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Rich Bagdasarian returns for his senlor season of track and field with the Ralders and will be

their best entey in the long jump,

Falcons stay strong,
though star is gone

8y Dan O'Moare
statt writer

Farmington High appears to have
cnough holdaver talent to anticipate
anolher successful year in girls
track and field despite the loss of all-
stater Jennifer Kiel.

Kict was' chosen the -top female
track athlete in Observerland “last
year, teading the Falcons ta a fourth-
place finish — the best among the
three city schools — in the Western
Lakes Activities Assoclation.

The quality of Farmington's re-
turning athletes is such the Faleons

should remain the top public school
team in the district.
North Farmington was seventh in
the 12-teamy WLAA but, while the
Raiders have one of the best middle
and distance running crews in the
area, lacks the balance needed to
contend in track. Harrison tied for
ninth place in the league but is young
and face ituation similar to that
of North

Farnmungton Hills Merey is the de-
{epting Catholic League champion,
but the Marlins will find it dif{jeult
o repeat since a number of veldgan
athletes, most of themn seniors, chom
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Heather Noll of Mercy is the detending Catholic League cham-
pion in the 1,600- and 3,200-meter races.

not to compete this year.
FARMINGTON

Coach Bruce Brown ls counling on
a group of nine senjors to provide the
nucteus for a successful team.

Leading the list is sepior Shelli
Gaul, who was third in the 100-tneter
hurdles and lifth in the high jump at
the WLAA meet. She was among the
area’s best tn the hurdles with a 15.3
time.

The other scniors are Gretchen
Clappison, Susap Davidson, Kristi
Bodary, Cheryl Casaroll, Deanna
Curcio, Kerri Owczarzak, Jennifer
Derwinski and Kristin Urevig,

“They certainly are the kids we

have to depend on.” Brown said, add- |

ing Farmington has other returnees
who wilt have key roles, too, “We re-
ally pride ourselves on keeping these
kids around. Senior leadership is a
cliche, but it’s really impertant to
our program.” .

The Falcons alse have a solid jun-
ior class that includes Allison Davis,
Susan Gibson, Recky hnock, Jodi
Van Ord, Rebekah King, Carric Wal-
ter, Sheri Ylitalo and Kelly Cames-
on.

Sophomore Tammy Allen is anoth-
er key returnee, and Brown bélieves
{reshmen Sarah Urevig, Kay
Rodgers, Erin Phelps and Elizabeth
Quenneville will contribute, too.

The Falcons have most of the ficld
events covered. Allen, who was sixth
in the WLAA, and Clappison will
support Gaul in the bigh jump. Gib-,
son is an accomplished long Jumper
who had a season best of 15-6% .

Owczarzak, Curcio and Washnock
are veteran thrawers, and Phelps
and King provide depth in those
events, Owczarzak was sixth in the
discus and elghth in the shot put al
the league meet, and Washnock was
seventh in the shot. Gaul and David-
son give Farmington a patr of salid
hurdlers

The Falcons lost sprinters Carric
Mater and Amy Trunk, both of wham
split time between track and soccer,
to graduation and will be short in
those events. Allen, Bodary and
Rodgers are the best hopes.

“Where we're probably the weak-

Ploase turn to Pagn 4

Farmington teams
set goal to improve

By Dan O'Mosta
stalf writor

The pritnary goal for Farming.
ton's boys track/ficld teams is im-
provement after al} three finished in
the second on of the Western

eventh in the 12-
. North - Farmington
eighth and Farmington Hills Harri-
san 11th .

How much the teams improve, as
far as their WLAA standing, could be
determined as tmuch by their oppo-
acnls. Defending champ Westland
John Glenn and the Livonia and
Plymouth-Canton teams. which carn.
bined 10 1ake the top six places, are
expected 1o field strong  squads
again.

To help the Farmington schools
obtain their objective, however, a
a number of individual . standouts:
Harrison's Tony Shai ind Blazo

vich; Farmington's Hen Goba,
Miller and  Chris  Marting,
Todd Pawlowski and Tony

North's
Catchings.

A preview of each Farmington
team follows in the seccceding para-
graphs:

FARMINGTON

Goba, a scnior and All-Midwest
runner in cross country, tops the list
of returning trackawen in Farming-

"ton/Farmington Hills.

