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Trinity House is
a success story

By Victoria Diaz
spacial weiter

ity anngversary by making plans o
soon “'go professional.” Alrcady, the

and setting up classes
technweal directors

for actors and *

Aflter al), they were just

a little ragtag church group

putting on a play almost nobody had

ever heard of (one of them had writ-

" ten’it) inside a small Baptist churth

in Livonia. When the Saturday night

performance was over, they had 1o

dismantle the stage te make rooms

for a church service the next morn-
ing

YNICS MIGHT HAVE said
they didn‘t have a prayer.

years later, Livonia's
Trimly llnusc Theatre is celebmung

-cago and Northwestern Universi

appreximately” s0-membBer  group
his bired on full-time artistic direc-
tar Peter Senkbedl, fresh out of Chie

prestigious ﬂrx:m.mc arts program
The group hopes to pay performing
3 dlrcclurs technmical and man-
agement Stall” within th® next five -
years

In addinon, 1L is extending its s
son to four plays instead of the usual
two, adding to the number of perfor-
manees ef each ploy, scheduling 1wo
staged ‘readings per session, work-
shapping plays by area playwrights

Poter Senkbeil, artistic director of Trinily House Thealre, on

the.set of “Dracula,”
Trimity House in Livonia.
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And. oh, yes. st now has that
church building, on Six Mile Road
near 1-275. all Lo tself, renting it
{rom the cangrs tun that moved to
larger qu several years ago. (it
15 not affiliated with that church.)

" SENKBEIL WHO took dver his
Job last September, thinks the key to
the group's success hies in a couple of
directions.

“Finst of all, we offer a high-quahi-
ty product.” he says. “Then, we pro-
vide, [ suppose, a kind of entertain.
ment  alternative  for  Christians.
From what we can gather, a good
segment of our udieace (s made up
of church members, many of whom
sunply don’t attend a lot af other
theater So, we're tapping 1nto a aew
audience, and mln an audience that
tends tabe v a

H.

enkbell em-
however, that all
auditions and erew calls are open to
the general public, and that Trimty
House has never limated itself to any
xind of “evangelistic drama "
- The -overriding  principle for
choosing SCRIPLS 1s our desire to ex-
artune the depth and complexity of
the Chnistian world view through
theater.” he told group members ina
Tecent’ newsletter. “(We ares not
duing “Christian Theatre,” rather, we
are Cheistians dmng theater ™
Through the years, the group has
examned (hat” Chnistian - view by
SHAgINg such divers d well-known

&
phasizes strongly.,

plays as Arms and  the
h TS Eliot's “The Cocktasl
Party” and Harold Pinter's “The

Bumb Water

ALONG WITH the works of name
playwrights, Trinity House also has
offered a number of original plays
by arca woiters, In fact, almost half
the §0-plus plays it has staged since
1981 have been such productions.

This anmiversary scason will con-
clude in June with.a musscal, “The
Paradise™ "by  Henry  Woodworth
Sarah Hedeen and Paul Patton Al
are members of the Trinny group,
and Patton ithen youth minister, now
pantor at Livomia’s Trinsty Raptist
Church on Merriman Road) put to-
gether that very first production, a
rock musteal cabled “Gravy
vears ago

One of - the man goals at Tnml\
House. Senkbuil says bren to
present plays that aren’t “done to
death
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“We may choose plays that don't
have especially big namwes, that
aren’t amang the most popular pro-
ductions in the world.." he says. "For
matance, we' haven't done Stee]
Magnolas® and probably won't do 1t
Not because 1t 1se’t a good play, but
what metrupol Detrmt does not
need night now is nolh\.r production
of ‘Steel Magnolsay

Through ats choiee of plays. the
Kroup someumes finds wself i oo
rather controversial situstion

“TINS SEASUN, we thought it was
very amportant to be duing a play
h When the Wind Blows,” which
thihes, o very colorlul sat cment
about the comsequences ol war,” say:
Senkbel. “We chose the play back tn
July betore any of the things in the
Middle East happened So, when we
produced it in January, we found
aurselves in the strange position of
being the only theater in the Detront
wrea doing an anli-war play when
the war broke out *

As this season nears its end, the
community theater group already iy
lovking forward to next year, and
s that will go on the boards
then Senkbetl says the play selection

teft) conducts an .m:lmg
for Tonity House Theatre at Trinity
Church 1n Livonua. Students are {clackwise)

born,
Hedeen of Livonia

committee now 1n Useriously 1ook-
i At abaut 26 plays, trying to de-
cide on the final four for (hc 199192
seison

“As we copder plays, we ask bae
dlly. twa questions Does the play
omething we as Christans want
and dovs the play stand as

e ~ay

ew plays subtmitted by
writers always peceve spectal atten-
Lion Because one of our main goals i
1o celtivate Christ YWrights
Frankly Tihink that's where most of
the future of Christian theater Lies
Certinly, we can alwass pult senpts
from the wmanstream  But f we
want to have a distinet vowe, we
need to cultivate (those writers)

“We.can provide an oppartunity to
workshop (hose scripls. And we're
systematically  setung  up  staged
readings now. We're also in the pro-
cess of putting together a system
where each playwright will have a
couple of people whose job it is 0
mentor that person. They're com-
nntted to meeting with that person
giving them feedback in & pon-judg-
tmental way ntially helping that
PLYWTIRNL reatize bis 0r her vesion
for the work :

SAGEEELD. st 1 rolgarher

Mark Barrera of Wayne. Dan Gumina of Dear-
Julie Cutlen’ of

Westltand and Sarah

IN TIRE MEANTIME. Trinity’s fu-
ture appears o look as bright-as an
ngerue’s smile

Our budget was tripled this year,
but we're aull operating 1n the
Black. " savy Serkbel. adding that
Tonty House s financed  solely
through members anncal dues, uck-

‘et \.Ah'\ and contributions

did four shows ths year in-
g of two pls twe staged read-
stakow did what we ex-
0 do “When the, Wing
muhiey far beyvond what

e expected

Agvanee sales for Tr\ml)s cur-
rent production "Draculs™ have been
brisk. Opening might and Saturday
night were sell-outs, although tickets
are sull avadable for other week-
end performances through Saturday,
April 6.

This version of “Dracula™ I3 not
simply a rehash of the original play
and all the "Dracula” movies that
followed, Senkbeil stresses. Adapted-
by Kerry Cederberg Meads and Rob-
Smyvih 3t was first performed by

examines the
it }bature of the classic tale by

R
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