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STREET CRACKS
He s Ruff
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‘But style of humor: s

Comedy 1o Kelth Rutf is all about
heroes, people he grew up watching
on television and in the movies.

The Detroit native recalls with
glee as a kid sitting tn front of the
TV and secing the gut-busting antics
of Tim Conway on “The Carol Bur-
nutt Show™.or the hilarious routines
of Geraldine on “The Flip Wilson
Show.” He runs duwn a list of names

- Including Richard Pryor-and George
vhom he considers comedic

‘This is a guy whose face even
lights up talking about hnw he went
to Pine Knab two years ago to see
Jackie Mason; only to have the show
canceled by rain.

1 wish I could sit down and meet
sumeone like Richard Pryor” Ruff

‘Comedy is rough
when you drive five or
six hours in the snow
to get to your gig.
Comedy is rough when
you catch a flat and
you're 10 minutes late
‘for a show and the
owner is (chewing) you
out. Those things have
happened to me.'

Keith Rutf

smooth

bulls In prlsnns He used to raise

bouvie

“My comedy is me for 33 years,”
said Nuff, 33. "My comedy is every-
thing, T wanted to say in a joking way
since T was 8

But Ruff waited untit he was 30 to
do stand-up professionally. During
the day, Ruff worked with another
local comedian, Mike Bonner, at the
{urniture store. Bonner urged Rulf
o try his hunior onstage.

Ruff’s debut came at the Comic
Cafe where he did a five-minute bit.
The audience was less than hospit.
ahle |

said, I would Iike Lo ask him ques-
tivns like, "who's your favorite bas-
ketball team™

Hero worship 15 ane thing. Taking
op whist they o for o living is quile
another.

Three years ago. the 1975 gradu.
ate of Detroit Western was laid off
from his job as cSTHan at a re-
taif furniture oullet and turned to a
lile of stand-up. So 0 good.

Ruff is making the rounds in Mid.
west comedy clubs and picking up
new devotees along the way, And
like thase whom he idolizes, he's
found out one thiig about the husi-
nesy” Comedy s rough (s in Ruft),

THE SLOGAN has become his
motto. But, in Rull's case, 1t bears
more than a gran of truth R

“Comedy 15 rough when you drive
five or xix hours in the snow 10 get to
your gig” Rulf sud “Comedy is

P in

rough when you cateh a flat and
vou're 10 truautes late for a show
and the vwner is {chewing) you out.
Those things have happened to me.™

Ruff keeps a busy itinerary on the
comedy club circuit. Chances are
hell e Seen emceeing one night and
headlining the next.

Whatever the' slot, Ruff draws
{rom personal experiences in his act.
‘Things like breaking up with his girl-
friend or growing up in a family as
the youngest of five brothers are
crafted into comedic routines {“In-
stead saying Cdinner’s ready,” my
mather chalked up a white line and
used a starting pistol.”)

Famly pets also find their way
into Ruf{'s act. including a bit un pit

COMEDY CLUBS

“They were throwing eggs and to-
» Raulfesaid “By the

time 1 lelt the stage. § had a helluva
salad.”

ACTUALLY, his bombing served
as a catalyst. Ruff became more
determined to succeed, working on
his stage presence and timing.

Today, Ruff is a veteran. lle bhas
no regrels turning from the security
of a fuld-time job to pursue a lifelong
dream.

Huff definitely bas stars i his
eyes. On an autographed publicity
photo, he writes “sec you in L.A."
ohviously setting his sights beyond
the local elub scene.

In the meantime, he's content to
play 10 a hometown audience. Rulf

ppears often at the three i
clubs as an opening act. Last wee
he headlined at Chaphin’s 1n Plym:
outh.

Please turn to Page 6

Here are listings af some conte-
dp ciubs i our area To let us
nous who s appearing at pour
club, sewd e anformation to:
Comedp Listings, Ohserver & Ee-
contrie Newspupers, 16251
Srhaoleraft, Livama 35150

o CHAPLIN'S EAST

are 83 S
I)vur\(ln H a0 and 10 30 ;-m Fnday

and Saturday. For reservations, call
792-1902
® CHAPLIN'S WEST

Tim O'Rourke will appear with
Steve Tots and Ken Brown Tuesday
through Saturday. March 26-30, at
Chaplin’s West, 16890 Telegraph, De
trait Show times are 8:30 p.m. Tues-
day thraugh Thuy 8 and 1030
pw Friday and Saturday. For reser-
vitions, call $33-8866

@ CHAPLIN'S PLYMOUTH
Dan Dilten will appear with Karl

*DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

Sl —

we preseny

Turke
Seatood Dishes, Pasta,

with an array of Crisp Vegetables
and Dehicious Desserts,

Complete
Ruttet Dinner

Cluldren 8

Service from 12 to 6 pam,
Please mahe resenations vagly,

Southtleld
Ramuda Hotel, 28725 Tatngraph Ry

E

aster iy tradiionally

a day for families and friends
o Join sogether and share

 festive dinner

Join wy and empoy the buftet
elections for this special holiday

Far your dinng pleasure

L Top Round of Beet,
CHam, Chicken, Lamb,

Yanr children will enjoy visiting
with our Easter Bunny

$10.95

R Yearand under $4.95

313-355-2929

Autbony will appear Wednesday
through Saturda arch 27.30, at
Chaplin's l’lnnun . 14707 North-
ville, Plymouth. Show times are B 30
p m. Wednesday and Thursday, 8.30
and 1030 pm Friday and Saturday
For reservations, call 454-4640

® MAINSTREET

Stayae Nousler Wil apgoat
Wednesday ond Thir oy, M, 7
28, and Bert Challis perforim Fiie.
Saturday, March vw i a0 S
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EASTER BRUNCH

10:00 a.m. 1o 5:00 o.m

Featuring:
N Ea e
Sz n ot

18, Do

‘14,95 Adulls $7.95 Childion 3-10
FREE: Chitaren 35 10t

26555 Telegraph. Southitr e
Calt for resernatons 353-7700

The Easter Bunny
will be here for alt

1he children!

v

K

EASTEW%RUNCH

Ruadisson Plazis Hotel ot Town cerier
Fie Raadiesent Uhiza mvios toie fo e
Faister Braaon Baetet teaionn

pacade ot L aster Lontes

RIS NNIA

Menu

Tall 827 1382 Lot resenvations

My 319 e

Radisson Plaza Hotel
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SHOWCASE o Observers
CINEMAS Eccentric

EIIMBQUZ

WIN MOVIE TICKETS" T0
SHOWCASE CINEMAS AUBURN HILLS!

1 AS Akt the Gueston i 5 S
\0 YOUT 1eSDONSES 1 Wn’\ﬂrs MH be grann 3t Fandom

A contemporary urban
gangster epic starnng
Mario Van Pecbles
Vesley Srm"s lee-T

QUIZ: In which ilm did Judd Nelson play a rebel
high school student stuck in Saturday deiention?
A) St. Elmo’s Fire  B) The Breaktast Club  €) From the Hip
R ENTRY FORM:
tarn
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We’re not..
clowning
around...

31525 W

12 Mile Road
Farmington Hills, MI 48334
553-0000
Ext. 430

Resenrations sugaestind




