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vavant storetront on dowatown Farming-
ton’s premicr corner.

In case anyone hasnt nuticed.. Cl
Untimted is no more. having left the newly
navated boilding on the southwest coraer of
Grand River and Farmington.

So now the building, which as the Oak Phi
attracted  soda-sipping  Henry  Aldrich
< in the 19405 and '50s, awaits a new tenant.

Ves, Virginia, vacancies do ot ionally pop
up even in the nicest of downtowns, ones like,
Farmington’s, thuse old-fashioned, small-town
business districts that are on their way back af-
ter years of. ah, mall-aise. .

Oh well, call the Realtor and dust off the “for
rent” sign

But pertaps what's bad for the fueniture store
wilt tura out to be good for downtown Farming-
ton a challenge, so to speak, instead of a
prablen, for the Farmington Downtown Devel-
apment Authority and its leader. Wendy Strip-
Sutsamer

HT STICKS out like a sore thumb . . . that

THE DDA DIRECTOR, who has proved over
the paxt Tew years that she’s up to the challenge
ut renovating old Farmington, seems to view the
latest ¥ challenge.

“We tend 10 look at vacancies as opportunities
10 address the mix of retail and service busine

: d last week. "1 hope we get retail in
< nat the Kind of place we'd want desks
and 1elephones.™

omments got us thinking about downtown
avmington. In remaking  downtown.  Strip-
Sittsamer and city offi have had sotne buill-
i udvantages.

For one thing, back-in about 1953 the cit.
thers and mothers did a very sinari thing — they
nipped vt those damnable parking meters from
sireets and parking lots.
telujah! Shoppers here don't have to feel
pulty abuut the dime or quarter they didn't

v fa-

HE WORLD SHARPINED its focus on
Southeast Michigan for the past seven
months ung last Asgust. when [raq
invaded Kuwail, Everyone noticed. as

Wough tor the lirst time, that this part of the
warld melndes the lirgest Arab population out-
~ple the Middle Fast

The teaction.to this geographic discovery was,
intiatiy not imuch to be proud of. The Arab com-
Sty that had existed in relative peace now

[rersisn Gult war, [ was an embarrassing time
tor the rest ol us.

Many tesidents siad ts smacked of something
sfev 4 afteady been through, and hoped never o
wo thrangh aganin Tliey talked about Hitler. They
tothot about sequestering the Japanese during
Wonr W Wi 13 Sume wondered atowd who had the
Athonity to daw i hine o the conerete and aun
pubbie suspremn al a large papulation that had
Lne aothime wrong exeept exist.

FORTUNATELY THOUGH, T correct hne
of Hamzht seetis o have prevailed this time
Phete weter o tew relatively minor problems
Surine the pust sesen months. Some tried to -
sar e problems Lo the Persun Guil wir. but
wne whis hved inoan urban area for o while
e - ot (hese problems occurred before, and
widertunately will acenr after, this war s finally
tatnped seated, certified and over,

Flave ot penple knosw that economie and
ol problems are o lurge contributor to vl

toamd most of U ime. when at gets fgtht
ap o il s small pereentage of prople tuifill
therr o uply prophecies in these matters

towerer, the strong majority of Wayne and
Okl county ressdents should be commended
for ethmg an example that lasgely resisted
ety pange o racral Ratred, and sastead tound
W 1o widen commumcation and - develop
st ater understanding during @ highly emntionat

ALy b the arrmwminded, fur example. ex-
e el ot ool Jewssh popnlistions in Southtield
aned Weest Bhambieled taagmite agranst pereewved
Arab threats wn their own comupunities Instead
Althenph seme Jewish institutions took secunty
precantwons, they alse set an example by opeming
thenr dons and inviting Chiddeans and Jraqis to
werviees anid programns

OTIHERS ANTICIPATED WIDESPREAD s
calation al Lepsions in area sehools with diverse
popilations  Ineredulnusly, there even was s
s diseussian ina few Oakland County schouls
ol canceding athletie eveats, an act that would
have made tangihle the unfounded fears of st

Ah, vacancies!
Chance to improve downtown

shove in the slot — and then ease their guilt by
tieading far a mall where the parking is free.

And without parking meters, the local police
can 1ead to other businesses besides writing little
white love letters 10 overparked shoppers.

Downtown alse had a movie house, book
stare and library — all vital etements of an old-
tashioned social and retail center of a communi-
iy

BUT THERE are problems. oo, notably the
lack of an anchor,

Alter all. Rochester has its Mi
partnient Store, and Plymouth has its Mayflower
Fluteh. Su what's Farmington's big attraction. The
venerable Civie Theater? Well . . maybe.

ltere are a-few sugpestions which may be
tried, if they already haven't been;

® Hold a i-mall promotion — “Recover
trom mill-aise . shop downtown Farming-
ton.” 11°d be good fun, an real attention-gelter.

