
yut, a brother and sister from Farm
tnglon ‘Hills placed individually in
the state ice speed skating champi-
onships Saturday, March 9, in Mid-
land.

Elyse Skiar, 6. tied for fourth it
the PeeWee Girls class for 6
through 8-year-olds. She skated in o
field of seven. Their longest r
was 333 melers

Her brother. Josh, 10, fimshed
fifth 1n a field of 11 competing ip the
Midget Boys class for 10- and i1-
yeear-olds. Their longest distance wis
7 meters

The Michigan Spred Skaung Asso:
clation sanctiencd the 1991 Michigan
State Short Track Championships or
the 111-meter track at Midland Civr
Arena. The Midland Parks and Ree-
reation Department and the Midland
Speed Skaung. Club won\ortd the
meet

Jush and Elyse are fourth and frst
praders, respectively, at Eagle ¥l
mentary School tn Farmington. Thry
skate with the Wolverine Sports (Clu>
i Detroit,

® GOLF OUTING

A golf outing sponsored by the Out
Lady of Victory Booster Club 15 e
for Saturday. May 18, at Fox Hill
Country Cluban Plymouth

The format will be a four-persot
scramble, and the $60 entry fee i
cludes golf. lunch, dinner and -
freshments Dinner only tickets are
avalable for 320.

All proceeds . will’ support  the
vouth athletic programs at Our Lady
of Vie tory Parish Interested gun: r
shouid call Larry Lemieur at 34t
04112 ur Ray Medonis at 3¢5-7039

® K-OF-C SOFTBALL

The Kaights of Columbus in Fart
wngton Hlls 1s orgamzing 1ts spriny
summer and full softball league
There are openings {of mren, worns:
coed and over-35 teams Call §7r
YB8E for league and fee infurmatien

® COACHES NEEDED

Farmington Hiis Merey ne
assistsnl  track  coach.
cheerleading coach and i
varsiy busketball coach Ifantere:s
«d send a resume Lo Athlete Inrec
tor Suzanne Brown, Merch H
School, 29300 11. Mile, Farminglo:
Hills 48336 or call 476-2836,
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