Thuradey, March 28, 1991 O&E - (FRA

By Casey Hana
siaff wrller

ODAY'S: YOUNGER
dents are getilng
scoop.

Enrlchment classes in
newspapering are becoming wore
popular in Farmington clementary
schools, where students get lessons
In writing, technology and communi-
cating with others

"We've always wanted to do some-
thing with newspapers and having
the computers there, it worked out
nicely,” sald fourth grade leacher
Cathy Smith, who team-taught a
newspaper earichment class for 1ur.
est Elementary third graders with
another fourth grade teacher, Juli
Hines.

Students at the F‘nmnnglun Hills
schoo) published The Flementary
Express, which offered news, sports,
features on the school's principal
and stafl, an interview with a local
meteorologist, movie eritiques, stu
dent reaction 1o the Persian Gulf
War and other student-generated
material,

“We tried (o teach every aspect,”
she added. "They all came up with
their own headlines. They did all
their own work.”

A bank of computers was obtained
by’ the school through a grant last
year, and they were used lor writing,

the

stu- -

Thr editing process for the

Foirst Elementary newspa-
1 s done on computer and
Isy hand. Here, students write
and edil.

ehiting and publishing the paper.”

ACROSS TOWN at Eagle Elemen-
tury in West Bloomfield, third
praders in Helene Blackmaa's class
ok their newspapering craft one
step further by participating in a
program called Computer Chroni-
cles, a 15-week session In which nine
schools from across the couniry and
world gather news and share it in
putting together a newspaper.

Students at Eagle chose to handle

Elementary students develop nose for news.

aports and fashion as their area of

interest,

They've yet {0 name their product;
cach partlcipating schoo! will vote
on a name. “We're going to spend the
next month gathering information
and then we'll put it all together,”
Blackman explained.

Eagle students are working with
classes fromn across the US. and
Quebee, the International School of
Paris and British Columbia. Black-
man said the project has piqued stu-
dent interest. “1 would say there are
a couple,” she said. “Enough so 1
would say this dit spark their inter-
est. Just to have a couple (of stu-
dents interested) is pretty good.”

Smith said the project helped the
30 1hird graders who chose the cight-
week enrichment class at Forest to
develop, and she hopes to cantinue
the project or nne something simi-
lar in the future.

“l wasn‘t sure how much lht‘y
would get out of it,” she said. “They
really went gung-ho into this. They
had notepads, interviewed teachers,
office sl'il! and students. They were
proud

And at Eagle, Blackman said she
would tike 10 expand the class Into a
regular school newspaper.
talked about that maybe for next
yuar,” she said. “['m hoping 1o ex-
pand and do it with more grades and
more s(udents.”

Brad Scheinker,

A news editing team follows instruclion from

Steve Colquitt,

Smith and

Jeremy Brown. Smith teaches the enrichment
leacher Cathy Smith. Pictured are {lrom lef1)} ncwspaper unit with Julic Hines, Both are
tourth grade teachers.
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Forest student Alex Robins looks over classmate Eddie Hillery's shoulder as Eddie edits
copy tor the enzichment newspaper project.

Officials hope to harvest
ballfieids from ex-farm

. By Joanne Maliszowski

statl weiter

Furminkmn Hills of hicials are o
ing for state money to help hus
former sod farm of more thun 90
acres on Eaght Mile, between Halst
ed and Gill roads, for ballftelds and
soccer fields

Cily Manager William Costich wili
apply tothe state Departinent of
Natural Hesources for a miatchmg
grant from the Michigan Natural
Resources Trust Fund 10 buy the ap
proximately 93 80 acrues for §4 2wl
Tion. 1f approved, the grant would
pay 75 pereent of the price wnid tie
city would pay the remaining & t
cenl. The land is owned by Glen
Eden Church.

The assessed value of the {
is $889,580, which 15 suppuzed to b
50 percent of markel value The il
ing price is more than dnuble that
“We hoped we coult acquite it -1
Tess, but we ean't,” Costick s.ud Mon
day night

City officials are applymy, bt the

" grant before voters go o the polls

T May 7

to vote on a hatl-mall levy for
eight years for parks and recreation

The grant would pay 75
percent of the price
and the city would pay
the remaining 25
percent,
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Farmington school ,district

schedules budget hearings

The Farmington school district bas o hediied schond
board mectings and public heanngs whele ual u2
budgel issues will be discussid

Qificials encourage restdents tecs sted an the dis
tricts finances to attend. eapecilly i linht of the Fob
ruary millage defeat and angomy s Lk fissancg prots
lems at the state level

The hirst two meetings will be sty e
where the meat of the budget wall b pire,
cussed )

All mectings will all be h\
School auditorium, 32000
which will be al the Lewis
Center, 32500 Shiawiassee

e foraaty
ot dise

¢t the Pasmmagten High
W except the Tast
Bulial Adimstrative

THE SCHEDULE 15 as folluws

@ Aptil 16 -+ the teyular board e tEpm
will be devoted 1o an nverviesw af the poepesed budget
wncluding discussion abaut pruganed cate . etaployre

tayolfs.

@ May T . there will be continued discisaaen of the
tudgel during the tegular meetng which begins at &
pm Copres of the plannimg budget a1k be made avail
able boginmng Monday, April 26, at Schalinan Center
fur nterested restdents

® May 21 The requned ‘irulh 1 Taxation Heanng
will hegin at 715 e, followed by the cequired m..m
Lering At T30 pro A regular boand mecting will fol

Tow

e June 4 during the regular board mecting. the
budget wili be ofivially adopted and a tax rate s

The April 16 budget session will be videotaped and
copies made avalable after the mecung tor wtereted
restdents The tape will also be eablecast no education
arcess Channel 10, restdents with cahle in Farmington
and Farminglon Thils can view Charnel 10 calendar of
erents far prestatation times
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s with quesbons can call the distrets
nmumly Relatioos affice at 4823342
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