@ Vate on a.town mascel who would show up
in costume at special events like the Founders
Festiva) and sidewalk sales. That would be more
fun. and the community. could get invoived in the
vOting.

® Ciean up downtown and establish a mainte-
mance program for sidewalk trash and snow re-

1 .

zelfelds De-

s heavy trucks use the old Farmington
Cut-off (it's been arcund longer than the Civic
T er') more often so they wouldn’t have to

Hump and rumble through downtown.

® Promote neighborliness among downtown
merchants. One way to do this would be for the
DDA Lo sponsor more of those “after hours™ get-
togethers where husiness people: coutd  brain-
storm ideas to improve things.

FFarmington’s downtown seems to be looking
wood these days with the shopping bustle and the
cash registers ringing and beeping away.

Ve know it's a scene that the DDA and city
afficials would like to sce continued — if not im-
proved. So would we,

Coping with war
Communities pulled together

was under renewed serutiny, with the self-pro-
clinmed wiser among us wondering, in faet, 1l
ey were going to he i problém during the

The strong majority of Wayne and
Oakiand county residents should
be commended for setting an
example that largely resisted
stereotyping and racial hatred,
and instead found ways to widen
communication and develop
greater understanding during a
highly emotional episode. =~ -

dents antonsetieally brawling over racial hnes if
given the ehanee to congregate.

Our students proved o be wiser thin that, a
credit 1o them and (e patents. International.
nanonal and loral feporters came here tooking
lor student-vsestudent stories, just e they
make their annual Hallnween pilgeimages to De-
trmt for Devil’s Night fires

They didn’t come away with much-A few had
e conrape and mtegnts o report what they
Tt kids basieally getung alung with one
anotlier, ol getng overly exeited about an
evenl  trmspoag 8,000 il way.  Most,
though agnared the news when they found it No
conthicl, nestary

The conthel vad wis reported nughtily. One
weekvind not too tong spo. there s & hammb
ceatein front ol i party store in Garden City
That was setious husiness, but an isolated inc
dent nevertheless. 10 was reported, however
thoagh Thassein had plisted it himself.

Duribe a4 Martin Luther King Day ceremony at
West Bloomteld High, i bomb threat was phoned
. The sehool was cleared while polie searched
thee butlding and found nothing. The schnol cele-
braton was held Jan 15, the day the Enited Na-
fons had sl s a deadbme for Tragg leaving
Kuwint )

Samne ~ib the threat was due to the deadiine
The betler answer ¢iame fronta ocul poliee ser-
jreant. who rerninded us that the sehioo regularly
et~ thiears, and he thought nn mere or less ol
This one due Lo the wir

Then there was Westland - Mayor Robert
Thonias, wha pensied o Jetler wisrnng o “avts of
erron s il Teverse lerrorsim’ n the comnu-
miv even though nothing vet had happened
Wealand's Chamher of Comneree ealled the
Miater s COmments isensive’ and responsible
(yr undue coneern Lo the business cammunity
and the generat pubhe ™

Thowre are the smaller incwdents, the
Aory was ight 1 front of us.and that was that
prople betaved with good ntenhians during a bad
tiye Tt needs 1o be mentoned
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‘Censorship unacceptable

in high school papers oo

THE CONVERSATION is disturb-
ingly repetitive:

“Could you come and talk with my
high schoo) newspaper statf. I'm a
first year English teacher and I've
been put In charge of the student
publication. And I really don’t know
anything about newspapers.”

Grlinding my teeth, 1 take a deep
breath, smile and cagerly volunteer
to serve yet another hitch in a cam-
paign which, to a less persistent soul,
could very well appear futlle.

But those of us who believe the
Bill of Rights is more than just
something to wave a flag at arc a
persistent bunch. We have to be be-
causc our numbers are dwindling.

Increasingly our studenls are
being misled. They are being taught
that censorship Is acceptable, even
preferable. Weary educators, beaten
down by a system which demands
conformity, are declaring that a free
press really isn'tall that important.
or practical.

STUDENTS too often are learning
that your right to know what the
powerful of Amerlca are visiting
upon the disenfranchised and poor is
inappropriate.

And these same young minds dre
rapidly making thelr way Into the
newsrooms and classrooms of Amer-
ica where they are determining that
it is better 1o go along in arder to get
along with the establishment. They
have lost the distinction butween
cdiling and censorship.

It's a dangerous trend, one which,
if ‘continued. will surely crode our
{reedoms.

I'M STARTING TO change my at-
titude.

| mean, you get exposed to enough
of this politically correct thinking
and you begin 10 wonder if you real-
1y arc just an old walrus.