He is the defending WLAA and
Oakland County champion in the
3,200-meter run and Nnished sixth in
the Class A meel

Goba alse was fifth in the league
over 1,600 meters. His best times
last year were 9:37.3 and 4:31.9,

"He should be one of the best in
the area, if not the best,” veteran
Farmington coach Jerry Young sald.

Supporting Goba in the distance

boys track

rups are junior Dave Clinard, also a
state qualifier in cross country, jun-
jor Mario Nordini and freshman
Kevia Afflerbiugh. Nordint is side-
lined with & knee injury, but Young
is hopeful he can recover and help
the Falcons,

Farmington sulfered losses in the
middle-distance runs when Matt
Langdon and Don Sweency graduat-
ed an¢ Dave Link gave baseball a
try instead, but it stil) returns a
number of prospects.

Senior Steve Walter and juniors
Ryan Adams, Fric Kirwin and Kevin
Koshowsky have experience. Walter
compeled as a sophomore but not
Last year.

One of the Falcons™ strong suits

will be the hurdles. Miller was sev-
enth n the WLAA in the high hur-
dles, and Young believes he will be
among the besl in Ohserverland this
year, toa,
* Miller also was fourth in the re-
rional meet and had a good indoor
seasan, finishing fifth in the state in-
door championships  easlier  this
month. Senior hurdler. Todd Wight
placed in a number of dual meets,
and junior Dale Worthington had a
#oud first year in 1990, according to
Young

The sprints could be a different
story. Farmington lost Dave Winey,
who was sixth in the tiague in the
o placed in the regional

ns will pin their hopes on
seniors Fric Meyer and  Charles
Starkey and sophotnore Corby Lav-
erty

“You're always hoping some speed
demon comes out of the bushes, but
{the sprinls are) not one of our strong
paints,” Young said.

Meyer and Miller iare the team's
top long jempers, and junior Jason
Tucker returns in the bigh jump and
could be ready for 4 big year after
reaching 6-0. .

Marting was ‘fourth amoeng pole
vaulters in the WLAA and had a sca-
son best of 11-4. Young believes it
should be a sohd event for Farming-
ton with junior NI J. Hichardson
backing up Marting.

Tac Falcons Jost an all-area athe
lete in the shot put with the gradua-
tion of Jason Gulting, the WLAA and
regional champ, and Derek Mehra-
ban, who was cighth in the WLAA.
Senior Jeff Findley is the tup retur-
nee Jnthe shot pul, senior Parth

y is gone from that
1eam. Without a lot uf speed, the Fa)-
cons could find it difficult being
competitive in the relays. Young
thinks the mle relay could he the
best and adds “Some of the hurdlers
are going to have to run and help
us.

“We'd like to get into the upper

+ echelon fof the WLAA), bul the last

couple of years that's been 4 prob-
lem.” Young said “We should be sol-
1 in the field cveals, hurdles and
distance runs

NORTH FARMINGTOUN
vlowski returns after winning a
A reginnal title in the discus
Tast year with a toss af 139-5 He was
second in the shiot put at that meet
wilh A 46:1113 eltort

Pawlowski. who earlier aceepted
a Jootball scholarstup to Northwest.
ern, had a season best of 142-8 10 the
discus and 4811 in the shot He was
fourth in both event. al the Wl
meet. )
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Refinance Your Home
At No Out of Pocket -
Cost to You®

And

~ Save Money Every Month

Call our Refinance Center tloday Torano obl

Financing the Future for Americ:
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buying acar o simply investing.

In Southeast Michigan:

- 800 - 488 - 4103
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Avtoday s Tower interest gates. refinancing your home mortgage mas
save you thousands in lowered monthly payments, And refismcing vour
current fived rate or adjustable rate mortgage may get vou cash o use for
any worthw hile purpose Bike remodeling your home, starting s colleae fund,

Oae calb o our Refinanee Center can st you on your was to saning
thousands o dollars in morgage pasments, As the nation’s second argest
mortgige hankerwe e tully qualified w help youanaly 7¢ your specilic

situation and then ket s ou decide what'™s best for vou,

wation. no costaily s,
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