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Among chamber planists, one
weuld have to look long and hard to
find somcone whose appeal and
charm can. approach that of
Menahem Pressler.

Hie is primarily known as the pla-
nist of the Beaux Arts Trio, a group
he established 30 years ago. This
group was here twice during the cur-
rent Chamber Music Saociety of De-
truit {CMS) season. The second visil
on Marebs 12 featured works by Mo-
zart, Zemlinsky and Schubert.

A wecek fater — on March 19 —
Pressler  appeared with  another
group — the Talich String Quartet.
The latter, formed in Prague in 1964,
is far less well known in this coun-

try, where it had Its debut In 1987,

IT IS hard to match the degree of
artistic communicatlon witnessed in
the Beaux Arts Trio. This was amply
evident on this latter occaslon, Mo-
zart’s Trio in G major K. 498 was
delicately waven, with all its compo-
nents meshing perfectly, without any
loose ends.

Zemlinsky (1872:1942) lived dur-
ing the era between Brahms and
Schoenberg and knew them both. His
carly D minor Trio reflects more of
Brahms' influence, maklng it ap-
pealing if not quite profound.

Schubert’s Trio in E flat major
received dn uncharacteristic per-
formance on this occasion, The tem-
po in the first and final movements
was substantially slower than one in
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most recorded versions.

Few other trios, however, would
take the pains required to get be-
neath the surface of this inspired
music. Here there was a sincere ate
tempt to savor every note, to a de-
gree that would be impossible with a
faster tempo. 1t presented Schubert
in a mare serious and reflective
style, rather than the more common
light and carefree spirit.

THE TALICH QUARTET is most
sincere in its artistic appreciation
and dedicatien. One uncomfertable
aspect in its approach was the ex-
tremely low volume of its sound.

It was as if members were used 1o
practicing in a small flat of a poorly
soundproofed apartment complex,
where they had to exerclse extreme
caution in order not 10 raise the ire
of their neighbors.

I this 15 the case, T ean fully sym-
pathize with thern -~ 1 used to live
under such  cireomstaaees pnyself
{undg this 15 by ne eans anatienpt
Lo put mysel i their Jeague)

The sound feve) of Beethioven's
Quartet Ne 10, Op. 74 ("Harp™) was
rarely above pianissitno. Moureover,
the muffled sound obscured the clar
y ol the themus, inaking this work
come off us overly hrooding

MozarUs 1exture s lighter than
Heelhtven's, o b sure. But ths
coutd kardly apply 1m « performanes
of & Mozart prens eaneertn. in which
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Talich Quartet s soft sound Iessens impact

BPuny Concerto No. 12, K. 414 in A
mujor, Pressler's tone sounded loud
und hitrsh compared to the moted in-
Heducton, Thil was 1o ¥pate of Pres. .
sler’s noloriously debieate und re-
fined touch. On its own. however,
Fressler's role deserves the highest
#rade fur this inspired performance,
Only in Dvorak‘s Quintet for Piano
und Strangs in A major did the Talich
members dare 1o venture beyond a
whisper. Could it be that they lended
to feel more at hame with the music
of their cotnpatriot”
1 dan’t krow the answes
4 39 e Lhe must sutis.
chture on thes propraon
s Lo bave

in that,

s intabited in
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The female figure is the subject of an
exhibil of paintings by area artists
Cart Angevine and Grace Serraat
Paint Creek Center tor the Arls, 407
Each artist

modern-day version of

is

featuring the temale figure. Pictured
is Serra's work, “Announcement.” &

ation. The exhibit conlinues through
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