Maybe those PCers oul there aru
right after all. If we can just change
the way people think, we can change
the world.

So I'm starting to come around
Let's organize the thought police. get
out the electric shock couches and
get sparking. We'll come up with

“Utopla if we have to zap a few pro-

plein the process. Rut in the end, it'll
be worth it.

1 gat my latest idea from the State
Bar of Michigan which has asked the
Michigan Supreme Court to approve
a proposal 1o fosbid lawyers and
judges from . belouging to private
clubs that exclude minoritics. It's
another one of these ideas-that, an
the surface, seems 1o be noble and
just.

The reason for the plan. according
10 a state bar official, is that lawyers
should set an example for ather peo-
ple, even in their private Jives.

Those who appose the idea have
called it everything from McCarthy-
ism ta thoughl control and argue
that it would trample a person's con-
stitutional right ta associate in pri-
vate with whomever he chooses
Even the American Civid Libertics
Unlon, that archenemy of discriml-
nation, 1s against the proposal
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M our children are
going to learn how the
press works in a free
society they must be
allowed to operatein a
free environment, no
matter how frightening
it may be to some.

That's why it's essential that those
who cherish a {ree press support a
bill recently introduced in the state
legislature by Rep. Lyn Jondahl, D-
Okenos .

The bill is Ia response to a 1988
US. Supreme Court decisian allow-
ing schoal principals to censor stu-
dent expression. With Jondabl's initi-
ative, students would be provided
with free expression rights when
working on school publications or
other-events such as plays, bulletin
board postings and pelition distribu-
tion.

For many folks thai's a scary
thought.

1f our children are going 1o learn
how.the press works in a free sociely
they must be allowed to operate in a
free environmenl, no matter how
frightening it may be to some.

THE IDEA that aur childrea are
being taught press censorship as ac-
ceptable is ludicrous, irresponsible
and very sumply dangerous. A person

Toward a sinless

-4 Gladden

NOT ONLY WOULD lawyers be
expected 1o obey the rule, but they
would be required to cat on their col-
leagues who violate it n addition to
the club membership part of the
plan, lawyers and judges would nat
be allowed to engage in “invidious
diserimination.”  based on race,
gender, age. disability, retigion, eth-
nie ongn of sexual onientation. No
one seems quite sure what that
means, but who cares? Break he
rule and you can he brought up on
charges

Onc lawyer who Tavors all of this
says that such rules can transform
soviety And, she added, the proposal
has @ “much more landable goal
than someone’s First Amendment
Tights” Whew! Ard that from a law?
yer But that's the kind of thinking
you run into when you tey to change
“oetety by making up new rules
against t

s, but

viahon's proposal and make it even
better. Down with all discrigination,
i deed, word and thought. If you're
a member of a religious organization
(read that church, synagegue, tem-
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learns by doing, not by dng the op-
posite.

The responsibility  for turning
around this situation rests in-the
hands of our educators, with support
from school board trustees and par-
ents.

Educators, in, pacticular, . must
show the common sense and courage
to develop journalism programs
which are meaningful. They can be-
gin by hiring experienced teicherss
who know the basic tencts of jour:
nalism. libel law, ramifications and
First Amendment sights

At the present. journalism is held
in such low regard at most high
schools that typically some fresh-
man teacher who very well may not
even read newspapers 15 thrown into
the task.

Supporl of the Jondahl hill would
toree fearful administratoes 10 situp
and pay attention to our Bill of
Rights, a-sometimes forgotter parl
of American freedom

Stere Barnaby s inanagimg cd-
wor of the Olsereer & Feoentne
Newspapers

society

ple, mosque or  whatever) “that
doesn't allow samevne of another

in yuur grasp, you can’t
1 Michigan,

THINKING OF joining the Amen-
can Association of Retired Persons?
Forgel it. You've gol 10 be 50 or old-
of to jon, and (hat's age diserinina-
tion

And don't even consider joining i
wotnen's association ur a gay league
or any group that has a minority des
ignation in the name [0 you have any
kind of disahility, live with . hut
don't join a support group Inserimi-
nation, right down the line. And we
don’t allow that 1n our PC society

You couldn’t join a group hke Par-
enls Withoul I"artners, because that
discriminates against parents who
have partners And if ytu hive g
Inved one in the Persian Gulf arca.
for heaven's sake don't foin a sup-
port group. W about those poor
people who don’t have anyone over
there?

Hey, 1 could really gelinto ths

Just give me a while to work «n it
and U'llcome up with some sules hat
will cnsure (hat we evolve nte i
campletely faceless, lasteless,
Jess, thoughtless socioty

And if that's ant Utopia, 1 dunt
know what is .
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